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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE great number of important and întcreftîng 
faâs, the rich ftore of anecdotes, but particularly 
the enlarged details, and judicious reflexions on the 
laws, policy, learning, commerce, cuftoms &c. of 
the Ruffians, have induced the Editors to prefent 
thèfe two Volumes of Travels to the public. By the 
contemplative and philanthropic mind, the moft fo- 
lid and rational entertainment muft be derived from 
viewing' the progrefs of a mighty people, emerging 
from barbarifm, and rapidly advancing in the know* 
ledge of thofe arts, which are not only the genuine 
and inconteftible evidences of civilization, and hafty 
approaches towards refinement, but the foundation 
of all public and private comfort and happinefs. 
To readers of this ârfîrî^tion, what nation on the 
globe can furnifli fôch vâfiet/,^ ?i^ ifîjfe Ruffians, 
who from being little^ljelf^ffthan. a coUeftion of 
formidable barbarous jiOVdesi • fcattered over the 
immenfe regions of }</i}^î(X>YY^^nà[^hcrh, have re- 
cently affumed the form of a people united and con- 
folidated by common laws, enlightened by fciencc, 
improved by the art?, an4 rifing faft to opulence, 
by an extenfive and lucrative commerce, of which 
the nature and fituation of fo vaft a territory give 
them the exclufive right. On the importance and 
influence of this people in the balance of the Euro- 
pean Scal& no remarks are neceflary. But one Angle 
ardent wifli may be exprefled, that the mighty arm 
of an empire fo powerful, may be uniformly guided 
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by the maxims of juftice, moderation and found po- 
licy, and thus rendered fubfervient to the beft int&. 
refts of the human race, for whofe improvement 
and happînefs the over- ruling hand of Providence 
Q^alts one nation and humbles another. 
• In the tranflation, the great eft attention has been 
paid to the genuine meaning of the original by a 
Gentleman on whom the Editors can rely with, ab- 
folute cotifidence ; but in a talk fo nice and difficult 
as that of transfufing the fenfe and fpirit of one lan- 
guage into another, it will not be refufed, that the 
learned and prying eye of the Critic may difcover 
lèverai overfights and defefts, for which the moft 
intelligent readers will be the fir ft to make a fair and 
reafonablè allowance. In the courfe of the Verfion, 
feveral things peculiar to the Ruffians, as well as the 

! more than ordi- 
of many of the 
Afiatic TrilJeSTuhjefl tQ^eii^^ffian Empire, there is 
yet no fixed authci^ity; ofii'd*Tiefiice it is, that the fame 
people are no\\\2ftfc| ihertf-iiitntioned under names 
>çj^ith termînatiohs''â*îît1:le' varied, but hot fo much 
as to occafion any obfcurity or doubt. Upon the 
whole, it is hoped, that the rich materials contained 
in tlîefe Travels, and the very great pains, that have 
been beftowccl on tranflating, printing, and embel- 
lifhing them, fo as to render thecn acceptable, will 
fecure them a favourable reception by every clals of 
Readers ; and that fliare of Public favour and pa- 
tronage to the Editors, which they will ever be fa' 
anxious and proud to enjoy. 

PERTH, Dec. zo, 1794. 
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ÏRAVÈLS IN RUSSIA, 

àuRING THÈ rkAÀS I788 t^ 1789* 



tHAÏ^. î. 

ENtir into RuJJi'a 6y Swedijh Fintand.-^FfedericJhaà. 

-^Wibûrg^ Capital éf Rùfftan Finland.-^Renmrks on 
• this Province and the Finks. -^-^Jourtuy froth, Wiburg 

to St Peti^fjbûtg. — Roads.-^RuJftan Innsi'^Skdges. 
* ^^Dejiription of this Vehicle. 

THE Gdmcîietcîsd Motives, which had led us in- 
to Sweden, determined us on a Journey into 
kuffia,— Mr Wiederi a CoftnbpoUtan Pfailofoidier, 
l^ho ih our different excurfioiis had been our .tra- 
velling companion, received with tranfport the prp- 
{ydtal of making a tour through Ruflia. v 

^ We will fee,*' faid he, " a new People.-^! am 
«* weafy of meeting none but Blazed nations, of 
Vol. I. A *• drawing 
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1 TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 

*' drawing none but.wdiil.Qfctf(eatur£sVi^hich bcatf 
*' a general refemblance ; and like thefe mutilated 
** antiques difcovered in Greece, exhibit only vefti- 
^ ges wafted by time, feirçHy recalling the idea of 
*' their primitive beauties. In Ruffia the features 
wilj be better expreffed, -or ut.leaft rudpr-than in 
any other country. — We will not find them co- 
vered by the roalk of artifice, and we will engrave 
them according to Nature. — Béfides I am curiotis 
to fee^ if the modern Legiflator, Peter, has really 
** deferved the nanoe of. Greats a title fo eafily pro- 
** ftituted J and his nation that of CiiHlizedy a cha-. 
^ rafter fo ftrangely abufed/* 

We very foon &t out on our Journey, which 
.ineld but to i^plaas of eftâbUlhitig an a(|y<M^t^eof|9 
.CommafûB^^y and to Mr Wicder the hopes of making 
iabibrvastioiis new and ufefiil to the.hiAorf ^f Man* 
kind, for whofe improvement he was tra^veHiiig. 

On leaving Finland, which is under tJ^e Swediili 
dominion, you enter into Rufiian Finland. — Frede- 
ricfiiam is the foirtrcfs which piroteâs thse^ froiitîtr*. 
it W2^s ceded to the Ruflians by the peace of Àbo^ 
The town is finall, but regular. In the centre there 
is. a fifuarey wherô all the flreets meet, whicji' givçs 
■^àfis place a fiogular look. The houfes, oste. of briqk 
excepted, are built of wood, but very neatly. Tike 
ifortificatiqos la^ rofpe<^ahle, and in good repair. 
IThe garrifon and troppsi, .which aji?; qi^ai^eredr in 

:.:^. .1 .a. /the 
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t&Q neighboimi^ viMa^s, amaitht to nczx &s. lhou«-t 
fknd mfesn. ,ïhe inhabitants carry taa a ItUic trader 
withitfae:;£ffigfi(h and DotcK Thèy feH wood and; 
taU0ir9;aod recdvefakanditokacco îni^^ j 

It was sft Fredéric&aan^ tfaaii In^SNredifl) fifajâl^ 
bad^ aji înfeerH)e>r;wi£ii thfii£napre& of Roffia in^ tht^ 
year 1783.}* The plaiis âftltis Princeâv i^ÊpcSàaa^ 
tibe Criniea and the navigation of the Bldtk &a^ veJ 
ipiiréd, thatbn the Swedifli £kle ifa^ Ihoilld feainr 
amdnarcb, whofe fea foF<^ had becoai? powerfinlf 
befides, flia was afraid cf a neigfaboari nkhOy^gcnaxA 
\ff hlsaitibidon^ lad the influence o£ the Cabinelt 
of Verâiilles, might raife ob&ruâiàns againft her^ 
lo^rcàakihg inroads, iota a prorince, indiich be mùft 
bare beeii under the temptation of cegaihiag by 
conqtieft.^ ■ The interview took place in the fine &ft^ 
loo; TJheir Majefties fpent three days at Frederic* 
ihaip, and tbéfe three days were dSftinguiihed by 
cofltiimed .feftivak. The Etnprefs had canfed a pa-, 
taee be built of wood, which might have paffed fo0 
a'ï>aîry Cafiie, it was ornaaierit@d and furm&ed 
with £b mia<fhtafte»— ^French Plays were afted m U 
mwy night. The interview terminated with the 
inoft pofiftive ajfurances of the firiâeft neutrality oil 
the part of the King; whoie latter cbn<fiiâ has fhowÂ 
^at the moft pofitive affùrames of a Kimgamount tow 

From Fredericâiacn you pafs to Wiburg, the ca^ 
jntal of Hi^w Finlaiid, and a place of ftrenfgth^ & 
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4 TRAVEES IN RUSSIA* 

twitèd on a pemnfula, which renders its polit^bii: ad* 
vantagcons. The ftatç of the Ramparts, of the Cat 
tic, and the Fort, fliow that all the importûo^ of riliis 
poft is fufficiently underload* Wiburg contams af 
bout nine thonfand inhabitants. Some brick hdu« 
&s defecve attention; the. reft ar<i of wood, /but 
çeat, and defended againfi the cold. It is ^t \fôv 
burg that the principal trade of the province is call- 
tied on ; the Englifh have the greateft fhare- Tliej 
come for cargoes of timber, tallow, pitch, aivi tar^ 
lor wiiich they bring wines, fpiceries, and Ëill. ' 0£ 
fifty or fixty yei&ls, which aanually enter tbi&p6rt|; 
(our fifths are Britifh. . v.V : 

This city has preferyed its courts of Jqfticéy «faotii 
dyil and criminal. Yet when it is neceflary to iiu 
fliâ: capital punifhment, the Judges are obfiged ta 
follow the Ruffian Code ; and in this cafe the Kmtui 
or banishment into Siberia is fubftituted foriDcskh* 

The bufinefs in the tribunals of this province 19 
conduced in the Swedilh, German, and Ruffian 
Languages» But the Peafant^ fpçak only th^ Fiuf. 
land, a language which has no afl&nity to either the 
Swediih or Ruflîan, though Finland lies betweei^ 
Sweden apd Ruffia. It ia a dialedl of tbaf fpo- 
ken by the Laplanders, but the 5wedi& or Gerr 
man is fpoken in the towns. The religion of the 
cpuntry is Lutheran. The Ruffians found it in the 
country before them, and thç toleration profefled 
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|iy tbdr Sonacti^J^led them to think it politic 
to: introduce no change.; a cgndud fo much the wi- 
ier, as in ftrid truth, the Conqueror, whom th^ 
fword or.othâ: measi^ have made mafter of a cqu^r 
try, has power Kmly oyer perfona and properties, 
not over.opiiitaos« Nevertheless the Rui&s^ns hav^ 
iotrn^ced their worfhip. The clç^gy qf thb cquut 
try ar^ mddeft^ aod e9fy, in conifequence of the mo- 
derate price of proyifio^ç ; the higheft Uving is B^ 
çd at four thouj^d Frendb livres, and the loweii^ at 
fifteen hundred.* . .; 

'. What, is np^ called Rufllan Finland belonged to 
tbe^wedes tHl tbcib^inning of this century. This 
country was ceded to Ruflia, one part by the trea^ 
ty.ib 1721, fo advantageous to theRufliw^, and 
4he otiict in 1743, by that of Ah^ which was not 
fefe in their favour, Thq nobl^ of this province 
have preCerved their privileges, and the miferablç^ 
pea&nts their fetters. This part of Finland is no|^ 
ibxjextenûve as Swediih Finland. It is remarkable 
that in both cQunt;rie3 the prpdudions of nature 2^^ 
fooner ripe in the parts covered with forefts, than 
oil the fea<-coaft and on. iflands. There the people 
breathe a more f^lubrious air. In the towns on tiie 
fea, only one. of fixty dies annuz^y, whijie there is 
born one of forty three. No country is better a- 
^pted to Botany. There are enumerated near 

tWr<«H 
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tWiiSmiiuriâétd difieféhi: kinds ct^vts^ Uûd^ ^ 
great number of herbs fit f or 4ivaeïïrî ufes* Tiiejr 
i^àafe rffo feVeraHdnds of grain, futbas^ wlieat,»rycy 
0É«s, barley,' but ^ of them^ cfpecial^^wlieit; w* 
^Uaiiitities too fca»ty for the'ft(^>ptyttf't^ inh^Ifba 
«atfts. The mrerval Wween &ed.ti*m and imrvlrit 
is* from ten to twçï ve weeks. «Ths ïlb^^s app^ ^xdn* 
cîpâMy-to thé'culwre of tobacco,' which thrivei* uji-' 
^minânly îft tHéir country. As to trees, thofe 
^«^]ld> bear fruit, fucti as^ Cherry and Plumb^ttiedb, 
are almoft always deftroyed by the rigours of win*. 
iÊA\ the lV[ùIberi7 is planted and thrives only on 
1^^ filandi^, ; the Oak does not gtipw beyond 6i, anA 
the ^Aflibeyoild^^ degrees. i^yj 

-^HÈ Finns^ a^nd Laptanders appear to hzve haà 
tKe'fâme origiil,'^iid to be a cploii^ of Huns, wfaà 
^^r having pafied the Danube, fpread over thei 
étfirthem regions, and preferved, it is did, theiui 
âiahners, and the fame language without mixture^ 
l^t> «Beslr two^ thoufand years. This - emigration^^ac^ 
âôrcBng to the Ruffian annals was prior to the Chri^ 
ftlan 5era. ^ 

** The peafants of Finland difier almoft entirely 
ftèhî the Ruffians ift their nature and drefs. Theâi? 
hàir h either white or red, which they wear fhedt 
oh the crown .and waying round the fhoulders ; and 
tliejF fliave tbèii» beards j whereas the Ruffians gepe^ 
idly have black hair, which they cut very fhort, 
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p^ yfitçit riieÎF beardg^ wljich:àtoong them ia a badge 
oi rçligîon^ of ^whicfe we ihall iiave occafion to 4>eàk 
afterwards* The Finns^ by the commerce Whkb 
they have tw*h foreigners^ are:aH<> mote ciyiUzjed 
than thoft .B^flwins^ who do not refide in the .capi- 
tal or are, »pt their, neighboors. In the finaUéft vifr 
lages in Finland, articles caq bd eafiVyjprocured»^hifh 
it is difficult Jc^'ftwjiii: the largeû cities in Ruflk. 
V TitOAi.Wibwfg to.St Peterfburg it is a day and a 
feaJPs joyrney,^ which in Ruflia is performed gener 
rally inalfledgpi a commodious and pleafant vehicle^ 
partly open atid partly clbfe, . It is of the form of a 
cradle. The ftuff, which covers it, carried forward 
two feet in front, is open at the end, and furniflied 
w4th»curtaias, that can be drawn in bad weather^ 
Thcfe vehicles are defended on the outfide^ by mats 
and oil-ikins. The infides of hackney fledgea are 
lified with cloth.; but velvet or fome ftuflF ftiU 
more coûly, eveai furs, are the ufual lining jof 
private flodges, which gcneraliy fhut dofcr ihasi 
oor carriagefiv They contain only one peribn, wKo 
may .fit or ly in them« Every fledge is draw» by 
two horfcs, which the narrovsrnefs of the roads oftctn 
cMige to yoke the one before. the other.. In thefe 
carriage?, yaûrluftially go at- the rate of leven» oir 
eight miles, an hour.;. and what is invaluable, yoii 
aot only feei no, joit; hut' fcarcdy perceive the mo^ 
tion .of ^th& iledge, beeaiifev|roit:ahno& always itavd 
tr'i on 



8 TRAVELS IN RUSSÎA: 

on beaten fnow ; and befides in Ruffi^; efpédàSy M 
the frontiers, and the places fleaii tbé capital, the 
roads are generally fandy and excellent during the 
winter, which reigns there for two thirds, of the 
year. This is the only feâfon when ydu can travel 
in this country, and when the internal ttade of thé 
empire is in full activity* 

A TRAVELLEk would fiild hiiAfi^If véfy comfort*, 
able in thefe fledges, which are real ambulatory 
chambers, if he were not obliged to fill them wkft 
whatever he may tieed on the toad ; fof he would 
in vain feek to be fuppliéd in the inns, which are 
miferable cottages, juft like what is called in Spain 
and Portugal ma 'Oentd. The Ruffian inns diflRrf 
from the latter only by their Warm-Rooms w 
Stoves, where you pafs from extreme cold to heàt 
ftill more extreme; a tranfition dangerous td foreign'^ 
ers, but it has, or feems to have no eflFeft upon thé 
impailïble Ruffiané In thefe cduntryûnns, eggs and 
milk may be got, with which the fobriety of thé 
people of the country is contented, and even enter* 
tained, by fome method of dreffing them, wi^kh 
the good Ruflians think excellent, but we thou^t 
deteftablcé " In cookery as in morality/' faid Mr 
Wieder, who put up with every thing, ." cuftom 
*' rules imperioufly, and works wonders." So as 
cafy travellers we renewed our ftock of provifions. 
in the principal towns we met on our road, where 
< the 
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the inns ar* very often excellent, by the care taken 
by the Governor to keep, or catufe them to be kept 
v^ell provided. 

We had been fo much intimidated by thé reports 
of the cold, vi^hich we mûft experience, that during 
this firft excûrfion in Ruflia^ which lafted a few 
days, and was a kind of apprenticefliip to us, we 
put * pBliJfe ibovt pelijfe^ and aftet the fécond jour-, 
iicy,* we accoutred oUrfel^es like the people of the 
country, who know better than almoft any other 
people to fectire themfelves againft the moft intenfe 
^oldi 
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ARÉirAXl at St Pet'erJbUrg,^^Situation ^f this city.'-^ 
Motives that determined Peter the Firji to tranfpori 
thhker the feat of Empire. — Thefortt^efs. — The ifland 
of Sf Feierjburgj which gives its name to the dty.-^ 

Streets.. — HoUfss^-^Palace, Suj^erb banks of the 

Neva» 

St* Pf terfburg; where ^ve arrived after two days 
tfavelting, is fitriated in Latitude 60^, Longitude 
39*^9 94^ reckoning ffom the meridian of Ferro. 
YoL.I. . r^ : B This 

;. . • * A fcloak lined with fur. 
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This city k built near the gulf of Finland, partly 
upon ifles, and partly upon the banks of the Neva^ 
a majeftic and deep river, which procures to this 
city all the èonveniencies a capital could wifli for. 
The principal divifions of it are, the Admiralty 
Quarter, the ifland of St Bafile, (Vaffili-oftrof) the 
Fortrefs, and the fuburbs of Livonia, of St Alexan- 
der-Neufki, of Mofcow, and Wiburg. 

Powerful motives, without doubt, determined 
Peter I. to tranfport the imperial rcfidence from the 
centre of the empire to Ingria, z frontier province, 
of which the conqueft was fcarcely fecured to him. 
To exculpate him from the reproaches which on 
this account have been caft on him by his detraAors, 
pigmies that perceived not they calumniated a man 
of genius, whofe flight they could not reach ; we 
might fay in a few words, that he was induced to 
this removal of the imperial feat by the frequent in- 
furreâions of the people of Mofcow, who are yet 
in a ftate of barbarifm, and conJSder as faerilegious 
innovations, the advances they are direâed to make 
towards right reafon, if tlwy contradift their preju- 
dices. The oppofition they fhewed againft the efta- 
blilhments of Peter, gave him an abhorrence to this 
city, and induced him to fly to the banks Of the 
Neva, whofe fittfation enabled him to eflèclùate the 
t^vo plans he had formed, of rendering RuffiaJtma- 
ritime power, whiclv could diipky her force in the 

Baltic, 
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9aâtic, ainid the Teas, which sature hsld placed for her 
convenience) and alfo of giving her influence in the 
iKdance of Europe. 

It is true, it might be told him that he relinquifli. 
.cd the climate of Mofcow, the mildeft of the em- 
pire, to go to inhabit a marfcy and wild country j 
that if the Neva promifed convenieiTcies for naviga- 
tion, it pjçfènted alfo an infinite number of obfta» 
des, that he was not ignorant that thie ifles and 
rodcs'of the gulf of Finland rendered its navigation 
' Very dangerous, and that the Bar at its mouth would 
not allow large fhips to come to St Peterfburg. Pe* 
ter Êiw and knew all thefe inconveniencies, znà 
tmilt this capital, celebrated in our days, which in 
J 703 was nothing but an cxtenfive fwamp, inhabits 
cd by a few fifiiermen. The philofopher, who with 
ibrrow fees in conquerors and the greateft part of 
the mailers of the earth, called Kings or Emperors, 
nothing but men, who have deftroyed rather than 
built, delights to trace the progre^ of this riiing d* 
ty. As foon as Peter the Great had conquered In^ 
gcia againfi the Swedes, and extended the bounda- 
|ies of his empire as far as the coaft of the Baltic 
feà, he formed the reiblution of railing a fortrefs on 
a fmall ifland at the mouth of the Neva, in order to 
fecure his conquefts^ and open a new rpad to com- 
merce. The firft beginning was (he eftablijObment 
Mof a trifling battery on another ifland of the Neva, 

B 2 occupied 
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now occupied by the academy of fcienccs» Thij 
officer who commanded there, was n^med Vafftlt; 
and as the orders he received from Peter came tQ 
him under the addrefs of Vaff%li-na-oJir(jfy tfeat is, 
Vajjili on the ijland; this part' of the city rjptaine4' 
the name of Vajfili-ofirof* 

On the i6th*of May 1703, this fortrcfe wai be* 
gun, and, in fjnte of the obftacles occafioned by 9 
^ iwampy ground, the inexperience of the. workipen^ 
joined to the rigour of the feafcn, and flill more to 
the wicked deiigns of fome malcontente, Avho fccret- 
ly wiftied to difcourage them^ there was feen rifi?, 
as by a kind of enchantment, a citadel furrounded 
by a very fblid earthen yampart and fix baftionj, 
which were repaired fome time after. 

Perrt^ who has written on Ruffia, and was then 
in the country, tells U3, that the workmen who 
J)uilt this fort, were even in want of the moft nçr 
ceflary tools, as mattocks, (liovels, and wheel-bar» 
rows, and, to the aftonifhment of beholders, in thç 
fpace of five months, a fortrefs >\^as feen rife froTO 
below the ground, although the 4bil, adcjs he, was 
fo thin in this place, that the people employed were 
under the neceflity of çarryirîg it in the Ikirts' of 
.their coats, or in bags macje of mats, the ufe of 
wheel-barrows being then unknown to them. 

Scarcely was this fortrefs built, when Petcf 
wilhed to have a fmall hpufe for himfelf on the 

neighbouring 
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jid^ghbouring iflapd. . From this toufe, àiiti from 
his refidingtherç, the ifland took 'the naihtr of St 
P^/^«r^/-^hich-it\afterwàî'diS gafve? to the càpîtaH 
This hpufc, \çm and narrow j is ^ill preftn^ed îH 
memory of a ibvereign, who was pleafed''tO'B5dgé 
m it. There is no doubt biit th^' duglit ^to ' fee- the 
raoft auguft moRûment m 6t Peterff>urg. . Sbofl'af- 
iter he cauied aDotHer wooden hbufe be bmRnn the 
peighbourhood, iargei^ and -taorë ' con veniènt J^ 'hÀ . 
}vhidb Prince Mcnzîîcof loiigéd, and wherié ht^Vë 
^[udienpe to foreign miiiiftèrk ^Àt a: itioderate'-Sift 
jtâncè from* this, A^as à tà^TH Vél-y'^ttyHeh froqûéntff 
cd.by the x^qortjer^ f for Pe^jér hjraâfetf offén» wi^^é 
ir oa Sunday aftçr^^vine 'îkt<Até\ àhd it is à ^èHëêHi 
Tule, that courtiers follow their- mÉrftèrsJ^-TliéiS 
they not only drank at the Ikte ^of thèîfi irfdnardtfj 
jBvho was very fopd of partiÇjS' ^thî§ fcind^ but thef 
,wcre befides attraded thither- by the èxhîbïtiàxi^ 6Î 
fire-works ?ind other entertainments. - -' ; '' o 

. On the '30th of M^y 1706, Peter made thé 'èàrâil 
jfcn rapiparts of the fprtrefe be lifted, and founded a 
©cw one on the fame ground/ Ift 17 ïo, Count^Gaï^ 
litzin Built the fir ft brick houie. The year foitewi 
ing, the Emperor raifed a fécond on the fame pkri; 
and hard by it, another. His example was an or- 
der for the Ruffian lords ; fo that thefe building 
fucceeded with aftonifliing rapidity; and this fettle- 
joient, that announced not what it was to be, in a 
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few yeai^ became a'flpuriflung capital. After ÙM 
can it be £ùd, that kisgs are ziot; mag^ciaos? But Iroin 
the accounts, we ^e going to give» fome judgment 
jnay be f<»:n)ed cf Peter's defpotiç aiutbority, and of 
his aeeal to enlarge and eodbeUifli thkCapttal^andinaks 
it equal to tbe.o^l^r cities of the Courts of £urape. 
, In tlje year 1714, he ordered all the houfes on 
the iiland of St Feter&tirg, and in^the Adxniràltf- 
Quarter J psurtic^larly thofe on the banks of the Nev^, 
%q be bpU|^ of bricks; and wpod» after the German 
feÔ^ÎQJïr: Ws ppbKfliepl an order» enjoimog every 
Pp)Uk<e^Ç>prietor of five hundred peaiants to buihl 
^jCfst^^^tent çf ground, and a proprietor of 9 
t^u^i;^4 pesgfapts a double extent ^ the former wem 
obl^gpd to hijdid at le|ft three houfes, and the l;d:ter 
'&fr:î:-^J^ principal nstérchants were bound to have 
a )K>ufi^ at St Peterfbttrg« Befides, he ordered that 
|?yery Jargg/hip, which entered the port, Ihoul4 
bring thirty ftones, every fniall one ten, and every 
peafant'.s waggon three ftones, to be ufed in the e- 
;^eâjii9&of bridges and other public edifices; that 
tbe roo& of the houfps till that time covered with 
boards and bark, and confequently too much expo- 
fe4 to fire, ihould be done with tiles and turf In 
•xyiSj the Emperor gave his approbation to a regu- 
lar plan for the new dty, and made it be publiflied. 
.Thç.prîndpal part was to be on the iiland of Vaffîli 
(Va^*pi|i3of ) and it was to be interfeâed, like the 

cities 
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ddes of Holland, by cansds dug in the. principal 
ftreets, and ikirted with trees, but this plan waa not 
executed. The engineer entrufied with the direo 
tion of thefe canals, confined them fo, that it was 
impoffible to draw any advantage from them« 
Thofe which are yet remaining, do not anfwer the 
purpofe Peter had in view, viz. the deanneis of the 
ftreets : befides, in the confiruétion of the houfes^ 
the gutters are Ho clumiily executed, as to pour. aU 
the rain water upon them. There was alfo another 
inconvenience. The Emprels, Ann, wifhed to refide 
in the Admiralty-quarter. The hobility, who&iU 
low and ape their mafters,^ imitated the example of 
tile fovereign, fo that at this day, if you except fbme 
public edifices, and a row of houfes on the banks 
of the Neva, Vai&ii-ofirof is the worft quarter of the 
town, and alone contains more wooden houfes than 
all the reft together. 

Peter's fucceffors have continued to embellifh 
St Peterfburg, but none has contributed more to 
this, than the Emprefs Catharine IL who, without 
any exaggeration may be called its fécond founder, 
for from the year 1762, more houfes have been 
built in St Peterfburg, than from its foundation to 
that period. Yet in fpite of all the immenfe works 
and embellifhments made by her, it is eafily perceU 
vcd that St Peterfburg is a dty yet in its craddle. 
Its afpeâ however is commanding and very pidur« 

efque 
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éfque. High and fpacious edifices, the biijc&f.t^ 
the Neva, its dîffereùt arms, two fopérb quays, a; 
multitude of fteeples, fome guilt, others filvetedy 
form the moft varied as well as the moft agfeeable 
perfpedive. The ftiîeets are generally broad, parti- 
cularly ihofe with canals. Among others there are 
^ûte, which fet oflF from thé admiralty arid extend» 
to the extremity of the fubiirbs^ and a^re at kîrft 
half a^ league in length. The moft part are paved 
and the reft are covered with pbnks after the old 
Riiifianxuftom. In thefe ftreets^ which ate never- 
thdefe dirty in wifiter and full of duft in fummer, 
there are foot-ways very convenient for perfons? 
walking. At thé corner of every ftteet (here 'is * 
poft. painted green, oh which is written the name 
of the ftreet in German and Rufffew 

Ik ibme quarters, ,but efpecially in Vaflili-oftrofy 
there are wooden houfes, which are hardly any 
thing but cottages, at the fide of magnificent ptib^ 
lie buildings, but this odd appearance is lefs com-^ 
mon there, than in Mofcow, the only city, from 
which one can form an idea of what a Rufiian city 
formerly was. 

The brick houfes are overlaid with a kind of ftilc-* 
CO of a whitifli colour, which has made feveral fo- 
reigners fey, they were built of ftone. There are 
only two houfes in St Peterfburg, built of ftone. 
One is the Emprefs' palace, on the banks of the 

Neva, 
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Neva, which is called the marble-palace from a mag- 
nfficent colonnade of Granatej the other is the 
church of St Ifaac, which merits the attention of 
travellers^ 

, The hotels of the nobles are in general vaft piles 
of building, although not fo great nor magnificent 
as many of thofe to be feen at Mofcow. They are 
richly furniflied and with as much elegance as at 
Paris oi" London* They ftand chiefly qn the fouth 
bank of the Neva, in the Admiralty-quarter, 6v in 
the fuburbs of Livonia and Mofcow, which are the 
moft beautiful quarters of the city. 

The banks of the Neva furnifli' a Angular piro^i, 
fyé^t. 1 he Water of this deep rapid and broad ri- 
ver is as clear as cryftal. They boaft of it as the 
beft in Europe^ Yet Models a celebrated chymift^ 
who firft analyfed it, found it contained mineral 
particles, which may prove hurtful to a conftitution 
not accuftomed to it. It is alfo at firft very un- 
wholefome to foreigners, to whom, it gives diarr- 
hasas and hemorrhoids. To avoid thefe accidents, 
it muft at firft be boiled and foftened with wine 
and mead. This is the method we took, and we 
found ourfelves much the better for it. The two 
banks of this river are ornamented with beautiful 
houfes. On the north fide are the citadel, and the 
buildings for the accommodation of the academies 
of fciences and. arts. Thefe are the moft ft'rikîng 

Vol. I. C objects 
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objets. On the other bank ftand the Imperial Pa^ 
lace, the Admiralty, feveral hotels belonging trf 
Nobles, and the houfes of the Britifli în one row, at 
inoft aU poffeffed by merchantar of this nation, Fa-i 
cing tbefe buildings and oh the fouth fide, extends a- 
quay, that k a league in length, and fuffcrs no in- 
terruption but by the buildings of the admiralty^ 
Another quay as extenfive and oh the fame plan ha** 
been b^iilt at the expence of the Emprefe. The pa- 
rapet, whrch is breaft-high, is covered with large 
pieces of Gfanate, which produce the fineft effect^ 
. and form a monû'meiït of the nâunifîcehce of this^ 
Prince^, as beautiful as durable* 

Although the houfes in St Peteirfburg are clofer*' 
to one another, than in other Ruffian cities, anrf 
though they ai^e even contiguous ill feveral quar-: 
ters, yet this capital fefembfes them more in tlie ir- 
regular manner, in which thefe houfes are fcattered* 

As the Ruffians wifli to* be lodged in the EngliOi^ 
ftile, that is, occupy a whole hoiife, adthough the in»^ 
dividual fortune of moft of them cannot bear fi> 
heavy a rent, the confequence is, that the rents, 
inftead of diminifliing in proportion to the number* 
of houfes building every day, on the contrary are' 
augmented every year, and at prefent a fimple in- 
dividual can hardly be lodged for a hundred roubles*^' 

Some 

* Near twenty pounds ftcrling. 



* • 



TRAVELS IN RUSSIA; 19 

SoM^ years ago the Government fuAroixncïed the 
|dty with a rampart twenty one wrefts, or about 
five leagues in circumference, but this inclofure waj 
executed with fo little attention and with material» 
fo infufficient, that it has need qF ftrong reparation, 
in many places* Built «n a low marihy fituation4 
St Peterfburg is fubjed to innundations, which have 
.often qiufed the greateft ravages, Thefe accident? 
are occafioncd by the weft winds forcing back the 
iireams of the Neva. 

The inhabitants of this city remeipber with terr 
pror the inundation of 1777, when in the ifles of 
Vaffili-oftrof and St Peterfburg, the waters rofe ten 
feet and a half above their level, overfet feveral hour 
fes, and threw down the greateft number of thé 
bridges. We Ihall obferve in our way that the 
one part of St Peterfburg is cpnneded with the Of 
ther, only by a bridge of boats, that is drawn eve. 
ry time that the Neva begins to bring down flioah 
of ice. Thefe dragged from the lake Ladoga by a 
rapid current, ruih with precipitation into the ri-«. 
ver, where by their enormous fize they would caufc 
the greateft deftruftion, and overturn every thing 
ihey might meet in their courfe during the innun- 
dation. Till the river be entirely frozen and afford 
a fafe paffage to even the heavieft carriages, the two 
parts of the city fcparated by the river remain with- 
out any regular means of communication. To ob- 

C 2 viate 
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viate ttis inconvenience,^ becaufe it is imppffiblc to 
build a bridge on account of the depth of the river, 
the Government and the Colleges, which were for- 
merly at V^li-oftrof near, the Exehange,ih^ve;been 
removed into thç diftrid, where the Imperial Pa^ 
\auqt flands. 



-r^ 
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E^^STRiANjiatue of Peter i — Temperature of St 
Peterjburg. — Long and Jhort days. — Evils occajioned 
by the cold.-^Means of guarding againjl it. — Singu- 
lar amufemenis on the Neva d^ing Winter. — Famous 
market heldatCbriJlmafs^ — Proviftons brought thither. 

^ OT far from the Ncva^ and near the bridge of 
boats juft mentioned is a monument, that Qfni'.iuLle 
and Admiration have ere^ed fa'Sefer the Gredh It is 
^n equeftrian ftatue.*o£ this Prince, of vbronze, of 
CololTean lize, and the work of the celebrated INÎr 
Falconet, It was raifcd at tJie cxpence cf the lùii- 
prefs in honour of the' memory of a prince, \v];oni 
fee has made it her duty to take for lier models and 
we may add without flattery, wl^ofe viitties and 
abilities flie poffeffcs without his vices- 
It is really a mafterly performance. Mr Falconet 
has completely tit the figure of the monarch. His 

leading 
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now occupied by the academy of fciences* Thij 
officer who commanded there, was n^med Vqfiili ; 
and as the orders he received from Peter came tQ 
him under the addrefs of Vajftii-na-ojlrdf^ that is^ 
Vajfili on the ijland; this part' of the city rjptaine4' 
the name of Vajftluoftxof^ 

On the i6th*of May 1703, this fortrcfe wai be* 
gun, and, in fpAte of the obftacles occafioned Jby .^ 
^ iwampy ground, the inexperience of the. workmen, 
joined to the rigour of the feafcn, and fiill more tp 
the wicked deiigns of fome malcontente, Avho fccret- 
ly wiibed to difcourage them, there was feen rife, 
as by a kind of enchantment,' a citadel furrounded 
by a very fblid earthen yampart and ax baftions» 
which were repaired fome time after. 

Perry^ who has written on Ruffia, and was then 
in the country, tells us, that the workmen who 
built this fort, were even in want of the moû nçr 
ccflary tools, as mattocks, fliovels, and wheel-bar* 
rows, and, to the aftonifhment of beholders, in thç 
{pace of five months, a fortrefs was feen rife fron|i 
below the ground, although the foil, adds he, was 
ib thin in this place, that the people employed were 
under the neceffity of carrying it in the Ikirts' of 
.their coats, or in bags made of mats, the ufe of 
wheel-barrows being then unknown to them. 

Scarcely was this fortrefs built, when Pctci: 
wifhed to have a fmall houfe for bimfeUF on the 

neighbouring 
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jftèîghbouring iflapd. From this toufe, àtiti from 
his refidingtherç, %ke ifland look 'the namtr of St 
FetêtJburgyif^hkh:AÎ:x£teYm^à$pèveto the capital; 
This hpufe, loîvï^ and parroWj Is ^ill preferred îH 
memory of i ibvereign, who was pteafed' to fôd^ 
in it. Thete is no dbiibt bût th^ ouglit to fce-thc 
moft auguft mo»«mént iii 6fe'Peterff>urg. . Soofl af- 
jtcrhe cauied axiotHer wopden hbuie be builHir the 
fieighbisiurhood, iargei^ and -inôré ' con veulent i* iri . 
)»hich Prince Menzikof lodged, and where hfe'^Vdi 
q[Uiiionf:e ta foreign miliii^rk ^At a; itioderaTiè^'^ 
jkince fromMhis, ^^as à ta^ra-Vé*y:^tt>tieh froqûènlfi 
^d.by the x^qQCtjess f for Pe^jér hirisâèîf often*' weffi^é 
îr oa Sunday afccri divine ûtiAcé^, and it is à gértéVii 
Tulé, that courtiers foHôW their' rnàfters.-^-Tlie't^ 
they not only drank at the ikfe ^of théîfi tridnardtf; 
jvho was very fbpd of parting- ^thîâfeind^bktthe^ 
jwere befidres attraded thither^ by the èxhîbîticm^ 6Î 
fire-works ?ind other entertainments. - — - "^ ^' 
- On the '30th of M^y 1706, Peter made the eaiptKl 
tn rapiparts of thb fprtrefc be lifted, and founded a 
oewone on the fame ground* In 17 io, Count^GaJt 
litzin Built the fir ft brick houle. The year follows 
ing, the Emperor raifed a fécond on the fame plan; 
and hard by it, another. His example was an or- 
4er for the Ruffian lords; fo that thefe building^ 
fucceeded with aftonilhing rapidity; and this fettle- 
fnent;^ that announced not ^hat it was to be, in a 

few 
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few ycçwes^ became afipurilhing capital. After ÙM 
ç»n it be fud, that kings are pot; mag^iaos? But from 
the accounts, we are going to give, fome judgment: 
jnay be fwmed of Peter's defpotic aiutharity, and of 
^13 Teal to enlarge and endbeUiflx thi&Gaptital,andfliaks 
jt equal to the oçljer cities oi the Courts of Europe* 
^ In tjtieyear 1714, he ordered all the houfes on 
the ifland of St F^p^ribxurgj and in, the Admiràkf- 
Quarter, psurtiç^larly thofe on the banks of the îîevs, 
y^ hp bpilf^ of bricks; anil wpod» after the German 
%&i9fh: M^ ppbKfliepl an order» enjoimng every 
P|C>|bk. {proprietor of five hundred peaiants to huild 
% jcf ];t^4»texit Qf ^ouud, and a proprietor of 9 
tybM>]u^4 S^'^J^ a 4ouble extent.^ the former wens 
oU^gpd to hijdld at le|ft three houfes, and the l^tew 
ii^r;^^ principal merchants were bound to have 
a )ipufi^ at St Peterfburg4 Befides, he ordered that 
|?yery Jargfc-ihip, which entered the port, fhoukl 
bring thirty ftones, every fmall one ten, and every 
peafaat'4 waggon three ftones, to be ufed in the e- 
reajion^f bridges and other public edifices; that 
tbe .roo& of the houfps till that time covered with 
boards and bark, and confequently too much e:q>o- 
fe4 to fir^i ftiould be done with tiles and turf. In 
.j^7i6, the Emperor gave his approbation to a regu- 
larplan for the new dty, and made it be publifhed. 
Thf .principal part was to be on the ifland of Vaffîli 
£y^Jivpi|iDof ) and it was to be interfeâed, like the 

cities 



TRAVELS m RUSSIA. ts 

ddes of Holland, by cansds dug in the. principal 
ftreets, and ikirted with trees, but this plan waa not 
executed. The engineer cntrufted with the direc- 
tion of thefe canals, confined them fo, that it was 
impoffible to draw any advantage from theiQ« 
Thofe which arc yet remaining, do not anfwcr the 
purpofe Peter had in view, viz. the deanneis of the 
ftreets : befides, ia the conftruâion of the houfes^ 
the gutters are (o clumiily executed, as to pour. aU 
the rain water upon them. There was alfo another 
inconvenience. The Emprels, Ann, wifhed to refide 
in the Admiralty-quarter. The hobility, who £oiU 
low and ape their mafters,^ imitated the example of 
tile fovereign, fo that at this day, if you except fome 
public edifices, and a row of houfes on the banks 
of the Neva, VaiSli-oftrof is the worft quarter of the 
town, and alone contains more wooden houfes than 
all the reft together. 

Peter's fucceffors have continued to embelliih 
St Peterfburg, but none has contributed more to 
this, than the Emprefs Catharine IL who, without 
any exaggeration may be called its fécond founder, 
for from the year 1762, more houfes have been 
built in St Peterfburg, than from its foundation to 
that period. Yet in fpite of all the immenfe works 
and embellifhments made by her, it is eafily percei- 
ved that St Peterfburg is a city yet in its craddle. 
Its afpeâ however is commanding and very piéhu*-' 

efque 
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efqufi. High and fpaciôus edifices, the inajcftyirf 
the: Neva, its different arms, two ftipérb quays, 3^ 
multitude of fteeples, fome guilt, others liivered,* 
form the moft varied as well as^ the moft agteeable 
perfpeâive. The ftiieets are generafiy broad, parti- 
cularly t hofe with canals* Among others there ar« 
tliifeCy which fet off from thé adâiiralty arid éxten* 
to the extremity 6f the fubiirbs^ and are at *k3ft 
lidf a. league in length. The moft p»rt are pavedi 
and the reft are covered with planfes -after tfte old? 
Rniffiaajciiftom* In théfe ûréets,' which afe never* 
thdefe dirty in wifiter alnd full of duft in fummer, 
there are foot- ways vâ*y convenient for perfons^ 
walking. At thé corner of every ftfeet th^re 'is àr 
pdff. painted green, oh which is written the name 
of the ftreet in German and Ruffëj , .. ^ 

lit fome. quarters, , but efpècially m Vaflili-oftrofy 
there are wooden houfes, which are hardly any 
thing but cottages, at the fide of magnificent pub- 
lic buildings, but this odd appearance is leis com« 
mon there, than in Mofcow, the only city, from 
which one can form an idea of what a Ruflian city 
formerly was. 

The brick houfes are overlaid with a kind of ftUc-*- 
CO of a whitifli colour, which has made feveral fo- 
reigners fey, they were built of ftone. There are 
only two houfes in St Peterfburg, bnilt of ftone. 
One is the Emprefs' palace, on the banks of the 

Neva, 
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Neva, which is called the marble-palace from a mag- 
nificent colonnade of Granate; the other is the 
church of St Ifaac, which merits the attention of 
travellers^ 

, The hotels of the nobles are in general vaft piles 
of building, although not fo great nor magnificent 
as many of thofe to be feen at Mofcow. They arc 
richly furnifhed and with as much elegance as at 
Paris oi* London • They ftand chiefly on the fouth 
bank of the Neva, in the Admiralty.quarter, or in 
the fuburbs of Livonia and Mofcow, which are the 
moft beautiful quartets of the city. 

The banks of the Neva furnilh a Angular pro-i 
fptâ. 1 he Water of this deep rapid and broad ri- 
ver is as clear as cfyftal. They boaft of it as the 
befl: in Europe^ Yet Models a celebrated chymift^ 
who fifft analyfed it, found it contained mineral 
particles, which may prove hurtful to a conftitution 
not accuftomed to it. It is alfo at firft very un- 
wholefome to foreigners, to whom, it gives diarr- 
hoeas and hemorrhoids. To avoid thefe accidents, 
it muft at firft be boiled and foftened with wine 
and mead. This is the method we took, and we 
found ourfclves much the better for it. The two 
banks of this river are ornamented with beautiful 
houfes. On the north fide are the citadel, and the 
buildings for the accommodation of the academies 
of fciences and. arts, Thefe are the moft ft'riking 

Vol. I. C objecls 
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Hqjoc. High and fpacious edifices» the inàjeftyio:^ 
the; Neva, its différent arms, two fuperb quays, i 
Hiuhitude of fteeplcs, fiDtne guilt, others filveredy 
form the moft varied as well as^ the moft agreeable 
perfpeâive. The ftiieets.are generally broad, parti^^ 
citlarly thofe with canals* Among others there ar« 
tJufeCy which fet oflF from thé admiralty arid extend» 
to the extremity 6f the fubiirbs^ and are at k^ft 
Kdf a. league in length. The moft part arc paved 
and the reft are covered with planks after the old 
RaiiBaajciiftom* In thefe ûréets^ which afe never* 
thdefe dirty in wifiter alnd fuU of duft in fummer» 
there are foot-ways vâ*y convenient for jperfon.s? 
walking. At thé corner of every ftfeet th^re 'is àr 
poft. painted green, oh which is written the name 
of the ftreet in Gçrmaù and Ruffèj ^ 

In ibme . quarters, .but efpécially m Valfili-oftrof^ 
there are wooden houfes, which are hardly any 
thing but cottages, at the fide of magnificent pub-* 
lie buildings, but this odd appearance is lels com<^ 
mon there, than in Mofcow, the only city, from 
which one can form an idea of what a Ruflian city 
formerly was. 

The brick houfes are overlaid with a kind of ftUc-- 
CO of a whitifli colour, which has made feveral fo- 
reigners fey, they were built of ftone. There are 
only two houfes in St Peterfburg, built of ftone. 
One is the Empreis' palace, on the banks of the 

Neva, 
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Neva, which is called the marble-palace from a mag- 
nificent colonnade of Granate; the other is the 
church of St Ifaac, which merits the attention of 
travellers^ 

, The hotels of the nobles are in general vaft piles 
of building, although not fo great nor magnificent 
as many of thofe to be feen at Mofcow. They arc 
richly furnifhed and with as much elegance as at 
Paris oi* London* They ftand chiefly on the fouth 
bank of the Neva, in the Admiralty.quarter, or in 
the fuburbs of Livonia and Mofcow, which are the 
moft beautiful quarters of the city. 

The banks of the Neva furnifll' a Angular pro-i 
fytdt. 1 he Water of this deep rapid and broad ri- 
ver is as clear as cryftal. They boaft of it as the 
beft in Europe* Yet Models a celebrated chymift^ 
who firft analyfed it, found it contained mineral 
particles, which may prove hurtful to a conftitution 
not accuftomed to it. It. is alfo at firft very un- 
wholefome to foreigners, to whom, it gives diarr- 
hacas and hemorrhoids. To avoid thefe accidents, 
it muft at firft be boiled and foftened with wine 
and mead. This is the method we took, and we 
found ourfelves much the better for it. The two 
banks of this river are ornamented with beautiful 
houfes. On the north fide are the citadel, and the 
buildings for the accommodation of the academies 
of fciences and. arts, Thefe are the moft ftriking 
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There is not a fpeâacle in the world like that, 
which the Neva exhibits in winter. Carriages, 
fledges^ an infinite number of people on foot, are 
continually croffing it, and thus form a fucceilion 
of objeâs always in àâioïi. Different. parties of 
common people, difpcrfed or togethcï, bufy or aipu- 
fing themfelvcs, every one in his own way. Here 
are long fpaces furroiij^ed with barriers, in favour 
of thofe who go .aTlIbatiâ^ There is 'an inclofure in 
which horle^.ârré exerdfed," as in a riding fchool, 
and fartlbrf off^th^ croud is drafted by a fledge 
race — The %àec, in >srhich they rthj, is cira^r and 
about y^^ite in length. A\ 

Tnc^'if^ificial mountains made of ice ÎNlsalfo ano.- 
ther amufemfent, for the common people. Ttiey raife 
on the river a kind of mount, about thirty fiset high, 
with ^ plitform at the top, to which they go up by 
a ladder. . From the top of this to thé bottom, cx-i 
tends ^an inclined plane, all the ^y coveted with 
ice, #hich they ciontrive to mahô- by jplanks, on 
whicK pieces of ice are laid, and fi:^d' by throwing 
beneath them water, v^hich iuftantly freeze. From 
the l^^S^sS^à^i^ this planetouclies the ground, they 
^^^^V^^^ toifes in length «nd four 

in bilaiivin^^î^P^^^ fkirt it, as well 

as the mouiit, with* êr'bôards; tlïên "fledges, which 
are placed at the topi Df the mount, fet off like light- 
ping, and are let go on the inclined plancj with 

D 2 fuch 
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fiich rapidity, that thefe fledges advance ftill morç 
than an hundred toifes, on the flat road dtawn oi^ 
the- ice. Where this road ends there is comirionly 
another mount of ice, in every refpeft lijie thajt, 
which they had juft run over j come down fron^ 
one, they immediately get upon another, by the 
fame fpring. The greateft experience is nçceflary 
for this exerçifç, and Ikill too to prefcrve the ba- 
lance, particular y when they are hurling do^ni thc> 
inclined plane, for the fmalleft falfe fl:ep, would oc- 
cafion a dangerous fall. In thefe kinds of fports, it 
is more prudent to be a fpeftator, than an aélor» 
The young people alfo amufe themfelves, with Aid- 
ing from the top to the foot of the mount, com- 
monly on one fcate, becaufe they fjnd it eafter to 
preferve their babnce on one leg, than on both. 
Thefe fmall mounts when they are multiplied, form 
a profped: very agreeable, by the verdure, with 
which they are ornamented, and which bears a fin* 
gular contraft to the fnow. 

The market which is held on the Neva, merits alio 
the attention of a traveller. The Ruffians being aci 
cuftomed to lay in their provifions for winter, at the 
end of Chriftmafs-Lent, (we fliall fpeak afterward» 
of the four lents of the Ruffians) there is held on 
fhe river and hard by the fortrefs, a market for this 
purpofe, which lafts three days, and is Angular in 
its kind. On the two fides of a ftrect a mile in 

length. 
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îèpgth, there is fexpoféd td faleani^mçnfe qiJiptitjr 
pi provîûons, fuffici<?nt to fupport ?11 the iahaWf 
tarits of the capital for three montl^s. Thither arc 
jbroughj: many tbovfand b^lk)ck$« flwep, hog^, pigs, 
gccfe, fpwls, 5^n fo ftiflfandfirozep, that you woul4 
imagine the animals petrified. The l^rgeft are rant 
ged in circles, with the hind legs fixed in the fnow, 
and the fore legs and the head turned towards onç 
another : then foUoiçr feyeral rows of fmaller ani- 
mals formed proportionally/ The intervals arip fiU- 
led up with fowls ï^nd game, ^rrangod in form of 
^eftoons. The ftfli and eggs, are alfo in ^eaps. 
pame, whofe (ale is free in Ruffia, is there in pro- 
^fion, efpecially partridges, pheafants and the dif- 
ferent aquatic birds. While ^contemplating this 
fcene new to U5, we verified this natural pheoome-^ 
pon, of which many people feem to doubt, namely» 
tlhat the animals which live in the north grow white 
p winter. We faw; a number of them whofe moft 
common colour is black, that had become white: 
fçmc of the fowls catched before their change was 
completely effefted, were variegated with white 
and black feathers. 

The provifions ^xpofcd in this kind of fair, of 
which we have juft fpoken, come partly from pro^ 
¥inoes very diftant. The bed veal is brought from 
Archangel,' which is more than two hundred and 
fifty ieagtfes from St Petçrfb^rg, yet fts price i$ exr 

tremel^ 
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^rcmely moderate. Beef is fold at about two French 
fous a pound, of fourteen ounces and a half; Pork 
at * ten deniers ; mutton at fomcthing below a fol j 
a goofe at twelve fous ; a pig at fiÀçen fous ; the 
reft in proportion. Before ufing thefe meats, they 
pnuft be thawed in cold water. 



CHAP. IV. 



Court of the Emprefs. — Guards of the apartment. , « 
Hall of audience. — Retinue of the Emprefs ivhenjhe 
goes to the chapeU — Her drefs on Gala days. — Re-^ 
mark on the Royal Family. — Riches of the Frujftan 
Lords in their drefs.^^Their pajjionfor diamonds."'^ 
^^The different orders with which they are decora-^ 
ied.'^Hi/lorical remarks.^^Winter balls. — Palace of 
the Hermitage. — Ceremony hanijhedfrom it.^-^Is-that 
true or pojjible in RuJJia? — Colleâlion of pictures in 
this palace.^^Winter garden^ like an enchanted fpot. 
— Dijiributionj which the Emprefs makes of her time^ 
'f^Court Plays. 

After having recovered from our fatigues, and 
gone the rounds our bufinefe required, we Ihowed 
ourfelves at court. It is more brilliant than any in 

the 

* 1% deniers make 4 fol| which is nearly equal to a half-prnn^ 
Sterling. • 
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the norths but to fee it in all its fplendour, a Gala* 
day muft be chofen, fuch as the anniverfary of .the 
Empreis or the Grand Duke. What ftruck us at firft 
was the tvlro centinels» that we found at the entry of 
the hall of audience. We were told they were, two 
guards of the company, called Cbevalier^Guardu-^ 
Their uniform was fuperb. We fhall mention it, 
when we fpeak of the Emprefs* houfhold troops, as 
wehaVe feen nothing,, any where, fo magnificent» 
-—In the infide of the hall, arid at the door of that 
wherein the thrOne is, we few other two. They 
are armed with carabines, and, when on duty, are 
allowed to fit down. 

For feeing the Emprefs, the time when fhe goes 
to, or returns from the chapel, is commonly cho« 
fen, which is always a little before noon. She is 
preceded by the Great Officers of her houlhold, 
twelve Chamberlains, twelve Gentkmen of the 
Chamber, four Aides-de-camp-Generals, the Offi- 
cers of her Guards, at the head of whom, is always^ 
he, that commands the Chevalier-Guards ; it was 
then Prince Potemkin. Then come the Ladies ; 
firft the Young Ladies of the Court, the Ladies or 
Maids of Honour, the Grand Governefs, and then 
the Grand Duke and Duchefs. The Ladies walk 
two by two, and form a long file, pleafant to be- 
hold. Her Majefty, as flie paffes, falutes every per- 
fon on her way, both on the right and left hand.. 

She 
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She cdmmonly flops a moment at the entry id the 
hall of audience, arid fpeaks vi^ith very great afiabîï 
lity to the different members of the diplomatic body,- 
who have then the honour of kiffing her hand. Oh 
days of ceremony, flte appears m the Ruffian dreisy 
and wears a gown with A very fliort train, and a' 
kind 6f veft, with flecves dofe about the wriff, like 
ft Pdonefc. This veft is embroidered with gold. 
She wearti a cap covered ^ith diamonds, aind fome 
y«ars ago applied no little roug€.-^Hcr a:ir is majet 
tic, although flie is rather below than above middle 
ûtc i .and ihe has in the features Of her coitntenancet^ 
efpecially when flie fpeaks, much dignity and fweet**' 
feeft. 

We fiidl fay nothing of the external af>pearance' 
iyf the Crand Dukié and Duchefs» They have biêeiï 
ietn in Paris, and it is remembered, that the Grandi 
t)uchtfs is one of the moft besmtifui womto itk Ewi 
f ope. 

The Court is composed of the Emprefe, who i* 
fixty three years of age, but appears older ; of the 
Grand Duke, her fon, who is near forty, and of 
the Duchefs, who looks younger ; of two young 
princes, of whom the oldeft is fixteen years of age, 
and exceedingly promifing; and of two young 
^iinceffes, of whom Alexandra, the oldeft, is ten, 
imi Catharina is five years of digd. 

EVERV 
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Every fufiday, it nooo, there is a drawing room 
àt Court, for the ambat&dors and foreigners, who 
have been prefcnted j and to be fo, no more is re-, 
j^uifice than à decent appearance, and to be intro- 
duced by $he ambaffador of your own nation. 
Siich as have been introduced, are allowed to kifs 
ihe Emprefs' hand in the audience halt, while the 
kuffian Lords kifs it with one knee on the ground} 
à piece of humiliating homage, which they have not 
ââred to demand of foreigners. No Ladies appeat 
6n thefe okxafions^ except thofe of her Majefty's 
houfliold, which makes the Cdurt à little dull. It 
IS alfo (Miliomafy to' go arid pay compliments to the 
Grand Duke and Duchefs, in their lodgings^ on cer« 
iâin occafloil^, ftich as the bjrth-days of the Princcfs, 
br of the Emprefs: 

On the evening of the Court-days5 there is a ball 
in thé palace^ which begins between five and ÛK 
6'cïock. Then the foreign Ladies kifs the Emprefs* 
hand, v^hd, on her turn, kifTes their forehead. Her 
Majefly, if hot îndifpoféd, makes her appearance to- 
itrards feveh o^clock, and if the company is hot very 
numerous, fhe makes her party at Macao, in the 
ball-room. -XKe Grand Duke and Duchefs, after 
dahciiig, play a little at whifl^ then they rife, ad- . 
vatice to the Émpfefs, pay their compliments, and 
return to their game. If there be a croud in the 

Voir« L £ ball-room 
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ball-room, the Empnefs phys in a neighbouring' 
room, which is open to all, who have been prefented; 
The riches and fplendour of the Ruffian Court 
exceed all defcription. Divers articles of Afiatic 
magnificence, united to the ingenious kiventions of 
European luxury, are there di^ayed. An immenfe 
retinue of Courtiers always precede and follow the 
Emprefs, whofe rich and brilliaiit drcffes are befîdés 
enriched with jewels in profufion, which producies 
an effeft, of which the pomp of other courts can 
only give a feeble idea. The court-dre& for a gen-^ 
tleman, is a fuit in the French faihion ; and that of 
a lady, a gowli and hoop-petticoat. The gown ha» 
long hanging fleeves, a court train, and is of a co- 
lour different from thcf petticoat. The ladie» follow 
the fafliions which prevail in Paris, but thefe never 
get to Ruffia^ till they, hatve grown old in France, 
and have been handed about through all Europe.-—* 
Among the objeâs of luxury exhibited by the Ruf- 
fian Nobility, none is more apt to ftrikse foreigners, 
thin this quantity of diamonds and jewels juft men* 
tioned ; and with fo much the more juftice, that ia 
all the other countries of Europe, diamonds feem- 
almoft entirely referved for the ufe of the Ladies. 
In Ruffia, the gentlemen and ladies feem to vie in 
loading themfelves moft ; and this expreilion is not 
over-ftrained, for there are many noblemen, who 
are almoft wholly covered with them. Their but- 
tons 
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tons, their buckles, the hilts o£ their fwords, their 
tpaulcts are of diamonds ; ^ften their very hats are 
edged vnth fcveral rows of Jewels. This paflion for 
jewels has descended even to the common people, 
who ape the great, but are not commoners the Ids. 
There are families of this clafs, who have as many 
as the nobility. The wife of a very rich Ruffian 
burgefs ruins her unfortunate hu£band, in order to 
ihow berfelf with a head-dre&, or with a girdle of 
pearls or jewels, to the value of fome thoufands of 
crowns,---Thus from the one end of Europe to the 
other, the ridioilous ^is every where found. It on- 
ly difibrs in its kinds of extravagance, and if near 
the Pole, people wear girdles of jewels, in the fouth 
they have large rofaries of gold, on which hsmg 
fome hundreds of little faints of the £ime metal. 

Ok days of great ceremony the £mprefs dines in 
public, and commonly wears a crown of diamonds 
of immenfe value. She alfo has the St Andrews' 
and St Gcorge-s ribbon fufpended from the lame 
ihoulder, and collars of the order St Alexander- 
JKeufld, ât Catharine and St Wolodimer, which e« 
vidently leaves very little of her to befpanglc. The 
courtiers are like their miftrefs, and it may be well 
jiffirmed, there is not a court ia Europe better ipeclç.» 
led, not even excepting Spain. 

By the decoration of the Emprefs juft defcribed, 
^e reader muft obfervc, there are five orders in Ruffia ; 

n^meljr^ 
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namely, that of St Andrew, St Catharine, St Ale:^ai^- 
dcr-Ncufki, St George and St Wolodimer, to wbic)| 
muft be added that of St Ann of Holftein, of which 
the £mpreis is not a member. It was lately efia« 
blilhed by the Grand Duke, and is fubjeft to hU 
difpofal. The three firft' were founded by Petei; thç 
Firft. That of St Andrew in the year 1698,. with 
. a view to animate the nobility in the war agaiiift 
the Turks. He made dioice of this faint for the 
patron of this order, becaufe there is a tradition in 
Ruffia, that it was St Andrew, who introduced 
Chriftianity into that country. The Knight of this 
order, among whom the Kings of Sweden and Po- 
land are diftingui£bed, have for a decoration, the 
effigy of St Andrew on an enamelled crofs, forméc[ 
by the Imperial Ea^le. 

That of St Catharine was founded in memory 
of the affiftancc, which Peter received from his wife 
in the Camp of Pruth. We fliall have occafion to 
recall to rememtirancç this memorable trait of Ca»^ 
tharine^s lifei ySTriters, who have advanced, that 
this order is common to both fezes,. are^miftaken* 
There are none but female knights. Their number 
is twenty-five, and they are of the higheft quality 
in Germany. They wear a large white ribbon, 
flung round them, at which hangs a medallion fet 

in 
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in diainbhds, on which is a St Catharine ysrith- this 
motto : Jmore et JidetitaU.f 

The order of St Alexander-Neuflti, was con- 
^rmed by Catharii^e L in the year 17^59 and comes 
in t^pihion and rank after that of St Andrew* It 
is cotiferred, fo to fpeak, on Ruffian nobkitien only^ 
The badge is a collar, at which hangs a gold-ctofi 
^th eight branches, and in the middle of which is thç 
equefirian reprefentation of St Alexander ;- 4 faint, of 
whom wc ihall have ocçafîon to fpeak aftei^ wards. ' 
- It was Catharine the fecond, who iriftltutcd the 
orders of St George ^d St Woiodiitteir^, The firt 
create in the yeaf 176$, is a military order, divid- 
ed into four cïaffes. It has, for a badge, ablack 
ribbon bordered with yellow, whence hangs a me- 
dallion, on which is an effigy of St George, throw* 
ing down the dragon. The order of St Wolodimer, 
inftituted on the 3d of Oftober 1782, is intended 
as a recompence to fuch as have dlilinguiflied them- 
ielvcs in thp magiftracy,.or in the different branches 
of adminiftration, that have been entrufted to them. 
It too is dividc;d intp four claffes, whereof the kft 
is dcftined for the counfellors of colleges, after thir^ 
ty five years feryice. 

There are eyery winter two or three piafked 
Iballs at the court of St Peterfburg; where perfons of 
-every defeription are admitted* Scnnetimes near 
^ / çîght 

^ By Love and Fidelity. ^ ' ' 



t' 
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^ght thou&nd cards are diftributed ; which mdy 
make it be fuppofed, that thefc balls turn out a rab» 
Me ; but twenty magnificent halls, open and illu- 
minated» receive this multitude, who &id œough 
of room* In the middle. of one of tbt halls is a 
ipace formed and indo&d by a Baluftrade, a liu 
tie deyated» apd more ornamented than any other 
place, which is referved for the nobility, and all the 
variegated tribe of the court. As this is not the 
country of equality, but of great diftindicmiof rank 
and of pride, the hall of Apollo, which is very ele- 
gant and of a circular form, is referved for the 
Burgeffes, and fuch as have not been prefcnted at 
court. In the reft, where tea and refrelhmcnts are 
taken, there are gaming tables, goers and corners* 
Jlvery one has liberty to wear, or take of the maflc, 
at his pleafure— *The nobility in general drefe in a 
Domino. 

At thefe balls the Ruflians of inferior rank, wear 
the ordinary drefs of their province, only with fomc 
additional finery. The appearance of thefe different 
£Mhions, fome of which are very whimfical, produces 
a Angular mixture, apd figures more diverfified, than 
the moft capricious imagination ever invented in 
the mafquerades of other countries. Yet, in this 
country, one fees none of thefe mafquerades in a 
group, as in It^ly, 3p^n, and Conftantinople, when 
^he proup-figure is, for inftance a village msurriage^ 

afiationa) 
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à national hiftwical trait, or foine fcandalous anec« 
dote of fome charaéker diftinguiflied at court. 

Her Imperial Majefiy generally appeals at the 
balls about feven, and retires at eleven at night. 
To form a judgment of the taûe of this Princefs, ia 
what is entertainment, amufement and decoration^ 
the hermitage muft be feen. This is a building fe-* 
parated from the palace, with which it communis 
cates by a covered gallery; It is fo named, becaufe 
the Empreis retires thither fometimes ; for in other 
refpeâs, it has nothing of a hermitage but the 
name, the rooms being very fpacious, and decora^ 
ted Mdth a munificence truly royal. In this favour- 
ite retreat, Catharine ufually pafies an hour or two 
every day. On Tuefday evening, ihe gives a private 
ball and a fupper, to the principal members, who 
form her court. The foreign ininifters, and all not 
ei this fmall feleft number, are fddom admitted, 
and from this kind of Orgies, it is faid, all ceremony 
is as &r as poffible banifhed, without any deficiency 
in that refpeâ due to an auguft fovereign ; that is 
to fay, there is no ceremonious etiquette, but there 
is a confiraint, though it is pretended, that the fer- 
vants even are removed from the room where the 
guefts are, and on this account the fupper is ferved 
up on fmall tables, called tables of confidence, which 
by an ingenious tnechanifm, rife up through the 
floor by a trap. What precautions the Great take 

to 
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to be free ahd eafy from fervants \ and hbw inrkU 
juftice. there is in the remark of that Jean Jacques^ 
t(rho &id, that he alorie is fret y ivbo has m àccqfioh ici 
put another's band to the end (xfhis own drm. This iS 
a proof of whait has been joft faid, that conftraint \à 
only diffembled in this iboàty becaufe in the diffi:**' 
rent rooms of this palace there are directions andl 
rules for the behairiosir of every member of this! 
éhofen party. They all feem to have a tendency ta 
énconrage the guefts in batiifhîng form,^ and to tm^ 
prefs their minds with this idea^ that they are at 
their eafe. One of thefe rales is written iù French^' 
whereof this is the purport: Sit down wberè'yoù willi 
and where ydupleafej without it being a thoufand timet 
repeated; which #ould mdtij that to make people 
fit down in prefence of their mailer^, the invitatiofi} 
maSi be repeated à thoufand times. But in fpite of 
fmile and grimace, the Courtier, and above all, tho 
kuiSah^ refembles the dog, mentioned b^ La Foil* 
taine in his fable of the dog and the wolf.* 

The Palace of the Hermitage contains a nume- 
rous colleclions of piâures, chiefiy purchafed by 
heir Majefty^ The fineft arc thofe of Crofat's Gabî- 

^et, 

* Fa&. 5. Book. I. Where thé wolf metts a pretty dog» but with' 
. his neck (haven :— — 

Wolf. What means that ? Doc. Nothing at all. Wolf., What 
Aothing. Dog. A trifle. Wolf. But tell me. Dog. The collar 
wit& whîch I am Bonnd is perhaps the caufe of what you* fee.- ■ ■ ' 
Bpiind ! lays the wolf^ &c. 
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âet, Whîcll the Einprefs got from thè heirs of Baron 
de Thiers. Houghton's éolleGlion, whofe lofs alt thé 
Ènglifli amateurs may deplore, have confiderably 
èàrichèd that of the Ciarina. 

A wiNtEit and si fumft}éf garden contained with- 
în the boundaries df this building, is one of thefë 
bbjeéls o^ cùriofity riot td be feen in any otHer Eu- 
ropean palace. The fiimmer garden, which is in* 
the true Afiatlc tâfte, occupies all the top of the 
edifice. The winter garden eiitirely covered and 
furrourided with glâfs windows, is a high and fpa* 
dous green houfe, in which are gravel walks. It 
is ornamented with parterres, flowers, orange trees/ 
Ihrubs', and ftor^d ^ith aéî infinite niimber of bird» 
from different climates, which fly froni tree td 
ire^ at freedom; AU this produces' an effed, fd 
Inuch the more agreeable, that it beats a fingu- 
iar contraft td the gloamy . feafon of the year. 
But aire there . feafons for Kings ? Is riot nature,' 
ij^hom they iriariage as they will, compelled to fhov^ 
thefh a firiiUiig countcriaince, while Ihe is every 
where à prey to the gloomy* hoar- frofts of \<^inter, 
ïhiis the Courtier, whom! fecret fufferirigs confign 
t6 forrow, affects t)efore his prince the fmile of 
gaiety and contentment. 

It will, it is prefiiiried, hé acceptable to oiif read- 
ers, to give an account of the manner, in which the 
Éroprcfe difti-îbateii the employment of her time^ 
' Vo£.L F for 
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for the cnoft minute circumftaoces arc intereftiirgii 
when they have for their objeâ, perfipns on whom 
the bulk of mankind have their eye. Her Majefty 
ufually rifes at fix o'clock, and is engaged till eight 
or nine, ih publie bufinefe with her Secretary. At 
ten, (he begins her toilette, and it i& during this in-^ 
terval that the miniftcrs of ftate, and the aid^s*de- 
camp in waiting, pay their compliments, and re»- 
ceive her orders. When flie is dre&d, at elevea 
o'clock or thereabout, flie iends for her grandfonsy 
Alexander and Conflantinc, or flie goes to vifit 
them in their rooms. Before dinner, flie receives* 
the vifit of the Grand Duke and Ducfaefs, and fits* 
éown at table before one o'clock P. M. She has 
always at dinner, ten cm: twelve perfons, who are 
Generals or Oflicers on duty, a Lady or Maid of 
Honour, 'and two or three Lords of the chamber. 
Their Imperial Highneffes dine with her three or 
four times a week^ and then the table contains eight 
covers. The Lord of the chamber, who is in wait- 
ing, fits always oppofiste to the Emprefs. Some 
perfon gives him a plate, which he prefents to her 
Majefty. She receives it very politely, and after- 
wards difpenfes with? his attention. Her Majefty 
obferves the greateft moderation, and continues fel- 
dom longer than an hoUr at table. She retires af- 
terwards into her chamber, and about three o'clock, 
flie goes into the library in the hermitage. At five 

o'clock^ 
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o^clock, fee goes to the concert or the play. When 
there is no coutt, flie plays at whift with fome lords, 
and the Grand Duchefs, who is very fond of thii 
kind of game. This party lafts till half an hour af- 
ter ten o'clock, and at eleven the Emprefe is in 
bed. There is never any fupper dreSed. We fliall 
obferye by the way, that we may not be obliged to 
contie back, that there are at St Peterfburg, an Ita- 
lian opera, a Ruffian comedy, and a French comedy. 
The opera is above par, the Ruffian comedy is de- 
teftable, and the French comedy fometimes like the 
Ruffian, and never equal to the opera. 

These three entertainments are at her Mejafty's 
fixpqacéy and fpeâators are admitted gratis. 



CHAP. V. 

T^Efortre/s of St Peter/burg. — The CathedraL — fomb 
pf Peter L — Pbilofophieal remarks an this Prince*--^ 
His way of life — His daily employments. — His know» 

' ledge*"^? articular s of his private life. — His amours. 
— Sad confequences thereof-^His death. — Accounts of 
the celebrated Baron Lefort^ hisinflrvBar and friend, 
r^An anecdote. 

After having viewed the Emprefs, and the mag- 
liificence of her court, we were eager to vifit the 

F 2 fortrc^ 
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fortrcfs of St Peterfburg, and the! di^crcnt public 
pdifices of the capital of the Ruflias. The manner, 
in which this fortrefs w^is built, and which gavq 
pccafion to the founding of St Peterfburg, has aU 
pady been narrated in a part of the defcription gi* 
yen of this city. The \yalls of this kind of citadel 
are of brick, and fortified by five regjilar battions. 
They encompafs a fmall ifle, of half a mile in cir* 
cumference, formed . by the arms qf the Neva. 
There are in this inclofure caferns for a fmall gar- 
jrifon, fome ordinary prifons, and apartments foç 
ftate.prifoners ; for the defpot who builds, never for* 
gets this article^ 

There is in the fprtrefe, an arfenal, where among 
other articles, are obferved, fome old cannons, that 
were caft in the middle of the fi^eenth century, 
ynder the reign of Iwan Baftlowitfch II. They are, 
pf very beautiful workmanfhîp, and furprifing, con* 
fidering the time when they were caft. 

It is recorded in the Ruflian annals, that the art 
of catting canpon, was brought into Ruflia under. 
Iwan, by Arittotle qf Boulogne, and that Iwan II, 
to bring it to perfection, followed the example of 
his Grandfather, in employing, none but forçij^n 
founders, and thus fucceeded in procuring a good 
artillery. It is to this piece of attention, that thcfe 
^wo mpnarchs^ principally owed their fuccefs in war, 
. and 
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and thé coiiqueft of various prorinces, which they 
annexed to the empire. 

. Ik the fortrefs of St Peterfburg, they aMb ihaw 
z boat with four par», which is preferyed with aft 
puch veneration as care, in a building cpnftruâed 
of bricks, for the purpofe of informing pofterity^ 
on the feeble beginnings of the Ruffian navy. ?€• 
tct I. called this boat, the little! grand Jire^ and made 
it be tranfported to St Peterfburg, whither it -was 
carried in pomp, with a view to excite the admira- 
tion of the people, by making them compare the 
ftate, iit which the C?ar found the navy, and the 
perfeâion to which he brought it. 

This boat had been built under the reign of A*- 
lexander Michaelowitfch, by a Dutchman called 
Brant, whom this prince had brought into Ruffia^ 
in the year 1681. Peter having accidentally jfeeii 
this boat in a village near Mofcow, af^ed why it 
had a form different from thofe h« had been accuf«> 
tomed to fee, till that day. Timmermann, a Gor-^ 
man engineer, who was inftruding the Czar in Éosf- 
tification, tpld him that tliis boat had been built fo 
as ^o ftruggle ag^inft the wind. 

Tti£ curiofity of this prince was greatly raifed by 
this explanation. He abandoned himfelf to the inu 
pnlfe of his imagination, and fent for Brant^ whq 
was iiiU in Ruffia — Brant wasicarcely arrived^ whéil 
he put to him quefik^ afte^ c|ueâiop, and the toat 
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provided with a xnaft and rigging, was launched on 
the river Yaoufa. Brant went on board, and fet 
ikil to the great furprife of the Prince, who wifiied 
to go on board alfo, and who conceived under the 
diredtion of Brant, an idea of working a veffeL 

After having often repeated thefc experiment! 
upon the Yaoufa and a neighbouring lake, Peter 
made a yacht be built on the banks of the Mofcowa, 
which was launched in the year 1691. Hç went 
aboard and failed as far as ColUmna. Encouraged 
by this fuccefs, he ordered Brant to confirucl for 
him, on the lake of Periflof, feveral fmall veflels to 
carry cannon, and it was in this little fquadron, thaç 
this prince returned to Mofcow, in the fpring of 
the following year. 

Brant's death, which happened ihort while af^- 
ter, interrupted the progrefs of this little armament, 
but it had no influence on the genius of Peter, and 
did not hinder him from continuing his expeditions 
on the lake. This prince, who attributed to the 
boat we are talking of, the idea he had formed of 
creating a navy, made it to be tranfported to his 
new capital in the year 1723, and on this occafion 
gave a grand entertainment, which he called the 
Confecraticn of the little grand fire. 

In the middle of the ifland, ftands the cathedral 
of St Peter and St Paul, \rfxofe architefture is of a 
t^fle different from th^t of the other preek churches» 

Inllead 
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liifiead of a cupola, k has a gilt brazen fteeple» dc-> 
vated two hundred and forty feet above the fur- 
face* The internal decoiations are very fimple, and 
more elegant, than any to be feen in any church 
in any Ruffian city, not even excepting Mofcow. 
The paintings are in the modern tafte of the Italian 
fchools, and not in the barreix ftyle of the Greek 
painters. In this church are buried Peter the Greats 
and all his fucceiTofs, except Peter II, who isi inter*, 
red at Mofcow, and the unfortunate Peter III, 
whofe remains are depofited in the monàftejry of St 
Alexander Neufky. 

These tombs are all of marble, of the form of a 
fquare coffin, and bear an infcription in the Ruffian 
language, which is more chronological than anything 
elTe. At the fight of this monument, which contains 
the human fpoUs of Peter I, (who withoutflattery may 
be called Peter the Great, in fpite of his faults, even 
in fpite of his vices) a fentiment of fear and of ve- 
neration ri£es in the foul ; efpecially when we recall 
the inflexible character of this legiflator, w)bo fpared 
neither age, nor fex, nor the clofeft ties of blood* 
Doubtlels this monarch was great, becaufe he gave 
laws to his country, but above all becaufe he knew 
his own weakneflbs, and acknowledged them with 
forrow. / can reform my people^ faid he often, in 
confequence of fome paffion, of which he was not 
mailer, but I cannot reform mjfelf. A crowned hif- 

torian 
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torian ctidcifed him tcfo feverely, when hie faid^ 
Peter died leannng in the ivorld the charaRer of an ex^ 
traûrditiar^y man^ rather than tbçt of a great mdn^ hj 
tovering the crueltih of a tyrant .^ with the virtues of d 
hgiflator. 

This cruelty, this ferocity even, that cannot be 
difguifed, and tàrniih his memory, his edûcàtiori 
and country had giveft him ; but his virtues, why 
pais them over In filcnce ? they were his own ; Hi^ 
errors even were thofe of the genius, which wander* 
ed for .want 6f a guide. We are far from exculpa- 
ting the atrocities with which he is t-eproached; we 
content ourfelves with removing them from our me- 
mory, that we may behold only â prince, who fpent 
ills Bfç in i^eforming and civilizing his fubjecls, whof 
created a navy and an army, which he himfèlf di& 
tiplined: a printe, who introduced into hi« country 
the arts and fciences, agriculture and commerce ; 
and in ihort laid the foundations of the greatnefs,* 
to which Ruflia has fince rifeii. But vre will not 
ceafe to frity him^ for not taking leflbns of huma^ 
iiity, while he travelled through Etirope to acquire 
them. We regret above all thait his impetuous and 
elevated genius, was not brought to perfediori; that 
his favage difpofitioïi was not foftehed, atnd côrred- 
^d by the travel^ he hatd mabde among kingdoms, 
whofe monarch» were not the executioners of thfeir 
fùbjech. We wiU blame htm beikle^ for having 

formed 
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fornied the impolitic as 'wdl as chimerical idea of 
introducing the arts and fciences by force, and'xîf 
executing in a moment, what could only be the 
work of feveral years 5, efpecially in whatever hurt 
the manners and opinions of his people, by requi* 
ringsof them a ready facrifice of" the prejudices con* 
fecrated by many ages. 

Bestowing a moment on the perfon of this cele* 
brated man, and the principal acts of his life, which 
may charafterize him, we will fay that, Peter was 
of high fiature, that he had a noble appearance, a 
fenfible countenance and a ftern look; that he was 
fubjecl to à fort of convulfions, which fometimes 
changed the features of his face ; that he exprefi 
fed himfelf with eafe and fpoke with fire j that he 
was naturally eloquent, and harangued frequently* 
What diftinguiflies him particularly from thofe mo- 
narchs, who refemble the animal-bearers of relics, 
of whom notice is taken by the inimitable La Fon- 
taine, (whom we delight to cite) is, that this prince 
difdained and defpifed the pageantry, that only fur- 
rounded his perfon, without affording him any re- 
lief. It was Prince Menzikoff, his favourite, whom. 
he employed to reprefent him, and who by his mag- - 
nificence difcharged this commiffion in ^tbe moft 
complete manner; difplaying an Afiatic Luxury, 
while Peter affeded the iimpleft mode of life. In 
his houlbold he had neither chamberlains, nor pages. 

Vol. I. G nor 
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nor lords of the bed-chamberJ Twelve Denfiiih 
or valets ferved him, and formed his retinue, with 
twelve grenadiCTS, wha did the honours of the pa* 
hce inhabited by Peter, wha was as great an enemy 
to palates, as to the etiquette which is generated and 
reigns there. .On days of ceremony, he, according 
lo cuftom, always preferred his uniform to the cm*, 
broidered drefe, witTi which hij predeceffors had 
been accuftomcd to cover themfelves. He fome« 
times drefled himfelf in il in the cotrfe of Ms reign^ 
and appeared niufch confihcd. He one day appear- 
ed clothed with a fuit of filver embroîdery, but itf 
was the day of Catharine the Pirft^s coronation, and 
the embroidery was the Ertprefs*" own work. 

Never was a man more vîgourous, more labo^ 
rious, more cnterprifing, mor^c indefatigable, than' 
Peter K He had men eftabliflied to affift in quench-^ 
ing fires, which are well known to be very frequentf 
HI Ruflia. He himfelf had undertaken one of thefe' 
dangetous eommiffions, and was feen mount firftupj 
on the* top of a houfe on' fire, with a hatchet, but no^ 
way intimidated by the danger. He had not con- 
fined himfelf to a motive of emulation for remedy- 
ing this calamity, as terrible in Ruffia as at Gon- 
ûantinopîe y for in both courttries, the houfes are? 
built of wood. He had iffued a great number of 
laws, as fevere as well underftood, of >&irhich the 
chief was the abolition of the old ftoves, -whofe^ 

defective 
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/defeâive conftruâion ocçaiioned a thoufand calàmû 
tks j and he himjfelf, an artiil equally fagacious and 
improved, had ful^ltuted others of a much better 
ioraçi. Another iaw obliged the proprietors of ^mim 
ft» to place on this roofe,\lofe by the diimoies^ 
large calks, that were to be always fuU of water* 
înfpcâoirs were appointed to overlook thé executlo^iL 
jof this law, and there was a very heavy penalty It»* 
mcd on delinquents, of which the infpeétors recei« 
sred a third. After all thefe laws, to which Pçtîcr*? 
fiiccelSbrs more or lefs lent fupport, the inhabitant? 
{Of St Peterfburg cannot^ without Juddering, re^ 
coUeâ the fire, which jbme year$ ago^ in the iflé of 
St Bafil, conlumed upwards of two thoufand hpu« 
ies in lefs than three hours ; and among thefe, the 
fibrary of the celel»rated Euler, which was to thâ 
.correal arts and fciencé3 an irrepars^ble lofs.' ' > 

Peter alfo diflinguifhed hjimfelf from other pqi^ 
tentâtes of Europe, by hitf method of travelling^ 
which was that of a fimple individual. He went 
without retinue into the heart of Afia. He very of* 
jten run over the diftance bet\;^en St Peterfburg 
and Mofcow, which is upward of twp hundred 
leagues, as another prince pafles from his palace tQ 
bis pleafure-houfe. In his friendfltip, in his hatred, 
$n his vengeance, in his pkafures, he was extreme; 
He was the befl fcholar in his empire, fpake feveral 
^iguageS) was thoroughly acqu4inted with mather 

G 2 majtics. 
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matics, efpedally with what regarded naval archi-^ 
teâiure. At his dçath he left a ihip on the ftocks, 
of which he abne had direâed the conftruétion» ai}4 
BOW it is moft carefully preferved in the arfeaaL 
This prince had a perfeâ knowledge of geography 
and faiftory, which are, to a conquering pritice^ the 
iburces, whence ambition draws pretexts for con- 
queft. No fcience was ftrange to him. He under* 
fiood the principles of medicine, was (killed in fur- 
gery, and gave himfelf out for an çjtcellént drawer 
of, teeth; a qualification, difputed by thofe, whofc 
teeth he pulled* As to trades, a long lifl pf thofe 
he had learned, might be made, in yirhich he pre- 
tended to excel, or as.it is reafonable to bel;eve, in 
which he was only ordinary, turning e^s^cepted. Q£ 
this art there remain fom'e ipafierly piçrformance^ 
of his, efpecially a large luftre, ^ith fifty branches, 
carefully preferved in the cathedral of St Ceterfburg^ 
which the Ruffians ta^e delig;ht in ihpwjing to fo- 
reigners. In viewiog this luftre, in which there is 
nothing, but what is very common, the philofopher 
is difpofed to make allowance for their enthufiafm 
in fliowing this trifle, becaufe it provçs their grati- 
tude. 

As there is a certain delight received ftom the 
minuteft circumfianccs/ refpefting great men, \ré 
hope it will be acceptable to enter into fome of thofe, 
which regard hia private life. He had diftributed 
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ills énga^exàents dmnng every hour of the day, and 
attended to them with a punâuaUty, which nothing 
couki derange. He rofe in all feafons at five o^cloèk 
in the. mcrning, read till feven, and turned • tiS 
ei^t. He then drefièd him&lf to read^ or hear read^ 
the reports of'faisdi&rent mtiiifters, made remarlb 
oia their memorials with his own hands, ^ûé 
i^ote on his pocket books the ideas and plans of 
regulations fijggeftçd in thèfe inemorials. To this 
bufinefs fucceeded what he called his walk, which 
confifted tpmmonly in ^, turn to the dock-yards, to 
the ordinance foupdery, to the manufaftures he had 
arranged, or was going to arrange, or to the for* 
trels, whcire he was carrying on buildings, foe 
which he gàye direâions with his pocket book in 
}^s hand. ' At eleven. o?clock he returned home and 
iat down at table. Half an hour ferved him at 
(dinner, and as long for his nap after it. At nooiï 
hefwent out again fo viik thofe,. whofe nameS' he 
had in the morning itifcribed in his pocket book» 
and then you would fee him go from the lodging 
oif a general to a carpenter's work-houfe, from this 
to the office of a inagiftrâte, ajid from the latter to 
the hpufe of a mafon, &c. &c. There were days 
^nd hours for holding of councils. On the days, 
when thele aflembjiieà did not fit, he filled up the 
vacant time with vifits paid to (he eftablifiiments^ 
which he had formed fpr the education of youth ;; 
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iufik as the fchddl.ef the Cadets, tbci academy of Pu- 
fijs for the Navy, where he ftaid fcunetimes for tm% 
^hole hours* At ûja o'clock at iiigHt, he amu£s4 
liimlclf with the converfation of a friead, that b, a 
^vourite courtier, for kings have oo other friends. 
Moft frequently he weat into fiune affembty, wi^re 
lie played at che&, and forgot, at the fide of an e- 
t^rmous round botde, the temperance, which in 
people of difpo&tions naturally good, is more fre- 
quently a habit than ^ virtue, and inattention tq 
which, in a legiflator, is a phenomenon, or rather 
a Qionftrofity, Peter, in theiib focieties, ceafed to 
be a great man^ It was the low Ccmmodusj or the 
drunken VUelHus^ abandoning himfelf to intoxicaf 
tiOn, and the excefles, which are its confequen* 
ces. Peter recovered fhuddeved at the exceffes of 
^eter inioxieated. It was in theiè moments of in« 
toxîçation that he wanted to ftab Lefort, to whoni 
be owed fo much. We ihall ixy a word of this fa- 
jnous man. Fdter's repentance, on this occafion^ 
was not that of Alexander wafhiog the body of the 
unfortunate Clitus with his tears ; it was not fo bitter. 
Peter was fatisfied with aiking pardon of his friend. 
As a man however great he be, is always a man, 
jPeter, after his exceffes, took the oath of drunkards, 
%o drink no more, and like them, he broke i^ fome- 
times the fame day. 

Thu 
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Tms prixKe went ta bed commonly it nkae 
ù'clock, and than no Ruffian was (kring enougb ta 
go into the ftreet, to which the Czar*s apartment- 
looked J for to aWaken him^ was a pfece of inatten^ 
tion, which he never pardoned, bnt punifhed with 
the fevereft daning^ adminiftcred witb hk own hand; 

Love, or rather paSlon for women, was one of 
the weaknefles of this prince, as it has been and wilt 
be in aU periods, that of fo many great men, whoni 
love feems to delight in putting on a level with per- 
fons of ordinary rank. But Peter made love not in 
the leaf): Kke them, for his gallantries had no itiflu^ 
ence bn his political affairs ; and on the reins of go^ 
vernmént, which he held, love ditrft never lay a 
hand. If his ferious employments felt no inconve- 
nience, his finances felt ftiH lefs* Lady Cro&, whom 
he loVed, the Countefs Hamilton, arid the beautiful 
Cramer, to whom he was fucceffively attached, had 
no reafon to extol his liberality. On the contrary, 
Anne'Iwaiiowa Mohs, who was in the higheft degree 
of fevour, was obliged to complain of this prince, 
and experienced a treatment from him, which the 
fiiabbieft Revenue officer among us would not give 
his miftrcfs. Difmiffed by the intrigues and calum- 
ny of Menzikoff, who, to hurt her, joined to the 
reafons of the courtier, motives of pcrfonal ven- 
geance, fhe faw herfelf ftript of the coftly jewels the 

prince 
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prince had given her, and expelled from a {uptvb 
houfe» which he had furniihed for :her. 

The princeis of Cantimir^ one of the moft beau- 
tiful women that Georgia has produced, and as full 
of underftanding as pf charms^ had made on Peter 
the ftrongeft impreiBon ; and he would have placed 
her on the throne, even to the prejudice of Catha- 
rine I. but for the odious trick hatched by Mcnzi- 
koflf, to fupplant this favourite, who had already 
born a fon to the Emperor, and was on the eve of 
bearing him another. In reality Peter intended to 
marry this princefs folemnly^ and as {he was preg-* 
nant, he waited to fee if fhe would bring him a fon, 
in order to determine him finally ; but fortune and 
intrigue extricated Catharine from this dilemma» 
The Perfian war fucceeded, and detached the Czar 
from this love adventure, which he foon forgot, be- , 
caufe Catharine accompanied him on the expedition, 
and the Princefs Cantimir had a mifcarriage : a re- 
port Was fpread that MenzikoflF was the caufe of iu 

In general, Peter was not nice in his amours, and 
did not conceal them ; at leaft if we may judge from 
a pi6lut"e to be feen at PeterhofF, in which this prince 
is reprefented as a Dutch peafant in a gin-fhop, fit- 
ting on a calk, embracing a fat fervant-girl. It is 
faid, that in this country a gardener, who furprifed 
him with his daughter, purfued hini with a rake. 
It was in Holland too, that an unlucky gallantry 

taught 
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taught him not to give himfcif up to the firft objefté 
This love-misfortuiic was the original caufc of an 
urinary retention and of the ftone, two cruel difea- 
fes, that brought him to the grave. 

In the year 1723, the firft of thefe difeafes brought 
on him the fharpeft pains, but was of Ihort duration* 
In 1724, it Ihowcd itfelf in an alarming manner, 
and Peter, whofe activity admitted of no reft, left 
himfelf to the management of Quacks, who pre-» 
fcribed for him no regimen, and palliated inftead of 
curing his complaint. What is fingular, though he* 
was within reach of the celebrated Boerhave, he did 
ttot think on calling him, or thought it was out of 
time. After feveral rebpfes, Peter at length funk 
under his complaint, and expired on the 28th Ja- 
nuary 172 c. We (hall return back on the laft moi- 
ments of this prince, when we fpeak of the intrigues, 
that fet Catharine I. on the throne. 

One of the principal inftruments of Peter's glo- 
ry, confidered as a regenerator of his country, was 
Baron Lofort, for whom he had always a particu- 
lar efteem, and to whofe counfels he always paid a 
dutiful deference. This Lefort was the Czar's 
Mentor in his early youth, and is too famous for 
lis to pafs him over in filence. 
, Francis Lefort, born at Geneva, in the year 
1665, and defcended from refpeclable citizens, had 
left his native country, to follow the profeiEon of 

Vol. I. H arms. 
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arms, for which he had a very fbrong inclination, antï 
every neceffary talent. With a good appearance, bold- 
nefe and good fortune, he foon diftinguifhed himw 
felf. He entered into the Ruffian fervice, where 
fortune, that feemed to carry him thither to appear 
i» a diftînguiflied charaéfcer, introduced him to the 
acquaintance of Peter, who faw him firft in the 
houfe of the Danifc ambaflador at Mofcow, in the 
year 1695. The Czar was nineteen, and LeforC 
thirty nine years of age. The prince was fiirprifed 
at the eafe, with which this, foreigner fpake the 
Ruffe, although he- had been fcar.cely one year iiv 
Ruffia. Lefort pleafed him, was invited and ad- 
mitted into his fuite, and very fbon into his moib 
ultimate familiarity. There was between them ar 
certain fympathy, which is often found in nature^ 
but for which it is very difficult to account. There 
was alfo a conformity of inclination, for both oÉ 
tliem had geiiius, acid a fondnefs for plans, which 
kx men of their caflr, are not vain dreams, that arc 
never, or but incompletely realized. Thus Lefort 
had no difficulty in making his young pupil under-' 
fiand, that there was another manner of living and 
reigning, than that which his ftupid predeceffors^ 
had adopted, and the docile Peter, enlightened by^ 
the new rays, which Lefort poured upon his eyesy 
Fcfcued his country from the barbarity, into wliiclr 
ii was .plunged* 

This. 
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TsHip celebrated man fwaycd not oifly<5vcr the 
moral? of his mafter, but had the greateft afcen- 
dency over his natural techper. Peter, fubjed tp 
fpaffions, bordering on madnefs, had intV^ted Le- 
fort to bring him back to jeafon in thefe trapfports 
-of fury^ which he himfelf could not moderate. /lb 
fucceed in this, Lçfort employed means, as violeût 
as the paffion of the prince ; and Peter was always 
obliged to him. The Czar made him General of 
his forces, and was indebted to him for fome con- 
quefts ; but it was principally in the regeneration of 
the empire, in the reform of the Ruffian army^ 
and the creation of a navy, that Lefort affifted 
Jiim by his councils. The Czar lofl: this Mentor 
^nd friend in the year 1^99. Lef(»:t was only 
fifty three years of age. After having performed 
4:he laft duties to his cold remains, the etoperor if- 
iued an order^ by which the oldeft of the family of 
Lefort, Ihould be always entertained at court, at 
^he ei^pence of Government, but this order of the 
Czar was not refpected by bis fucceflbrs, and the 
Jaft of the Leforts, not having been able to give mi 
account of the lottery funds entrufted to him, was 
arrefted and conduced to the frontiers o£ Poland, 
with a fum of fifteen thoufand, roubles, and an 
injunction, that neither he nor any of his defcen- 
^nts Ihould appear in Ruffia. It is affirmed, that 
;tfec deficiency found in his cafhbox, was only the 

If 2 pretext 
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pretext of his difgrace, and that the true motive was 
his having difpleafed the cabal, which was in the 
pay of the King of Poland. 

Among the numerous anecdotes related of Peter 
L the moft charaderiftic is that of this prince be- 
ing in London, and running lh»rt of cafh, which 
fome merchants came to' offer him on condition, 
that hé would allow them the privilege of felling 
tobacco in Ruffia, which they faid, would therq 
meet with the ^oft grateful reception, becaufe the 
Rui&ans being forbidden the ufe of tobacco by a re- 
ligious precept, were uncommonly fond of the pipe. 
This prohibition was fo ipuch the more felt by them, 
that the patriarch had excommunicated all who 
fmpked; for this reafon, that the Mahometans, ene- 
mies to the chriftians, and more particularly to the 
Ruffians, ufed the pipe. The popes of Ruffia, in 
the pulpit, continually oppofed this pretended abo- 
mination; and notwithftanding this prejudice, the 
Czar granted the privilege, and undertook to make 
the popes themfelves fmoke.- This afiair was al- 
inoft as ferious as the beards, whereof we fliall fpeak 
in another place. The people in Ruffia at this day 
fmoke without fcruple. .How many abfurd prcju- 
dices Peter made difappear in this country. But 
after his time they would have recovered force, if 
his fucceflbrs had not fupported and governed after 
his principles. 

Near 
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Near Peter's tomb, arc feen fome Turkifli flags, 
taken in the battle of Tchefine. , They were difplayr 
.ed fon\e years ago in a fblemnity, which was cele- 
brated lu memory of the viftory, in which they had 
been taken. The Emprcfs, after the ceremony^ 
placed them with her own hand on the tomb of 
the founder of the Ruffian navy, to which fbc at- 
tributed aU the fuccefs of RuiSa againft theOttomans. 
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^OMB of Catharine I.-^of Alexis fon to Peter L — and 
ofhisJtJierAnneFetrowna^-^Defcription ofthisprin'^ 
cefs.-^Uçr charaSler. — Anecdote on this head. — Par^ 
iiculars refpeâîin^ her.^^^Tomb of the Emprefs Anne 
hvanowna^-^Her beauty. — On what terms Jhe wax 
called to the throne of RuJJia* — i^ôt^ Jhe fulfilled 
theniy when Jhe was proclaimed^ — Intere/iing parti-^ 
cularsofthisprincefs^ ofherweaknejes, and of her 
favourite Erneji Jean de Biren^ 

Near the aflies of Peter I. reft thofe of his tirft 
wife Gatharine L— of this beautiful Livonian, whom 
fortune brought from a humble cottage and froni 
flavery, to fet on the throne of the Czars,^ which 
flie occupied with dignity— At another place we fliall 
«nter upon the particulars refpecling this princefi. 

Under 
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Under a vault of the lame church is întcried 
without pomp or infcription, Alexis, fon to Peter 
I. who was the firft viûim of the artifice of the am?- 
^itious MenzikofF, and of the refentment çf an in- 
human father, though perhaps juftly irritated, The 
remembrance of his fate cannot but ftrongly affcâ: 
all fenfible fouls, and that Peter may not be regard- 
ed with horror, it is alledged in his favour, th^ 
he only fought to exclude from the throne a fiic- 
ceffor, who was unworthy of him, and who threat- 
ping to deftroy all his reforms, was going to plunge 
his country again into the Barbarity, from which 
lie had refcused it with fo much difficulty. Never- 
thdefe the exclufion of Alexis, the decree which fol- 
lowed his death, Peter's uncertain and flu£tuating 
ideas on the right of.fiicceffion, which his decree 
introduced into Ruflia, have fince caufed the fre- 
quent revolutions, which we have feen take place 
in the government of that empire. ' 

Not far from the unfortunate Alexis, and under 
the fame vault, is interred Charlotte Chriftina So- 
phia of Brunfwic, his wife, whofe fate was harder 
than her hufl)and*s, becaufe flie dcferved it le& 
Porn in the year 1694, fhe married in the year 
171 1, the Czarowitchj who had iben her at her fa*. 
Cher's court. She died in the year 1715, partly of 
the grief her hufband's bad treatment caufed her, 
^d partly of thç bad effefts occafioned by the hvfX\^ 

of 
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of ÎPelér II. who was not more fortunate than thofey 
from 'whom he had received exiftente. 

The afhes of Anne Petrowna,' ojdeft daughter tcy 
Peter and Catharine, are depofited hard by her pa- 
nsnts. This p^iiicefej lefs fcnowir than her fifter, the' 
Emprefe Catharine, deferved to be more fo. She 
was perfedHy. beautiful, her laugh was agreeable^ 
and her fmile that of the graces. To much pene** 
tration, Ihe joined the candour and goodnefs of ar 
frfee and honeft fouL Peter had taken care, in the 
education of his daughter, to unite with the gifts' 
of nature, the abilities, which are the fruit of in- 
firuétion. With uncommon facility, ihe fpake the 
piirindpal languages of Europe, efpecially the French, 
for which fhe had a particular prediledion. She 
was diftinguilbed by a fingular prefcnce of mind, 
which, in whatever fituation ihe was, made her al-< 
ways aft like the daughter of Peter. 

The young count Apraxin, being bold enough 
dne day to make to her a declaration of love, and 
Ihe having anfwered it in a way to make him lofe 
all hopes of fhe fuccefs of his paflion, he watched 
the moments when iChe was alone, threw bimfelf at 
her feet, prefented to her bis fword, and intrcated 
her to end his fufFerings by plunging it into his 
heart.— Giw, laid Petrowna to him, in the cooleft 
manner. Give it me^ and yott will fee the daughter 
c^ your- Emperor wants neither courage nor refolu-» 

tion 
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tion to putiifb a forward fellow, who dares be de- 
ficient in refpcci to her. Apraxin, taken at hi$ 
word, £howed that he was a bragger, who deferred 
fo fevere a côrreftîon. With ihame he returned his 
fword into the flieath, and intreatcd the princefe to 
pardon a delirium, which was the efFeft of hef 
charms. Anne pardoned this inconliderate man, 
but expofed him to ridicule by puWifliing his sid* 
venture. 

In the year 1725, file married Charles Frederic, 
Duke of Molfteen-Gottorp, to whom flie had been 
betrothed for fome time. She had pretenfions to two 
crowns, and obtained none. That of Sweden q£ 
right reverted to her by her hufband, only fon to 
Charles XlL but the Swedifh ftates preferrad:to her 
Ubrica Eleanor a ^ youngeft filler to this monarch. 
Peter I. her father, deftined the crown of Ruffia 
for her, but his death, preceded by loîig delirium, 
prevented him from putting his laft will in exccu- 
tion. He even attempted to put it in writing, but * 
none of the words, which his dying hand wrote^ 
could be decyphcred, except thefe Give all to - . 
Catharine I. would have alfo wiflied that her daugh- 
ter fliould fucceed her, but (he was afraid of the 
party which called for Peter Alexiowitfch, as grand-, 
fon of the Emperor ; and refted contented with ad- 
mitting her into the council of regency, which was 
to rule during the minority of this prince- The 
. - - ' JFate 
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fate which perfeciited Antie, alloMred her to attend 
only once* She was excluded from it by the def-* 
poliim of this fame Men^ikofF, who was indebted 
to her for a great patt of his rife j and as gratitude 
u none of the virtue? of courtiers, (he Was banifliêd 
from.Rufiia by this arrogant minifter, and wkh 
her husband retired to Kiel, where (he died in 1728, 
in the twenty fécond year of her tfgè, leaving a fôn,' 
the unfortunate Peter fiL ' - - 

CiidsE by the tomb of this princel*s is the Emprefi 
Anne's, fecond daughter to I wan Alèxiowitfch. She 
IS defcribed as a woman, who to beauty joined the** 
afiability, which conciliates hearts, that beauty does 
not jilways fecure. Though tiniicl, (he knew how 
to iuj^rt her rank, and make herfelf be obeyed. 
She Was the widow of Frederic William, Duke 6f 
Courland^ with whom flie lived only- fifteen days j 
and flie was ftaying at Mittaw, when fhe was called 
to the throne of Ruffia, of which fte never dreaml» 
ed. Peter had died of the fmall pox, without hà- 
yîrfg had any children, and had not taken the prel- 
caution of naming a fuccefTor. Hereditary right 
having been then abolilhed, the eight tnembcrs, 
who compofe^ the high council, took advantage of* 
this circumftance, to render themfelves allpower-' 
ful ; and formed the prcjed of limiting the unre- 
(Irained power of the Czars, by leaving them only 
the externals of royalty. They imagined they would 

Vol. I. I find 
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find ill Anne the feeble iaftrutncnt, to which thejf 
\s?ould entrufli the imperial coral, and that they 
would really be fovereigns. Reckoning on every 
^hing from the gentl^efe of this princefe^ they chbfe 
her in preference ta her ddeft fifter, the duchefe of 
Mecklenburg, and ta th« defeendantss of Peter the^ 
Great. They mad© her fee, that haviilg a weaker' 
right to the crown than her After, Ihe owed them^ 
every thing, and confequently they dictated tO' her' 
conditions, to which ihe fub&ribed without hedila-^ 
tion, perfuaded that it woidd be eafy to recede froi» 
them; Such is the fincerity of the Anointed of thc> 
Lord, that they iwear and perjupe tl^mfdves acobr-^ 
ding to cixtumftadces.» 

. The moft remarkable of thd conditions pre&ribed» 
to Anne were— ^^ryî, that the Gzarina would exerdfei 
po aâ of fovereignty, and inpofe no kind of tax^ 
"«iqthout the confertt of the High- Council ; j^ci;»i^, 
that fhe would punifh ao genttepian with deaith, till* 
after the proof of a capital crime was? taken, apd ift*/ 
this cafe Ibe would never confifcate his^goods j^ iA/n/*' 
/y,' that flie jCQulji neither alienate nor difpofe of the 
crown» domains in any way; faurthlf^ that &&60tild^ 
oot piarry, nor naitae ap fucceffor, without the advice- 
and confent of the High Council^ &c. 

But Anne was fcarcely arrived at St Pèterflburg,» 
was fcarcely invefted with the imperial badges, and 
had fcarcely feized the reins of government^ when^ 

-^ her 
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lier guards and the principal nobility, that is to fay, 
khc greater part of the courtiers^ v^ho alone profit 
by the abufe of arbitrary power, appeared indignant 
at feeing the authority of their fovereign thus re- 
flriâed, and came in a body to folicit her to break; 
the fetters, which had been forged for her, and to 
aiake her powçr as abfolute as that of her predecef- 
(brs, by annulling an iilufory ad, which jin illegal 
power had made her fubfcribe. Anne appeared at firft 
fcrapulous to reverfe an engagement, that flie had 
ccmtraâed, but foon ihe tore the aâ, that bound 
her, by appearing to yield to the wiflies' of the na- 
tion ; and this nation compofed of nine or ten court 
tiers of the Emprefs' guards^ and thirty intriguers, 
whom Ofteritian and Biren had raifed, and put in 
inotion. ' It is not in France alone, that the word 
nation has been abufed, to exprès the loweft mino*^ 
rity — 2, handful of faâious men. So true it is, that 
from the one pole to the other of our globe, we 
find intrigue ^nd cabal continually in aâivity, for 
the purpofe of deceiving the honeft portion of fo- 
ciety, who know not how to lay fecret plans^ 

The acl in queftion being thus annihilated, the 
High Council was fuppreffed, and the Emprefs in- 
vefted a-new with a power as unlimited is thati 
which her predeceffors had enjoyed. * 

. An attentive education, a long abfence from the' 
fipurt oi Ruifia, and a fiay as loqg in a fm^ill court, 
;. - ^^ I ? whçrç 
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where little or »aetiquett0 e^ifted, having contrit 
buted to foftQD Uer character» and diveftti^r of that 
oriental pride, which the fovereigns of Ruffia love Iq 
boaft of,-7-^nnç was adored by her people more 
than any Other monarch had been j becaufe the Rixf* 
fiahs, like a}l other fubjeds in Europe, think them-». 
feT^s obliged to their matters» not only fox thQ 
gx)d they dp them> but alfo for the evil they dq 
commit. 

Anke, as we have faid above, pafled for a pretty 
woman, though Ihe was tpo jolly ; but this defeâ» 
was hid of kflened, by a majeftic feature, which 
gave her a magnificent air, fuppprted by a com- 
manding look, which impreffed refpe<5l on aH that 
approached her. She had likewii^ the uncpmmoa 
tad confeq^ently precious faculty of diftinguiflbing 
the people, who were worthy of the favours they 
foUcited ; which fuppofes the moft penetrating- faga^ 
city, becaufe npne maflt ^^epifelves with fo much 
act, or ihow themfelves more tp advantage^ than 
the foUcitors of favours. Apne poffeffed* alfp an in* 
valuable quaHty of obliging and rewarding, in ftich 
a way, as to augment thp value of the favour and 
the recompçnce, by the qafe, with which tliey were 
granted. 

She hiad thç rage of oftentation, and was fond o€ 
luxury, not in herfelf, but in her courtiers, tofech 
i degree, ib»i tbçy were looked down on,.if ::tbe5i 

Ihowedl 
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Aowed themfelves at court twiœ m the fame drefs; 

The Ruffian Lord, who is exceflively fond of drefs^ 

outdid the wilhès of the Empreâ^ by joining an A** 

fiatic magnificence to a variety of fuits. In the 

midfi of this croud of courtiers, covered with gold 

pr jewels, Anne delighted in appearing in the flm« 

fdeft dre£^ A filk handkerchief; roiiiid her head, a 

iicarlft jacket an^ black petticoat were her ufual 

onornxng drefs ; and a long gown, of the Ruffian 

fa&ion, infiead of a jacket^ her drefs in the after^ 

iK)OQ, Her greateft pleafure was to fee afiembled 

round her a great cirde of nobles } and her favcAirw 

\tc conyerfation was that where epigram and bon mot 

prevailed^ which produced Cakmhifrs in Ruffia aç 

IPireU as at VerfaiUes. 

SoMi who have written without indulgence to 

%kc feat, to which Anne bekmged, have allowed 

themfejyes to &y, t}iat ihe was OM^leis and averie 

IP buiineis, becaufe ihe was not capable of that un# 

remitting attention, which is not fpund even in men^ 

if they have not b^en accufiomed to labour from 

their early youth. The Ruffians were obliged to 

/utne for confiding, during trying conjunchires^ 

in the ability and experience of dd Count Ofter-i 

a^um, whom Elizabeth condemned to die on th« 

£caffi)ldt nptwithilanding his capacity,, and the obli* 

gâtions that Rtsflia was. under tx) him» But Anne 

is scp]roa(âied- for having given* herfdf up (to .fof 

nothing 
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nothing more cxpreffive) to.Biren, who ftrangcfy 
^bufed his power- This blind confidence of the 
£nipre£i, was, it is faid, one of the blunders of 
love, which has cau&d the commiffion of fo >m9ny» 
. Ernest Jean de Biren, fo celebrated in the north^. 
for hi$ good and bad fortune, was born of obfcur« 
parents, in Co&rl^d. His father, however, who 
had made his fortune by felling t;he forefts of the 
Dukes of Courland, had en^loyed it ii^ giving his 
fon a complete education, which, joined to, .the 
judgment and favourable appearance this young 
man had received from nature, made him bç foon 
difiinguiflied by Anne, then djachefs of Courland ; 
who made him firft her fecretary, and ibon after 
lover. The favour Biren enjoyed with this prin>- 
cefs, when flie came to the empire, was fuch, that 
flifi appeared to have feated herfelf on' the throne^ 
only to fliare it with her lover. Biren, abfohite mi-* 
nifter, then governed his miftreii;, as a Sultan ma* 
pages his feraglio. To the arrogance of a favourr 
ite, he joined the ferocity of a Co&c, and his cru- 
elty recoiled on his fovereign, who was accufed of 
feverity, and of having governed the Ruffians with 
the Knout in her hand, while fhe was naturally hu^ 
mane, and continually oppofed the fanguinary mea- 
fures of her favourite. She often employed evert 
prayers and tears to foften this merdleis man,.an4 
to obtain from hint the pardon of the unfortunate 

viftiqis 
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iriââtùs^ whom he&crificed to his refenti»eat anci 
caprice; for to inoir Ins dilpleafure» the flightcft 
inattention was only heceiSàry» and the leaft eScdL 
ef this di^leafure ww banifhment into Siberia^ 
Such was the iron fceptre with which this defpot 
governed, that it is averred, that during Anne's 
teign, more than thirty fix thoufand perfons were 
put to death or baniihed into Siberia* 

Although the Ëmprèfs did not order thefe fen- 
teticts of death or banifhmehts, flie b not the left 
accountable to pofterity for them, fince fhe permit- 
ted thefe profcriptions to be made in her name. 
This princefe died in the year 1740, after having 
nan^ed Iwan her fucceflbr. By this choice of an in*' 
fant, fhe wifhed to prolong, even after her death, 
the reign of her lover, whom fhe declared Regent 
during the minority of the young Czar, whicl)^ was 
BOt to end till he arrived at the age of Seventeen 
years ; and he was only ibme months old at Anne's 
deaths Biren having been as inflexible and arrogant 
in the regency as in the miniftry, raifed againfi him 
ai croud of enemies, who hurled him from the fum- 
mit of greatnefs, into a ceB at Berezowa in Siberia, 
en the banks of the Oby. 

They fay that Biren, in this difmal dwelling, foft<« 
ened the rigour of his fate by books, the Regent Anne 
having allowed him to carry into his exile the fu« 
perb Ubrary, which he had coUeâed at St Peterf-. 

burg. 
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burg^ during the time he was in Êivour. Bobk$ 
produced in him philofophicai réflexions» and phi^ 
lofophy re-eftabliihed calmiîeÊ in his £buU by pro'- 
ving.tô him, that thé exiftence of courtiers is only 
precarious and dehifiVe» 



CHAP. VII. 



MoNUMMNT èùftiaining the ajhes of the Emprefs Elizas 
ieih.'^De/criptJon of this Princefs.^^Her JtnguJar 
taJtes.-^Her deootionjiill mare Jingular. — She takes 
no hujhand.^-^pinion believed in iRjuffta^ reffe&ing 
a fecret tnrrriage contr'aéled by this PrinceJs.'-^Par' 
tictdars and anecdotes on this beaâ*^-*^Summary aftbie 
revolution^ that placed her on the throne, — Lefiocq^ 
fon to a French Refugee j the foul of this revolution* 
Particulars refpeéling this adventurer. '■^Refpeâtiti^ 
Schuwaloff another favourite of Elizabeth^ s.^-^ Anec- 
dotes of the hijlory ofRuJJia^ puUiJbed by Voltaire.-^ 
Reflexions on Elizabeth^ s government. 

X HE fight of Elizabeth's tomb recalled to our Te- 
membrance another weak woman. Anne was tem- 
perate, Elizabeth was indolent and voluptuous. 
Daughter to Peter L and the beautiful Catharine, 
born in the year 1709. She was handfomer than 
her mother. She had a Roman figure, a majpfiic 

mien. 
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iîiieh) arid â fliape fou could hot help admiring^ 
téhich file préférf ed all her life. She dreffed in the 
plained ftyle, arid this plaiilrielk iri her ordinary drefs 
iiras one of her taftcs. To thefe gifts of nature Ihd 
joined engaging mariners, and âri aîr of freedom^ 
'fi^hich infpired Êonfidènce. She hatd â quality rare 
în indnàrchs, gratitude fof fer vices done her, and 
ihe always tewirded them în the «loft generous 
tnanner. Her affability had made her cdntraa the 
hal>tt of fa^^rig only agreeable things, btit in return, 
flie wiii very fond of heating them faid of herfelfi 
Yet when' he^ fenfibility ^aâ offended, '^ich was 
jtt'ot in tcr do, (hé strrtiéd herfélf wîth a dîfdaînful 
pfîde, not eafily boirne; 

EhizA-QEtti hsCd a ^ery pàrticjùlàr turn, narirely^ 
imufing harfelf with cdoking. It îs faid. Aie ex- 
iSelléd în it,' bût that would not have been the cafe; 
if her courtiers had not tnadè it a rule to think thd 
diflies eiquifite, which were feafoned by the royal 
hstndj and with fo mufch the mforè reafon, that in 
this art, -flie pretended td haVe great knowledge j' 
and if, when flxe admitted any nobles to table, a; 
difti of her dfeffing, had ndt bfeen always prefentedy 
Bpon which fhe took good care to coUeft opini- 
cms, which, as muy be v^ell imagined, vi^cre never 
equivocal. 

Anothek whim of Elizabeth's was devotion^ 
#hich file carried the length of childifhnefs- She 

Vol. L ■ K dragged 
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fragged it into great expences, and a jmultitude of 
religious inftitutions, which might have made the 
Ruf&an nation retrograde, if a philofophical had not 
fucceeded an, enthufiaftic woman. It is affirmed 
that every year, paffing from devotion to pleafures, 
and from plcafores to devotion, flie fcrupuloufly 
confeffed her errors, expreffed the fincereft repen- 
tance, grew weary of this fervour, and reAimed 
her old habits. 

Elizabeth had a noble paiEon for immortalizing^ 
herfelf, by the publication of a new code. She had 
cntrufted the computation of it to two magiftrates,^ 
deeply verfed in the ftudy of the laws, who labour- 
ed inceflantly at this honourable attempt ^ till re- 
çionftranccs, arriving from all quarters, and fug- 
gefted by the priefts, forced Elizabeth to give u(> 
her plan. The glory, therefore, of giving a code 
to the nation, was referved for the tUuftrious Ca- 
tharine. 

Her breauty, her rank, and her pretentions to 
the impérial throne, made Elizabeth be courted by 
feveral princes, but none obtained her hand. There 
had been négociations for marrying her to Loui» 
XV. but they had not been ferions. The Empre& 
Catharine L wilhed to unite her with the King of , 
Sweden'^s brother, Charles Auguftus de Holflein- 
Oottorp ; but this prince died, while this négocia- 
tion was pending — Miftre& of herfelf, Elitabetb 

baniihed 
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bamihed every idea of- manage, and adopted her 
nephew Pet^r. 

After all there îs an opinion generally believed, 
thatihe was privately married to Count Rafumow- 
&Î, with whom Ihe lived in the greateft intimacy^ 
and the Counts of 'Rirracanoflf and their fitters, pat 
fed for the fruit of this clandeftine union. The 
Ruffians, and Europe, were confirmed in this opinio* 
on, by the adventure of the countefe of TarracanofF, 
who had retired into Italy, and fettled at Leghorn, 
where flie lived not only as a fimple individual, but 
as an unfortunate woman, very near the horrors of 
indigence, after having fled from her native coun-^ 
try, and her life being threatened.. The war in 
1770, brought Count OrlofFinto the feaof Tufcany,- 
and he formed acquaintance with her, feemed to 
pity her misfortunes, and was anxious to procure 
her relief, without humbling her. This way of 
proceeding procured him the confidence of the un- 
fortunate Countefs, who although brought up aU. 
court, had doubtlefs forgotten, what a perfidious 
courtier Is capable of. She foon experienced it.' 
She was invited to an entertainment in Dyk's thé 
Britiih conful, virhere (he was received with affec- 
tion. At table tTie conferverfation turned on the 
Ruffian fleet, and the maghificient ihow a fliip of 
the line prefents. The Countefs confefled flie had 
Wvcr cnjojred fuch a grand fight, and the Count 

K a engaged 
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epgiged to iadsfy her coriofity. Puring the d€(> 
fet, a fuperb floop appears on the Ihore, on boar4 
o( which the Counted is cpi^4uclçd, at the found 
of milit^f y mi^ûc, and they fail towards the {hip o£ 
t}ie line, (iere the fcene changes. Sc^cdy was 
the Countefs op bo^rd,' when it is announced^that 
Ihc is a prifone^, and flje is |oaded ^yith irons. Thq 
unhappy wongian with tears in vain waives the feet 
9f the barbarpus Orloff. The fliip fails, arrives aç 
Çt Pctcrfburg, lodges her prey in the fortrels ; She 
is plunged into a dungeon, and from a dungçon in- 
to oblivion, for (he has never been heard of fiiice 
that event. 

Elizabeth fuccccded to the empire on the 251!^ 
November 1741» by the carekffncfs of the regent 
Anuc motheif to Iwan III. and by the intrigues of 
l-clUxxj^ an adventurer, placed as a phyfician, at 
the Uik of FJi»abeth, whofe confijdence he had, anc^ 
who cndowcvl with all the talents fuitable to an in- 
tti^utr» cxoKifcvl them all, for the purpofe of fet- 
tiughi^miitmion the throne of Rufliaj and hq 
IW hu undertaking, however rafli it might bq 
thouj^ht* crvnvncd with the mod fortunate fuccels, 
llAviwg been aide-de-camp to Wronzoflf, and fome 
luaUemcw, I.cftocq had all prepared |pr accpmplifh. 
iiiA î*ï* purpofe, when an indifcretion of the regenç 
A^i^'4 induced him tp haften the execution of hi^ 
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Elizabeth, who was yet hefitating about yidd- 
ing to the intention of her friends, at laft complied 
fnth their importunity, on the evening of the 25th 
November, and M^ent with ]Leftocq and Wronzoff, 
to the Guards quarters, who had beeii already biaf^ 
fed and fecured. She was announced gs the dai:igh- 
Xi^T of Peter L and his legitimate heirefs. No an- 
£wer was made, but the cry, *^ Long live the Em- 
prefs Elizabeth/' After the oath of fidelity was 
^dminiftered to her in this quality, two hundred 
grenadiers offered to conduâ her to the Imperi- 
al palace, and make her be acknowledged there. 
Thefe are taken at their word, they advance to- 
Tv^ards the refidence of the Regent, funk in fleep, as 
well as the Emperor her fon, who is to be hurled 
from the throne, on which his youthful years had 
pot permittedr him to fit*. 

: The Guards of the palace, bribed or furprised^ 

join, inftead of oppofing Elizabeth's retinue, and 

thirty grenadiers, who get without oppofition, m 

far as the Regent's bed, are the firft, who inform 

her of the revolution juft eflfeâed, and of her own 

fall. This princefe was reduced to the humiliating 

Hate of appearing lialf nakpd before this band of 

(bldiers, who fome hours before were throwingthem- 

£elves at her feet. 3he is allowed fcarcely time to 

put on heir clothes. She and her husband are drag« 

ged prifopers in(o Elizabeth's old palace, and thence 

" tranfporte^ 
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traafported to Riga« Afterwards we fliall have oc- 
/cafion to fpeak of this unfortunate family. 

WHENËlizabeth was peaceablyfeated on thethrone 
of Ruifia, it muA be imagined, that Leftocq had great 
influence on the management of afiairs. Indeed hd 
enjoyed the greateft intcreft, was loaded with rich- 
les and honours» but he had to do with a woman 
cafily prepoflfeiTed, who, in ffnte of the affurances 
Jhe had given him, of always protecting him with^ 
|ier ihield of royalty, facrificed him to the Cabal^ 
who would have warw^ith Pniffia; a meafure, whicli 
Leûocq firmly oppofed. He was tried on a ground-* 
le{s pretext, that he had maintained a fecret corres- 
pondence with the enemies of thp flate. This ac- 
cufation' was formed on fome letters from the Pruf* 
fian ambaflador, who was his friend, but they had 
no reference to bufinels ; yet he was ftript of all h\i 
health, which was immenfe. Aptaxin and fomç 
grandees of the court, who had aâed as Serjeants: 
in this affiiir, bafely divided his jewels, which were 
prefents from the £mprefs. 

He was tranfported to Ufling-Weliki, a poor 
burgh in the government of Archangel. There 
with his family he breathed^ fubfifting on a very 
moderate penfion, which the officer to whofe ma« 
nagement it was entrufted, adminiilered to him at 
pleafure* Peter IIL reflored te him his liberty, and 
^|Qe of his dignities y but only a very fmtall part of 
.....' his 
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his fortune, wMch had been cnabezded, was reftor- 
ed to him* A angular drcun^ltance, which is very 
defcriptive of Ruffian juftice, is, that of forty thou^ 
fand roubles found in his houfc in money, only dei 
ven thoufand were returned to him; the remainder 
was faid to have been expended on his account» YitHi 
fifteen thoufand roubles for his fupport during his txé 
ile. Secondly, thirteen thoufand two hundred fof 
improvements made on his houicsj and obferve, 
they had been occupied by the very enemies of Lc^ 
ftocq, who had not paid the rent. Thirdly, eig^ 
hundred roubles for the paper, pens and ink, and 
the expences nccefliry in arranging the annual ac«> 
counts of the management of his property, and &a 
account was given him of his lands* 

LESTOCQ^was fon to a French refugee, a native o£ 
Champagne. Peter I. had brought him to Ruffia,* 
smd Catharine L had fixed him at court. After 
his return to St Peterftafrg in the year 1762, bein^ 
diigufted at the Ufe of a courtier, in which he had 
experienced more bitterneis than favour, he livec^ 
tttired with fome friends till the year 1767, and 
on his death bed he confefied, that this period of 
of his life had been the moil happieft. This con- 
feffion a thoufand courtiers have made, but it wa» 
always after fome great reverfe, that they thus re- 
turned to themfelves, for tew or none of them have 
left the Ibene, without being driven from it. 

Elizabeth 
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- Elizabeth had another favourite, mote fortu- 
nate than Lcftocq, though he lefsi'deferved' to bé 
ic, Gonnt de Schiiwaioff, whom Voltafire hais made 
known in France as à man of Icttefrs. We ate ^ 
ing to fee ori what grounds, and from them to côn^ 
ciudé what vahié ought to be put onf the pfecârîoU^ 
iprputations^ which Voltarre took it into his heaci 
to cteate^ Sclmwaloff, by means of hi^ wife, ha- 
yÎBg acquired the' eiitire confîdenœ of Eli^^beth,' 
had come at fortune by gigantic ftrides, with ftf 
much thd more jufiice, that he had applied himfelf 
f o learn ihfe character and tafte of his miArefs. Af-^ 
ter fhe had been raifed to thé throne,- he had madd 
a difcoYcry precious for acorurtier^ whixJi Was, that^ 
by founding in the ears of Elizabeth, the words. H«-. 
inanity^ and the Good of the People^ ©very thing vkzs 
obtained froin her; More than oiie Monarch înî 
Europe has been dccdved by thii grois ftratâgem*;? 
ignorant or ftupid; he has lent a hand to the coni-; 
miffion of evil, by wifbing to do good ; whehcç îtf 
follows j that a Logc^ the throne is the greateft of 
ijalasmities, and a tboufand times worfe than that of 
being governed by a \Vell informed Tyrant, whonr^ 
men dare not deceive, becaufe he cannot be deceiv- 
ed with impunity.' 

Thus SchuwalofFfure of feducing the Etnpreé^ 
befet her in fuch a way, that in a ihort time and 
vnder the fpecious pretext of doing good^ he obu. 

tained 
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taihed from Her tic cxclufive property of feveral 
îhranchesof commercéj whichréndèred him one of thfc 
fichcft nableâ of Ruflia, but ruined an infinite nurfi- 
her olfamiJics, and even whole towns. The felling 
of the fotefls of Narva, on which aloiîé the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants of this town fubfifted, is given as 
an eminent inftance. He had made the Emprefs 
tinderftand, that the inhabitants of Narva, «for 
want orhieans, did not draw from the fale of thefe 
forefts ail they could ; and that bV giving the privi*.^ 
lege td a nch manj hé with his own funds, wouïà 
fupprtrt this nurçerous body of poor people, vi^ho 
Could hardly {Procure an éxifténce; that thefe forefts, 
to become an excellent branch of commerce, want- 
ed 5rily to hé vivified by the prefencô of a tnan, 
"who joitîëd opulence to the defire of being ufeful to 
fûffering humanity. Elisabeth, perfuaded by thefe 
{>erfid!diis iiifinuations, figned the grant and the ru- 
in of tight hùtîdred families. SchuwalofF infatiable, 
feecaufe Nothing can fatisfy the greedy avarice of a 
tourticrj obtained alfo the! exclufive right of fell- 
feg'whsrte and fiCh oil, and of all the tobacco pro^ 
•dticed in Ruffia. Thé barbafrous man, at that one 
fingte tiine, ruined a whole province. We fee in 
thefe monopolies themodelof theindifcreetdonations 
by Lrfuis XVI. to the infatiablfe Polignac, Conde, &c. 

ScmiWALOFF, who with profit alfo was defirous 
of becowttng illuftrious, with a view to this, propo- 

V'oi.. I. L fed 
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fed to Elizabeth, to employ fomé famous hiftomif 
to compofe the hiftory of Ruflia. H€ gave her W 
underftand that this plan, long meditated by Peter 1. 
was r.eferVed for her, and that it alone could im^ 
mortalize both her' name and her reign* He propo^ 
ied Vôltaîref, who had already written the romance, 
called, the hiftory. of. Charles XII 5 and he was ac- 
cepted of. 

We were affured in Riiffia, thatt Voltaire had re- 
ceived correct extracts and memorials 'written by 
Peter the Firft's own hand, with whatever was 
found moft remarkable in anecdotes, in the library 
<of the academy of fciences-in St Pteterfburg; yet 
BOtwithftanding thefe materials, and the capacity of 
the writer, this hiftory of Ruffia w^s very income 
plete,' and unworthy of the hero it celebrated. The 
RuiGan academicians, in particular, maintained, that 
'H contained almoft none of the materia^ furniJhed 
to the author, who on thp contrary had therein in-» 
ferted many things, which had not beenrommunn 
cated to him^, and whereiii the truth of faéls Jiad been 
.changed j but this' aocufation is not abfolutiîîy/weB 
founded. However it t)e, at Pcterfburg people were 
generally dîfcantent^d^ beta with the author and tï^ 
work. SchuwalpfF efpecially exjpreffed to Vokaijfe 
ki ftrong, terms, his own furprife, that Ixfi riot only 
had not made ufe of the ini;ereftmg anecdotes com*' 
muniçatcd to him, \>\Li alip filled: hi$ {neoioks witk 

. . abfnrd 
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9.biiif d cofitradiâion^, and manned aJU thé names 
of fami^ and towixsé Voltaire aufwered, that h» 
was not accuftomed to tranfcribe literally the mate» 
rials he was furniihed Ayith ; that he had arranged 
the plan, and direded the work in his own way. y 
that not having introduced the private life of the 
Czar into the hiftory of . Ruffia, he had QOt been a^ 
ble to benefit by the anecdotes, which oply concent 
pd this .prince j that in inany places he had be^n o- 
bUged to fupply the materials tranfa)itted him, by 
other notes he had procured, of which Stguaiflaus^ 
who had been Peter*s cotemporary, had warranted 
):he authenticity. . ; /^ 

" As to, the reproach of having mangled the 
** names ; a German," added he, " feems to bring 
?* it on n>€ J I wifli more, breath, and fcw«r confo- 
*' nants.'^ Schuwaloff was fo much; the more pror 
▼oked, as to encourage, the compiler of this hif* 
tory, which he hî^nfelf had projefted, he had fent 
beforehand a rich box of furs, add a çoUecUon .of 
^ the Ruffian medals ftruck in gold. The. fiirs ar* 
^ived at Ferney, but the medals having been en» 
trufipd to a certain Ruffian gentleman, ciilçd Pufch»- 
Jdn, addicted to wine and women, were diffipatcd 
in parties of pleafure. Wits at the court of St Pe- 
Iterfburg, on hearing this news, faid, that Pufchkia 
|iad been fcipwrecked with the medals, as Voltaire 
jistd b^en with thé R,uilian memoirs, 

L 2 Not. 



«4 TRAVEtS IN ftUSSÏÀ. 

' NoTwiTHSTANDWG liet fovoxintcs,' * tfld fom» 
wcakne&s to be attributed to her education, rather 
than to her i0«, Elizabeth had great qualities, arid 
all^ who have fpoken of her, have pronounced highi 
eulogiums on her humanity. When Ihe mounted 
the throne, ihe made a vow to inflict no capital pu^ 
nifliment daring her reign. It i& even added, that 
fbe (hed tears when flie receivpd the n&9fH of fome 
viAory gained by hèr armies. Yet it is obferved^ 
|hat though during her mgn no criminal Was exe- 
cuted publicly or formally, thç prifons were full of 
inifcrable peopla, feveral of whom periflied by thé 
foul air they breathed ; a death undoubtedly mor4fc 
tcitiUc thf|n*that ip^ided-^by thp fword of execu- 
jioners, :. 

The ftate inquîfitîop, qr the Secret Committef, who 
looked after perfons fufpecled of ftate-crimes, were 
perpetually aftiye during Eliaabeth-a reign. . Many 
people on the flighteft evidence, underwent torture 
within the boundaries of the prifons, where they 
received the Knouf^ and expired under the torments 
of this criuel punilhment. This juftice, executed 
within fout walls, is an atrocious vengeance, an unr 
profitable murder, becayfe the punilhment of the^ 
guilty ought tq be exemplary and pubjic. But wliit 
reflefts the greateft dilhpnour on this priric^jS* reign 
is the puniiliment flie çaufed be infiidled on the 
Çounteffe^ Bcjluchef and Lapuebm Çy her orders 
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pate^'rtcéivea thirty ftrokesèf'the knout, in a pti- 
Ij^kf^uare; their tongues were tot out, and they- 
were « baniihed into Siberia, One of theft ladies, 
the' Counters ^Lapuciiin,eftcemed the prettiefl wo- 
Éfïân in Ruflia, was^ accufed of :hav?ng carried bm a 
fettet correfpondencje with the Frehfch anibafladdr ; 
Bm the true crîxnè was, having '(poken with too 
much frepdoih *df \|îlÏ55àbétb*$ amours J and hdie^ 
know no fôtgtfttïkif^ for this injury. The hare nar- 
ration of thiis ci'uel vengeance makes one Hhudi 
^r. Figure a delicate woman, dîftinguîôiêd by 
yank, publicly mangled fay thé hands of an exèctï-' 
tioner. Horrojr and pity are then the only fenfi- 
inents which affect us, and we throw off every fort 
of refpeft for the memory of a princefs, who wa? 
barbarous çnoiiglt tp commit fvch an excefs of 
cruelty. , 

" BtTT, whik lamenting thefe inhuman confequen- 
ccSi and turning Our eyes afide from the fcene we 
have been viewing, if we examine Elizabeth's cha- 
raâer with lefs fcverity, we will [;be reconciled tQ 
her;— We recoljeft all the good that fiie did j we fee 
that her heart, naturally inclined to kindnefs, had 
allowed itfelf to be corrupted by abfolute power, 
and hardened by fufpicion, but that it returned t0 
the fentimentsi of pity and mçrcy, when her paffion? 
and prqudices dîrfnot get the better of her. In fhbrtj^ 
thpfe, who haviC been nçar her, affirm, that it was 

impoffible 
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impoifihle to obtain from her a oonfeat to pum4^ 
the moft atrocious crimes with death, except whpn, 
the lieiatenant of the Police conftrued tbi? very clc,. 
niency of their fpvereign into the hurt :of the ua- 
^H>y pcrfbns^ «pid when he had fçcr^t recourfe^to 
the frightful expedient of inflicting: the knout upqn 
qioiinals of this clafe, till jheiy ej^pired under the 
ijtrqjsçsj ^ death unquçftionably ifpoire cruel thaa. 
capijtal puni^ment; ûnce in the y^fUr cafe, they 
would have been only beheaded, a|id in the former 
they were flowly cut tp pieces. Eligab^h died ii», 
|he year 176;, in the fifty-third year pf hpr agÇj^ 
aiid twpnty-feconjd of her reign. ,. 



€HAP. VIIL 



Mint at Si Peter/burg. — Money coined tbere.'-r-^A^ 
Czar Pet ft the Fir/Fs boufe an. ûbjeôl yf ^uriqfityfrm 
.. Church and camnixation of Alexander-NeufiL 

X HE mint, which v^as the objeâ of one of our 
excurfions, is alfo an edifice remarkable in the iile 
of St Peter£burg. It is deftitute of fliow, and the 
architeâuxe has nothing deferving of praife, but the 
order, that reigns in the work-hou&s, is admirable. 
.Among the remarkable things to be feen in thefe 
"^of k-hpujfes, is ^ machine ufed for ftamping the 

money. 
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tnaney^ It attraéls the greater attention frofm tra?* 
Vellers, becaufe they are warned of it having been! 
invented by the reigning Empfefe, aùd the naecha- 
nifin is fimjde and ingenious. 

Thb firft materials for the fabrication of moneys 
are brought from the mines of Siberia, xnd the 
parting is made in a laboratory in the neigh-» 
bourhood of the work-houfcs. For a long period j 
(and it is fiill done at this day) a great number of 
Dutch crowns were recaft at St Pcterfburg, to make 
roubles. Peter I. being in want of filver materials 
for money, ordered all the duties to be paid in 
Dutch crowns ; but at prefcnt,. no . more than the 
half is paid in this money,. and the Britifli, as welt 
as the moft part of foreigners, are by, treaties excu-« 
fed from this obligation. Yet as the gold and fil- 
Ter brought from Siberia, and the Dutch crowns, artf 
not fufficient for the quantity of fpecie in circula- 
tion, through the vaft empire df the Ruffias, thefe 
precious metsûs are imported every year to great a* 
mount. Notwithftanding this importation, the mO'^ 
ney is of the bafeft aUoy, and this fiate of adultéra-* 
tion, in which it is at this time, furhifhes abundant 
profit, finc^ there is fo much alloy in gold, that on 
it there is a gain of 48 per cent, and 37 per cent# 
on filver. But it produces the difagreeable eflfed of 
encouraging the iritroduftion-of the countetfeit ma. 
ney coined abroad, on which there is great profit. to 

be 
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be tnade, and the greateft difcfedît thereby hrotiglit 
on theftatc* 

From thé forttèfs you ga by ^^atc^ id the Ifle 
next to St Peterfbufg, to do honûgc ta an woodiért 
cottage, famous for Having ferred as an habttatiori 
to Peter the great, while he was 'building thefor- 
trefi. It has been fftreferved' in its original ftate bif 
means bf a brick buildings that ferves it for à covers 
This hoitfe has only one grouïidflat, confifting of 
three rooms, a large hall for rcoriving company; a 
dining room and a bed chamber. Hard by it Is 3 
boat with four oars, built by Peter's own hand^ 
which has been forhetimes called the little Grand ftt^e\ 
but improperjiy ; this hc^ncmrable name being refers 
Vcd for the boat already mentioned. 

A ÏINE froft and.fome friends engagiedlus to pay' 
a viflt to the fuperb monaftcry of St Alexander 
Neuiki, ii^hich ftarids at the extremity of thé Mofc 
cow fuburbs. Its Situation, but efpecially th^t of 
the Gardens, is quite romantic* There are fottç 
doifters^ among ^hich are the cells of fixty moftks^ 
who there renew the opulence of the old French 
Bernardines. Thdy have their jolly looks and want 
of care, but they are more ignorant. The Bernar* 
dines and monks in France were only fond' of good 
eating, but thofe in Rufiia arc drunken fots, who 
are lifted up every day in the public ftreçts^- We 
uiere received by two of thefe moiiks, who were the 

hi2:heft 
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Jiigbetft In the môtiàftcry. The dinner they gave us 
was at firft a monk's repaft^ and afterwards a gre^ 
mdier*s debauch. 

• The monaftery of Neufki \vas fduiidfed by Peter I4 
Xvhq made the- Great Duke Alexander Neufki or, 
the Ncvian^ be canonized. He was fo uanied from 
the victories he gained pver the S\tedès on the banks 
of the Neva. The Ruffiati clergy, and the people,- 
ih imitation of their ptiefts, tell of this Great Duke 
(who during his life time had no doubts of being 
one -day enrolled in the legend) a multitude of mi- 
racles, every one more abfurd than another. They 
icll among the reft^ that in the city of Wolodimer^ 
^hrrber his body had been transferred, v^hen the 
Metropolitan approached him with the • ordinary 
paffport, the faint's hand opened of its owri accord 
Ind took it. They attribute to hini àifo the win- 
ning of a battle, that Demetrius Iwanowitfch gaim 
cd over the Kan of the Tartars. But the miracle 
mdft generally believed, arid which it V/ould be im^ 
prudent to drfpute with the Ruflhtns, is that of the 
conflagi-ation of Wolodimer. The church, ih Which 
Alexander \vas buried, haid taken fire, every thing 
became the j^rey of the flames, except the faint'ô 
body; that appeared^ they fty, in the hottdi of tlid 
flames, ftill furrounded in the fhecJt, \<^hefreifï it had 
bfceri buried. The flieet and the body remained un^ 
touched. 
I Voi..t M ît 
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It was thefe pretended prodigies, which indi*- 
ced Peter L to have Alexander the Nevian cano- 
nized, and to build, in honour of him, the fu- 
perb monaftery, which embellilhes the capital of the 
Ruffias, to contain the body of the Saint in a mag- 
nificent filver coffin. It was firft, to accommodate 
matters with his Clergy, whom his reforms had alie- 
nated from: him ; Secondly, to honour the memory 
of a warrior, who merited the gratitude of pofte- 
rity by his- fignal vi^ories j and thirdly, the true 
motive was to introduce into his country a tafte for 
monuments and the arts. 

Elizabeth entered into the views of her father^ 
and caufed a monumfent worthy of Italy be erefted 
to the memory of a warricM"^ beatified by her far- 
ther. We there read a long latin in&ription^ breath- 
ing nothing of the auguftine age, which informed- 
us, that Saint Alexander joined all the virtues of j| 
chriftiati to the abilities of a foldier ; and that the au- 
guft Elizabeth, who poffeffed all the virtues of her 
father and mother, creeled thi? monumeût* This 
fcholaftic amplification, which begins With thefe 
words. Toil fee J Reader^ how dear the ajhes, of Saints: 
are to God ; proves, that if the arts have been in- 
troduced into RulKa, the lapidary ftyle has not yet 
found its way thither.. 

^CHAR 
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CHAP. IX. 

PdPULATWN of St P^UrJbttrg^^of all Rujfta. — Tl^c 
Rujians divided into four conjlitutional clajfes. — The 
nobility^ thejirji clafty which contains fourteen others. 
— Boyard — what is underfiood by this title. — The 
Clergy,^ the fécond claf s . — The Burgeffcs and Free^ 
men J the third. — The PcafantSy the fourth clafs^* — 

• Tbofgy who belong' to th^ crown. — Thofe^ who belong 
to individuals. — Unfortunate fituation of the latter. 

OT Peterfburg contains about two hundred thou- 
fand inhabitants, and Bufching who may be con* 
fulttd with confidence refpeâing Ruilia, rates the 
total population of this vaft empire at twenty mil- 
Hons. According to Sulmifch it contains twenty 
four, and Monfieur Levefque brings it to nineteen 
millions; but this calculation appears erroneous, for 
the inhabitants of Ukraine, of Siberia, and the Cot 
facs, are ftated at only three hundred thoufand fouls. 
Here follow the returns, which we have procured on 
this fubjeo, according to the laft review and fur- 
veys, made in the year 1788. 

Table of the Population of Rujfta. 
Inhabitants liable to the Poll Tai 1 8,000,000 

in the conqv^ered provinces 1,200,000 
Kobles -pp. — p- — ..^ 70,000 

M % Clergy, 
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Clergy, Bilhops, Popes, ^Jonks, &c. 60,009 

Soldiers and Sailors 57o,ooq 

Employed in adminiftration and tribunals 28,000 

Ukraine, Siberia and the Coffacs 900,000 

(Crimea and Cubaii 860,000 



TTotal of the Population 2 1 ,68 8,qoo. 

This population is divided by the conftitution in^ 
to four clafles, firft, that of the great and fmall no- 
bility; fecondly, the clergy; thirdly, the merchants, 
burgefles and other free perfons ; and fourthly the 
peafants. In the three firft, are the free fubjeâs of 
the empire, and in the fourth, the bondme/t or 
flave3 ; and to the fcandal of humanity, and the 
çulogiums lavifhed on Catharine |L as a Legiilator, 
this clafs is the moft numerous. 

In the firft order are con)prehendcd the grandees* 
and thç nobility ; the only perfons to whom, ac- 
cording to the true fpirit of feudal defpotifm, be- 
longs the right of poffeffing lands ; a monftrous pri- 
iirilege, which in our days Catharine, by an injuft 
tice, that fliould be charged rather upon her pre- 
judices, than upon her heart, ratified in a folemn 
manner, by confirming the immunities of this no- 
bility, and ordaining the right of purchafing or fellr 
ing lands to be vefted in nobles alone. It is true, 
thi$ preroga^ve regards only Ruflia Proper, for in 

Ukraine 
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iJkraîne and thfe provinces conquered from G^edea 
'{Ingrii excepted) lands may be pofleffcd by conoir 
moners. Grandees are not obCged as in the days 
of Peter I. to arm, and head their vaflals ; they arc 
only bound to feiSre in the army^ and to fiirnifli re- 
cru.its in proportion to the extent of their pofieifidns. 

In Ruflia, as in almoft all the eaftern-governments, 
there is ^raoftno diftinftion of rank among the 
nobles, excejit what they dçrive from offices, and 
the dçgrees conferred by their Sovereign, The old- 
eft fons of perfons raifed to the firft dignities have 
no prerogative attadied to their birth. The great- 
aefs of a family, that unites immenfe riches with 
the moft eminent dignities, is, as it were, annihi» 
lated at the death of its chief, becaufe fortunes are 
equally divided among the fons; and the titles which 
are hereditary, without the fovereign- s favour, ia 
no way contribute to render thofe great, who bear 
thcfld. Be they Princes, Counts, or Barons, the 
diftinftion is nothing, if it be not fupported by fome 
civil or military employment* In Ruffia, titles of 
ancient nobility or illuftrious anceftors do not prevent 
him, to whom his oiEce gives only the rank of Lieu- 
tenant, from being, while out of military fervice, 
inferior even to a Captain taken from thelateft no- 
bility, or even from the clafs of freedmen. ' 

In order to underftand this pre-eminence well, it 
jBuft be knôwo, that in Ruflia, people in office 

ought 
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loiiglit to be enrolled, in order that they may hà^^ 
a certain exiftence in one of the fourteen dédies, call^ 
ed.Civil Clajfesy wfaich all fuppofe a military gradak- 
tion ; for in Ruflia, as* in all governments, where 
the head is a defpot, the government is altogether 
.military. The Ru£Gian Courtiers are placed in the 
threp firft of diefe dafles, or arq fuppofed to make 
^ part of them. The firft feVen are always inviteci 
to the entertainments given by the Emprefs, while 
there are only fome privileged members of the fe- 
yen laft, that are admitted to them» It will help 
to give an idea of the arrangement of thefe dafies, 
to explain what fcnrt of individuals are enrolled ii| 
the prindpal clafles. 

In the firft 
; The Fidd-Marlhal-General ; the Admiral- Geneva 
irai ; the Grand-Chancellor of the Empire. 

In the fécond 
• The Chief-Gencrals of the Infantry and Cavalry, 
the Governors of Provinces, the Grand-maftcr of 
Artillery ; the fécond Admiral of the Fleet ; the - 
Grand Marflial of Court, and all the Privy Gquu- 
Xellors compofing the Direfting Senate. 
In the third 
The Grand Equery; the Attorney-General of 
the Direûing Senate ; all the Lieutenant-Generals ; 
theXnights of the order of St Andrew; the Commif- 
&ries-Gener2(l of War ; and the Vice-Admirals» 

I» 
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/ In the fourth 

The Grand Chamberlain f the Prefideiitsef GoU 
iegcsj the CounfcUors of State — the Provincial 
CounfeUors of Livonia and Eftonia; the iMajor-Ge* 
serak} the Quarter-Mafters-General ; the Lieuten- 
ant Colonels of the Guards (there are no Goione^) 
s^d the Rear* Admirals. ' . ' 

In the fifth 

The Herald-at-arms } the Mafter-Cenefal of Fe:. 
dtion$} the Grand Matter of Ceremonies f tl^ Grand 
Mafter erf Waters and Forefts ; the Grand Mafter- 
d'eneral of Police; The Vice-Prefidcnts of Colleges; 
the Director. General of Poftsj the Grand Mailer of 
the Court Stables j the Secretary of the £mpre&^ 
Cabinet} the fifft Commiffaries of War j sdl the Co^ 
lonels of the ^my, and all the CajHiains of the Navy« 

The other dafles» whofe enumeration would be 
tedious, defcend always in degrees and re^âabili^ 
ty. In fhort the fourteenth contains, firft, the 
,Court*Pages, who in every place wifh to have a 
Tank, which is always given them. Secondly, the 
Si;ibaltern*agents of litigation, a kind of vermin^ 
which fwarni in Ruffia, as in every place dfe, and 
join greed to the infolence of pretenfions. Thirdly, 
the Soldiers and Sailors of the inferior gradations^ 
who form the moft corrupted part of this clafs^ and 
confequently defpife whatever is not conneâed wiih 
their profei^ibm . 

Not- 



^ TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 

Notwithstanding this ariftocratic claffificatîoàV 
iWiatfevcr is riot hoble or ennobkdy hàs'but % precStri- 
ousexiftence. To be pcrfuaded of tbis lad trutbi 
it is only neccflary to read a paffage^frpm the code 
of. Catharine IL '' Confirjning the rights and prit 
vilegesi which Peter granted to ihcEruffian nobilir 
ty, fays the hiftorian, who has.tranfmitted to U3 
this code, the Empfefk adds four new privileges; . 
Fitft, flic has ôommanded all the €k)lo'neb of regi- 
xnentd, in a ^cial order ^ on every occaiion, to. pre» 
fcr the nobles, to thofe who are. not n«ible^ inrth^ 
promotion of nulitary rank. Secondly, fee has <tfw 
«iained, that the children of nbble», and alfti tboft 
of. -General 'officers^ fliall be received into the efta«^ 
Uiihmcnts of rnilitary édùcatioîi, m préférence td 
any other of her fubjecls. Thirdly > that the right 
cf buying and felling lands, be the jpropèr and pe- 
culiar riglit of nobles aloniB; Fourthly, thatJbt 
nobles of' her empire -enjoy the exclufivc privilege 
of creâions for the diftillation and fale of brandies 
from grain/' Sitice thefe noUes poflefs the landsr, 
poflels the poixt people, who cultivate them, and 
enjoy the powers of induftry^ what is left to hii% 
.\»*jiom chance has not made be born a noble ? 

Before the time of Peter the Gr^at, the only 
hereditary title was that of Kn^cs^ whieh was inter* 
pscKtJ^ by that of Prince. The title of Bayard^ v^hick 
fome travellers have made fignify Privy Counfellir^ 

WW 
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^Rras. given, and is ftUl given, in the Ruffian provîri* 
tes, to the poffeffors of great eliites, or hereditary 
fiefsy which hold of the fovereigri. In the time of 
the Grand Dilkeîs of Ruffia, the Boyârdè were coil- 
Voked iii diet, to deliberate on the important affairs 
of ftate. They Were the Gf arid Barotis of the coun* 
try. If a difference ardfe IfctWeen two Boyards, of 
between a Boyard and the Sovereign, the Boyards 
- formed a coUrt, pronounced judgment^ and the 
Grand Dilke was bound to fubmît to the fêntence^ 
which this tribunal had given. In the Ruffian re- 
tords there are inftarices of Grand Dukes being ba- 
hiÛied in cdnfequcnce of the judgment Ct the Boy- 
ards. , " 

Those tvho took the title of Knoes^,y^ttt defcend- 
çd, or |iretetidèd to be defcehded from fomfe colla- 
teral branches of the reigning family; or from fome 
Lithuaniati princeè, who had fettled in Ruffia in the 
fourteenth or fifteenth century^ or fromfome Tar- 
tar lords^ who became fubjeâs of the emptfre under 
Iwaii Vaffilo,witfch ; or in fhort from fome Pôlifh 
or foreign families^ who had fettled in Ruffia. 
With time, the nurhber of thëfe provinces grew fo 
great, tnat there Were three hundred, that ferved 
a$ common foldiers in the fingle regiment of Men-. 
SBikofPs dragoons. 

Though Peter the Gre2(t, in imitation of t!ie o* 
ther courts of Europe, introduced into Ruffia the 
• Vol. i. N title» 
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titles of Counts and Barons, and though his fuccef^ 
fors have followed his example, none of thcfe titl» 
have fufficiently flattered the favourites of the Rut , 
fian fovereigns. Tjbey have often defircd to be créa- 
ted Princes of the German empire, as MenzikofiF 
was on the requeft of Pet^r I. and finee him, the 
Pï;Lnces OrlofFs and PotAnkins under the reign and 
at the fdicitation of the Emprefs Catharine H. 

As according to the fyftem eftabliflied by Peter L 
(:but it has been altered in proportion as it departed 
from its fource) every perfon takes rank only from- 
the degree he has in the army, they make greal 
hafte to get advancement, and yet they are ^ on*. 
Jy regularly advanced, for it is neceflary to have 
fervied as a corporal or ferjeant, before any one cai> 
be made an officfer. vBut favour elu/des this rule» 
Infants at the breafï are often made ferjeants or cor- 
porals, and it^ is not always- neceffary to have made 
a fiiigle campdgn to obtain rank, fînce it can be 
come at by civil employmeats. Although tïte lavr 
made by Peter I. obliging every gentleman, under 
paia of degradation, to fervc in the army, has been 
abpliflied by Peter HI. the eflfeds of it ftiH fubfift.. 
' No gentleman below the rank of Major, however 
rich he may be, can have more than two horfes ia 
his carriage ; and below the rank of Brigadier, he 
, can have only four ; and though he fhould join the 
higheft 'fortune to the higheft birth, i£ he ha? never 

been 



TRAVELS.IN "RTJSSÎA. -99 

jbeen in the (crvice, he can have in the capital only 
a^ carriage with one hprfe, unlefe by fpccial permif- 
fion ; while a fimple merchant may have a coach 
.with two horfes* Notwithftanding all this, there- 
are di&rent ways of procuring military degrees, 
and the privileges attached to them* For inftance^ 
^ chamberlain to his Majefty^faas the rank of Major 
General ; the offices of fecretary in the different deî 
partmdnts, gives the name of Officers; and thofe, 
who contribute a certain fum fçr the fupport of the 
foundling hôljpital at^ Mofcow, obtain the* rank of 
^Lieutenant j and this way of rendering the vanity 
fubfervient %o the utility pf the human race, proves 
^he genips of the Legiflator, who made this law. 

The JSToWes on their eftatcs, havç an authority 
llmoft unlimited, and difpofe of their flaves with> 
out any reftriâion^ as \^ill appear in the article, 
wherein we treat of this unfortunate call, called 
Peafants. The fécond order is the Clergy, and a 
Patriarch is their chief, Peter the Great, finding 
that he, who occupied this dighity, had too** much 
;iuthority, fuppreffed the Patriarchate in the year 
17^1. But being a politician too dextrou» to de* 
dare himfelf the head pf the Church, in what re- 
garded fpiritualities, he prudently committed the 
principal direâion of eccleiiaflic afiairs to a conxmif^ 
fion, which he named the Iloly Synod^ making it en», 
tirdy dependent on himfelf, by admii^iâering to 

N 2 l^^ç\^ 
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each of its members*, an oath, th^ they would «; 
knowledge him as their Aipreme judge. This Sy?. 
nod,' which has the Emperor far prefident, i^ cpm^ 
pofed of a vice^-prefidei^t, who is commonly the mo 
tropolitan arch-bifliop, wd five counfellor^^ whq 
^re the firfl: prelates of the empjre ; fuch as the bi^ 
flipps of Plefcpw, of Riga, pf Twçr, and of Kachin, 
în our own remembrance, John Panfiloff, ponfeffoc , 
to Catharine IL lat among thefe prelates, with.thti^ 
influence of a prrcft, that fees his foyereign at hk» 
ïeet. 

The RulSap. clergy are compdfed of Regulars ^nd, 
fcçuhrs. The former are the monks,, the fccond^ 
the priefts or curates of the papibes. 

The greateû part of the riches qf the Uafllai^ 
church was formerly concentrated in the monaftet 
jries, whofe awiual rçyepues ajnpunted to mpnç^than 
forty millions of French livres^ or fifteen hundi^ed 
thoufand pounds fterling. - 

The m©nk5, like other poffeffors pf fieft, ^:i^^i;çtr 
fed an abfolute power pver their peafants, and tjii? 
yoke was not the lighted op the unfqrfuoate flave j 
tut under the. reigp of Catharine IL this r.ule.f han- 
ged. She grapted freedom to th^ peafants, who 
depended on monafteries, apd annexed the çft^tes 
pf^thç clergy tP the çrpwn, biitp^id pe.nfipps to the 
monks and prelates* Ihe Ruffiaçs^ however çi^ 
thufiaftic, cried: not for excompiui^icâtion, nor di/i 

the^ 



thcy.ltiinktliw fdigîoa'în dawger, becaufe their 
l^opes no morehâd^flaiies uid ihoufacds of .roubtet; 
Jhù archbiihops and the bifl^opschajse ftom fixtce» 
to eighteen thouûpii U^rcis a year, aiidthc cletgf 
qi iafèrior.rankîiaoL pa*opor.tion. . -A.t îhp time of this 
çhai^ige, feveràl nipw%ides;wëœ..£appineiïed,aâad'thd 
pumber of monk^foxi^decably reduced; and in thdfo 
preserved, an.or4cr iraÉLiflucd,: .prohibiting the ad- 
piiffiOn of abovfe «a certain niunber, and the age was 
fix^d, at which thcy^^cojild take. voH^ - • 

The HE were however fomc murmors^, and the 
friejads of the. monks maintained, that this refofifl 
would foon produce the greateft evils in |i.uffia, bk^ 
caufe- the nionaftcries wére^ the only feminaries for 
thofe, who ^cnsi dcftined for the clerical order, ^and 
the monks being the pnljr people acqusnijted with 
the fcience, that wa3.amopg the Ruffian clergy^ igi 
noraDce was from that tione to be the lot of the 
jGreck church. The governor did not amufe hini- 
felf with anfwering.thefe vain allegations. He was 
aftixe, açd prevented: the evil, ^ by perfeâing the 
adxntniftration of the oionafteries he had left ; found- 
ed çew fchoolsin different places for the inftrudtioa 
of ecclefiaftics, fo that the fcience of the peniione4 
dergy fopn furpaffed that of the clergy before :eii- 
dowed ; which, as may be imagined, could not be 
ivonderful, for in Ruffia like other y^untries, %ht 
ppulppt pi^nk audits little of :ni»ie. at aU, 
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' Thshlx are tUrty three archhiikoprics or biffiop- 
rics ip Ruflia^ whereqf the principal are; Novogorpd» 
Mofiomr, St Peterilwrg; Kaiàn, Afiracan, To'boUk, 
J^oimcf, Smdboflço» Archangel, Kiow, &c. 

At this day Ruffia contains a hundred and fifty 
npnafleries» govorneà by fifty eight Jrchimandritijf 
or Abbes ; and ninety nine Igoumem or Prion ^ and 
fixty ieyen convents direâéd by abbeâbs. Hhe 
nwit^^ of mopks is foppofed to be upwards of 
fix thouiand, and of nuns more than five thoufitnd^ 
The other priefts or ecdefiaftics belonging to monaf- 
tmies and cathedrals, are to the niunber of two 
^\)&nd. 

7hi curates are defigned commonly by the .title 
Df Papa or pope» a Greek word fignifying father^ ' 
fuid given indifcriminately, in the firft ages of Chrif'^ 
ttanity, to all ecdefiaftics, till GMregory VIL ordered 
it to be referved for the biihop of Rome alone. 
The reparation, whidi has always exifted between 
the Latin and Greek church, did not allow the lat? 
ter to rdpedt this order, and therefore the name of 
Pope has remained to the Greek priefts. The vi- 
cars and priefts fettled in pari(hes are o^d Proto^^ 
ipûpesy or Firft Popes. > 

Thbse Popes and Protopopes, who ought to^'be 

«iea men, enjoying a certain refpeâability in fod« 

^, are commonly the moft contemptible part of 

^he people in R^i^^} the greatdH part not.bdng 

- able 



TRAVELS IVt tCÙSBlUL <dj 

iHe to read, in their own language, the gofpei ûxef 
are cpmmiflioned to preath, they accufljom themw 
felvès to recite the fervice by dint of metnory- 
Their degradation and ignorance are attributed to 
the fmall ifelary attached to their funâbidns,. yet ia 
a country, where provifioris are at the loweft ratej 
they have about fiftfy crowns in the? fmalleft livingi 
and fefven hundred and fifty livret in the befL Bè- 
fides they poffefs at} wooden houie, and a {Aeoe o£^ 
ground, which tbey themfidves generally cultivate. 
The higheft dignity, at which tlie popes cam arrive 
as long as they are married, for celibacy of prieftt 
IS not a precept among the Oreejcs, is that of fir^ 
prieft of a cathednd, whofe income is about eight 
hundred liVres a-year. The archbiihops are chofen 
from among the monks, wha look on the popes at. 
Very far below them. The reigmn^ Emprefs per- 
feaded^ that the mod efl^âusd means of diilizing as 
fuperftitious nation under abfoiute fubjeâion to 
priefts, was to attend to the education of fuch as 
were deftined for the clerical order, has founded 
different feminariés, wherein the children of priefts 
are brought up. With the fiime intention flte has 
by every mean encouraged the clergy in general to 
to improve themfdves, and emerge from the gro& 
ignorance, into which they had funk; but the 

p<^>es 

• £lï. 5. Stcrlîi^. 
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yopcs ^th difficulty arid rducUncc cbmply'wltii 
their fovcreign's liberal dcfigns. . 
. Ik Ruilia monks are not allowbd to marry, ?37hite 
marriage is enjoined on the pfriefts, as à preliminary 
indifpenfable for ordination^ but they miïft marry 
none but young women. If their wives die, they 
may enter into a monaftery, and aftervJ-ards rife to 
the highcft dignities of the church, \t4nch are grants 
fed to monks alone; Thi^ is the y dry reverfe of th^ 
Latin church, where the monks are nothing, and 
the fecular priefts cvety thing. The Ruffiafi popôS 
cannot engage in a fécond marriage, unle& they 
become laynkn, and as widowers j they cannot rei 
main pariih*prieâs, without thfe fpeinal permiffion 
of the bifhops; All the children of priefts are frçc and 
generally eonfecrated to the fervice of the church. 
- Ajli; the ecclefiaftics wear long beards, and are 
diftinguiihed from the laity by letting thejir hait 
grow long, and wearing it about their fiioulders with- 
out being tied or curled. They believe that their 
beards and long hair bring them to a nearer rcfem^ 

m 

blance of Jcfus Chrift, who is sdways rcprefcnted 
with a' long beard and long haif . The popes wear 
a very high fquare cap, and a long black or browri 
gov^n reaching to their ankles. The dignitaries of 
the church are diibinguifhed by richer garments. 
. LEAVING the clergy, the third conftitutiohal clafe 
in Ruffia is that, which is between the nobility and 

peafants. 
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' peafaiits. Thc'Emprefe Catharine n. delighs it in 
her new cocje- — '— 

" This clafs of men, worthy to be mehtîonèdj . 
** whofe fitUation tnay promife great advantages^ 
^* wheii they fliall Have received a ftableform, whofe 
*^ object is the encouragement of good morals and 
** the love of labour; It is the middling ftate. 

" This order compofed of Freemen, belongs riot 
^* to the cliis of the nobles nor peaûnts. Wc may 
** rank in it, all, who being neither gentlemen, not 
•* peafahts, are engaged in the arte, fciences, navi- 
** gatibn, aiid commerce, or follow mechanical pro- 
^' feffions. 

'^ Among them are alfo to be placed thofe, who 
** born of Cômmoriers, (hall be brought out of fchoolô 
^' and religious houfes of education^ eftablifhcd by 
*' us of our predcceitots, and alfo the children of 
*' oiSiçèrs and clerks 6f chancery. But as the third*. 
^* eftatc admits of different degrees of prerogatives^ 
*' of which we wifli to give a particular detail, we 
^* fhall content oùrfelves with opening the field for 
*^ a more ample examination/* 

ALtHOtJGH there were, before the rcigh of Petet 
thfe Great, companies of merchaiîts, that enjoyed cer- 
tain privileges, by ineans of which they wef e above 
the order of peâfants, thefe privileges were precari- 
bùs, and confined either by the immenfe monopolies 
fexercifod by the crown, or by the means, which the 

Voj-i P O grandees 
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•grandees found out for oppreffing thefe fodcties of 
merchants a tlioufand ways. But Peter, whom no- 
thing efcaped, having obferved on his travels, the 
utility, nay, necciSty of a third eftate in his empire?, 
to make commerce flourifli, with this view, publiflt- 
cd feveral regulations, which, however excellent, 
did not anfwer the end the legHlator had propofed, 
tecaufe they were not fuited to the nature of pro- 
perty, fuch as it is in Ruffia- One of the moft ufefiïl 
£)f thefe regulations was that, by which the prince 
granted to fome free cities certain privileges, which 
Elizabeth afterwards augmented ; but they were 
confined to the cities of St Peterfburgy Mofcow, 
Aftracan, Twer, and fome large provincial towns. 
In the reft, the inhabitants, the merchants not even 
excepted, remained in certain cafes on the fame 
level with the peafants. They were fubjecled, for 
inftance, to the two principal kinds of dependence, 
which are the indelible marks of fervitude, viz, ca- 
pitation, and ballot for going into the fervice of the 
army or navy. Catharine II. who underftood ho\^ 
, important it was for the ^profperity of her empire, 
thtit commerce £hould flourifli, not only exempted 
the merchants from the two odious fervitudes juft 
mentioned, but alfo enlarged the number and im- 
munities of free towns. She allowed many pea- 
fants on crown lands, and every freeman, to enrol 
himfelf on certain conditions, in the clafs of mer- 

• chants 
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chiiKi.ts aa4 burgefles. Thefe were fubdivided into: 
three claijes. This firft comprehends , thole, who 
have a capital of abojut fixty thoufend livres ; thé fé- 
cond thpfe, who have one of fifty thoufand ; and 
the third comprehends thpfe, who have the fmaïleft: 
çapitalsi 

By the third article of the. declaration. of favour, 
which this princefs caufbd be publiflied at the peace 
1 775,^ it is faid that all, who may wifli.to enter into 
any of thefe claffes, fliall be exempted from capita^ 
tion, on condition of paying to . the crown a peh 
centage of the capital they employ in trade* The 
iTierichaat is not rigoroufly ordered, to declare the 
fum he is fqppofed to poffefs. Thus he, who has 
more than fifty thoufand livres, may enrol.himfelf 
in an inferior clafs. He may even enrol himfelf a 
fimple burgefs, if he choofe ratheif to pay only the 
capitation of a per. centage of his capital, and theit 
he enjoys only the privileges of tl^is incorporation, ; 

This change in the manner of making merchants 
contribute, poffeffes great advantages for the princo 
^nd the contributers. The firft, becaufc he coUeds 
without expence, and the fécond, becaufe they pay 
cafily a per* centage of their capitals, that exempt^ 
them from capitation, and qualifies them fo^ being 
admitted to new privileges. • It is befides, a tax equi- 
table in itfelf, fince the merchant pays only in pror 
portion to what he pollefles; it grows with his pro- 

O z fit3 
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fits afid diminiflies in the fame proportion. W^^^ 
regard to the intcrcft of the ftate, it is a pafterly 
ftroke of pplicy and prudence, in as far as it excites 
the induftry and emulation of the merchant, and 
gives him fecurity againft the fear of arbitrary im- 
portions, by engaging the good faith of government 
to proted his property. 

The fimple burgcffes form the fécond chfs of thi$ 
prden This name is given to alj the inhabitjmtc of 
freetpwnè, whatever be their profeffion, who de- 
clare themfelves worth a capital below three thou^ 
iand iivres,f or who poffeffing this fum, wifh npt 
to have a more honourable enrolment. They enjoy 
feveral privileges, which peafaiits have not, but 
they are below the; merchant», becaufe they pay a 
capitation, and may be enrolled for the army ox navy. 

Below thefa laft mentioned are the other frf€i 
Jabjeâs of the empire, fuch as the flaves free(| 
by their niafters; thofe who have obtained their 
liberty from the army or navy ; the members 
of the academy of arts and other like eftablifliments ; 
the orphans of the foundljnghpfpital, and in ttiort 
tbd children of all freemen. All thefe perfons have 
permillion to fettle in any part of the empire, there 
carry on trade or commerce, enter among the bur- 
gefles of free towns, and if they have a fuifident 
capital, theyare adniitted into the order of merchants» 
"' ' ' ^ ■ ■" ^ Bx 

; . s 

• £xi5^ Sterling. 
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BT'afl thefe wîfe'Tègtïlatîofls, wMch are accardi 
ÎDg to nature and the la^ys of Humanity, the pum?' 
bcr jof free peopk 'yjriU gradually increafe, and in 
time form « confideraWe ordcf , efpecially when it 
Ihall îicquîre the right of poflfeffing lands ; a right,' 
which cannot be refufed to any in(:Jividiial iji any 
jcouptry whatever, without the ci*ime of the inott 
odious tyranny, for nothing attaches a man to hiç 
. country, and verifies hh ftate of liberty, like terri- 
torial poffeffion. 

SmcE we have employed fome time on the Rup 
fian merchants, \ we fliall make to pur readers t 
fingular obfervation fefpecling them^ namely ; that 
the greateft number of them feldom keep account 
books, and very few of them can rea4 or write. Tot 
counting, they ufe a machine with fcveral rows of 
wire, on which are ranged fome glafs beads. Thofe 
of the firfl: row mark units, thofe of the fécond 
tens, thofe of the third, hundreds and fo on. By 
help of this machine they work multiplicatiori,^fub- 
traâion and divifiott with great exaftnefs. In the 
fmall number, of exceptions we may diftinguifli the 
inhabitants of Archangel, who join uncommon in* 
tclligence to the greateft honour. There are few of 
them who do not underftand arithmetic thorough* 
ly. At St Peterfburg alfo the Englilh fadory em- 
^ys ^, gre^t nujnbcf tq ipanage \^ç ipagazînes. 
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who have the charaâer of clerks as faithful as in- 
dufbrious. 

The fourth order of the ftate in Ruffis^ compre- 
hends the peafantç, who notwithftanding the cries 
of nature, are all bondmen, or flaves, in all the ex- 
te^t of the term. Thofe of Finland, Carelia and 
Ukraine muft however be excepted, and thofe alfo 
called Qdnodwortzi^ peafants who have no property 
but. ^ fingle houfe, and form a fort of intermediary 
clafs between the nobles and flaves.. They are in^ 
dependent of the nobility, and nobody is dependent 
on them, but many of them, by borrowing the 
name of fome Noble, have gradually purchafed fonac 
peafants, and they are, it is faid, the worft matters 
in Ruflla* Under the reign of Anne, the greateft 
part of thcfe Odnodwortzi were tranfported to the 
frontiers of Ukraine, to form a national militia in 
defence of this part of the empire. They were for- 
med into fi battalion, and each battalion had its^a* 
^bode^ or village, in which a houfe or cottage was 
aflîimed tp each of the Odnodwortzi fent thithe^:. 
Between two ftabodes there is always a fortrels. 
Some of the Odnodwortzi fettled on the banks of the 
Occa, in the government of Mofcow, but more of 
them in thegoverumentsof BielgorodandWoronetz, 

The other peafants may be divided into peafants 
belonging to the crown, 2^pd thofe belonging to iUf^ 
dividuals. Thofe belonging to the crown dwell on 

the 
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the Emprefs domains, and form about a fixth part 
of the Ruffian peafants, inclufive of thofe on the 
church lands, who did not obtairi their freedom, 
when thefe lands were transferred to the crown. 
The peafants on the crown lands are immediately 
tinder the jurrifdiclion of the Imperial officers or 
baillies. Although thefe officers may make them 
fuflfer many hardfliips, by abufing their power, the 
peafants are notwithftanding more fecure, where 
they are appointed, than thofe belonging to private 
perfons ) as they are under the proteftion of the fo- 
vereign. They may hope to obtain the royal in- 
terpofition more eafily, when they are violently 
oppreffçd. In feveral diftrifts they have been freed, 
and permitted to eiiter the clafs of burgeffes or mer- 
chants. All the peafants will gradually obtain the 
greateft privileges, hot only becaufe the fpirit of 
humanity and found policy is making progrefs in 
thefe regions, but likewife becaufe the Emprels fe* 
riqufly applies herifelf to realize the generous fyftem 
of diffufing more liberty and equality among .the 
fubjeds of this vaft empire. 

The moft unfortunate of the peafants are thofe, 
who belong to individuals, and are their pro- 
perty like their plow or their flocks ;. and the va- 
lue of an eftate in Ruffia is rated, not by the num- 
ber of acres, but of the peafants it contains. In 
Eftonia and Livonia they reckon by Hackens^ which 

fignifies 
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fîgnîfîés fcveii men, arid an cÛate bf twenty hackeris; 
, is a poffeffion, whereon there are a hundred and f(*- 
ty men, heads of families of batchelors. 

The baroh may denrtand from his unhappy pca- 
fants whatever fuiti he plcafes, and employ them as 
fbems to him moft proper, without being controlled 
by afay law in this refpeât. He is abfolute mafter 
of their time and their work. He employs them 
in agriculture, or as his houlhold fervants, but pays 
them no wages. From fome he elafts an annual tax^ 
which is impofed on the poof flave at the will of 
the arbitrary mafter. This prafticc of forcing thé 
jpeafants to pay an annual fum iii fihreri without ha- 
ving always the means of procuring it, drives theni 
often to defpiàir or crimes ; and théfé excefies are 
not furprifing ; it is only their patience in fupport^ 
ing the yoke bf their mafters that is inconceivable \ 

As thefe urihappy people cannot bring afl aftioti 
àgairift their lords, it often happens that peafant^, 
who have amaffed à confiderable furii, cannot pUf- 
thafe their liberty at any price, becaufe fo long as 
they continué flaves, they are liable to be Oript by 
their greedy mafters; Several Ruffian lords fend 
their liàves to Mofcow, of to St I'etcrfburg to leàhî 
trades there. They afterwards employ them dn 
their eftates, hire them out, fell them with pf t)fit, cir 
tnike them pay an yearly fum for the pernriffion of 
Working on their own acoouuti ' When the landlords 

come 
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èdiiié to the refalutioa df felling them, they «pofé 
them in the public market place, with thctr wivei 
and children, and each of them has on his forehead 
a ticket telling his price and his (kill. 

With regard to the authority that belongs to 
the lord over the peafants ; according to the old 
laws, he could try them by his own oflicers, and 
feven punifh them without bringing them to triah 
Except theKnout, he could at his pleafure make thi;m . 
be beaten with rods, Ihut them Up in cells, fend 
ihem to a correftibn-hoUfc, baniih them into Sibe^^ 
ria; in à word,, condemn them for every faulty 
which did not amount to a public crime. Indeed 
be had no power over their lives, for if a ûzvt 
had been beaten by his mailer's ordér^ dnd <licd 
within three day^, the maftet was profecuted as 
guilt ji^df murder, unlefs he could plead other caU* 
fcs of the death of ais flave. But this "9^» only iU 
Ittfory jnftice, fot- a man may unqueftioritfbly be 
ckaftifed in 1 terrible manner, without dying in 
three days ; and fuppofe a flave chaftifed to death, 
who would have dared to avenge the innocent vic- 
tim, by bringing the murderer to juftice, if he was 
powerful enough to difregard or elude it ? By the 
new code this enormous power his been reftriclîd 
according to the principles of humanity ; and the 
jnght of punifliing has been lodg-ed with the people 
only to whona it belongs, that is, with magiftrates, 
. Vol. L P Yet 
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Yet tliere ftill eitJft many abu&s, but thefe wHL.nf 
time yidd to the îaflùeiacc of. the inôitwtions.trf Pe-» 
ter aad his fucceffor». 

ÏHB flaves» who labour for the&r maffiers, are re* 
warded by a piece of ground, from which they 
draw the produce, and the moft necelfery articles 
of life, a fixi^all number of which falls to the £hare oS 
this» unfortunate clafe. In order to drive from their 
mkids their unhappy fituatlon, the Ruffian peafaats 
i^nd the little fums they have earned,, on clothct 
and fpilritpus liqubr». On the other hand, thofe^ 
^to fave what they niay have gained by kbour of 
comm^ce, conceal asearefuHy as poffible, what they 
have acquired ; becauie, as we haTe jufi faid, theiif 
greedy matters wotrid tear from them their little 
iikpd:, if (hey knew of it. The wretched people o£< 
tc«i bury their moneys and die with the fecret^» 
This cufiom of hiding their money, is one of the 
çaufts. of the fcarcity of ijpede in Ruflia, fpr it i» 
principaUy m filver that the peafants realize tbeir 
favings. This^ practice, or rather^ this dirc<-neceffij 
tyi prevails rn all the eaftern countries, where pro* 
perty is* not fccured; where the people are fitcb 
flaves, that the fear of exaclion» allows them not- cor 
enjoy the wealth they have acquired* In fpite of 
the little enjoy nvent the Ruffians receive from theirs^ 
they are neverthelefe fet on gain, and there are na 
merchants that a(k fo miKh for their goods, and are 

fatibfied 
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£ttisfied with fo little; a cerbin proôf o^cdtuimiai 
of>preffion. » j v — 

This privation of the convcniencies ofiifleiis nùt 
9^hat makes the Ruffian peàfants to' be pititd. 
Cufiom eafily confoles them. . But it is the depen*» 
(hnce in which they live^ that exckes» <jQ»p«ffioo irt 
their favour. Their wants have a tendency to-make 
them hardy, patient, and eafily iatisfied } but this 
ftate of flavery, which they live in^'^riakes th^m 
humble, cringing, obftinate, negligent, and in f otne 
degree unfeeling. : , . 

A PEASANT miy obtain his Kbcrty, Fir{b,'Byth« 
freedom frequently granted at the death o£ a inafta 
to thofe, who have been his firft fervants. i > 

Secondly, By purchafing his liberty. . ^ 
: Thirdly, By ferving in the army oj: navy 5 for .a 
peafant is free frpm the moment he is enroUed, ^nd 
continues to be fo, after he has obtained his dif- 
charge. On every occafion the Emprefs, who fees^ 
tS0t witliout forrow, the painful exiftence of this pre- 
cious branch of the human fpecies, has facilitated 
the means of obtaining liberty, by ceding to the 
peaiknts many crown rights, which in fome refpecl^ 
^rendered this acquifition difficult. 

Although the Czarina cannot afFeâ the proper- 
ty of the nobles, by conferring on the peafants any 
important privileges, that would attack thofe of their 
giafters, yet flic has not neglefted their interefts, 

P2 Shç 
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She has lightened their chains, and foftened thdf 
lot, by different laws made in their favour. Sl^e 
ha» bèfides permitted them to fettle in any part of 
ber ftates, and to enter or enrol themfdyes among 
the j&irgeffes and Merchants according to their re» 
fpfeâive funds. She has given to their libçrty great* 
(Br jftability , and to their induftry pqwerfyl encou- 
rageqienti In certain diftrids ibe ha$ abolifixcd the 
€>ppreffive laws, prohibiting peafants to marry* with? 
out the. cpofent of the governor of the province, 
or magiftrate of the city, to whom the hufbànd^ 
were obliged to carry prefents. By fiippreffing this 
tax, that was an putrage to the moft facred rights 
of humanity, the Emprds has wifely removed al| 
^he obftacles to a numerous population, and rcnderr 
cd the marrîagçs of peafants leis difficult and mQrç 
^çqijent» 
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C H A P. X- 

^UMiKisTMATioi^i civH and poUficaL — The drre^inj^ 

fenate.t^Cvlliges ordepaftments which depend on them. 

. '^TribunaU.'^Wbù preftde there. — Adv^tates.^A'- *. 

bufes in. JudUi^ proceedings.'-^The eode pf 6afha^ 

rine IL-^Penal laivs.-r^PmiJbment of tbf Kn&Ut^^ 

• Defcripiion of the injirument ufed in this punifhmeniy 

f^Tbe fiattoges, another fort of puniJhment.^-'Abo^ 

(ition of torture.^-^Managemeût efprifons. 

1 HE Empire of Ru;ffia is politically divided into 
lofty four miliftâry governtrients^ entnifted to ge- 
neral officers imvefted with the higheft authority^ 
who very pften fife fuperior to the civil adminiftra- 
tionS) and put their own will or that of the prince,^ 
in room of the kw ; and this id fpite of the codes 
of Peter I. and Catharine II. fo much extolled; be- 
cxxxte cades of laws are illufory, where defpotifm 
reigna. 

. The admimftration of the empire is entrufted to 
the Direâiing Senate^ and to the principal departs 
meixts, l:nown tinder the name of Colleges. The fe- 
siate is of new infiitution, and has fucceeded in the 
room of the courts of chancery, eilabliihed by Pe-' 
ter I. This tribunal, under whofe jurifdiaion aU 
the reft are^ joins to the cogniaiance of t^ûtf thing, 

the 



f ï8 TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 

the direâion of the offices of war, admiralty and 
domains. For this purpofib it is divided into fix 
departments, compofed each of one or more fenators» 
who prefide each in their turn; of four privy conlb^ 
£dlors, and a principal attorney. Under each of 
th^ departments, there is put, for the exécution 
of the laws, one of the colleges juft ntentioned,' un- 
der the d^omination of College for foreign. afiairs^ 
^l^e of war. College of the admiralty. College of 
jttftice, and College of ccuomerce. There b aMe a 
College of medicine ; ati inftitution, which would 
be the moft falut^y in a country, where pharmacy 
is yet in \t& infancy ; where a Routine exifis, which 
has produced no information about the quality aad 
guantity pf drugs. The College of medicine is par^ 
ticularly charged with furnifliing the Imperial labo* 
ratori^es, which again furnifh the private hborato^ 
ries, pT are the only fhops of the kind ift moft of 
the towns of the fecond rank. The dhreâioa of this 
çqUçge is Peruyian bark .for him,, who is provided 
with it, in fpite of the reftraints, which Peter L and^ 
his futiti^iTors )iave laiâ on.theabufes, which thisiii- 
rcâiou may produce. / - 

:Th^ Collegt of juftice is^ divided into &veral chamii 
bete for the trial of criminal or civil caies, and ac& 
coodvag: to fhfe. privileges of ibme provinces, they 
have pl:e&r.vtd; a. particular jùriidiâion, fuch asihat 
jC^ L}y(mi^. £ftpnia, açd Finland. The firft of 
. i thefc 
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t\\è£ê dtambûrs fi» at St Petciiburg, and the fécond 
mt Koftroma. There is one for criniinal trials aC 
Citkurinoflaw^ another at Ri^^ a thkd at Kiow^ 
ftAd'a fourth at Tobolik. 

. If. 2BÛJ ate .fupjpofedy agreeably to the fine phra^ 
ftt of the hiftorians, who have fpoken of ;tke Kv£- 
fian Code, that profound lawyers prefide over each of 
ihefe tribunals^ he would be in a very great miftaktC 
The Ruffian courts of juftice arealmoft as badly firam^ 
ed, as they were at the time, when the nation was ftiM 
funk in the darkne& of ignorance, when the fdence 
of the priefis turned only on fome Latin words, and 
a monotonous routine of p£4mody. Peter L tAade 
feme merkorion» efforts to bring his fubjeâs to the 
ftudy of the hwB, diftingidflnng by every fort of 
preference thofe, who appeared to app4y to it ;' e& 
pecial}y by 9 regulation enjoining the heads of Di- 
cajieres^ or Chanceries to provide with a judicatori- 
al appointment, and all the rights o^ a noble, the 
perfon who could prove a certain time of ftudy. 
But after the death of the legiflator, this very re-* 
gulation wais an inexhauftible fource of abufe^. Fa^ 
•^our learned the way of proving fludics that had 
never been profecuted, and fet itfelf in the room of 
merit. There is another abufc more inconceivable 
itin, which exifis only in Rui&a, that of putting at 
the head of tribunals, generals and officers, who re.^ 
ceîve as a retreat, the office of interpreting law^, 

which 
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>bich tbcy neither underdid nor are cxtcM t6 
.tinderfiand. :. 

, Tun. advocates $Te not better iaforihiid thsia the 
judges } they equal them in greed and e^ioeed ibom 
in efirdAtery^ A pea&At or a û^v^i^t^hom att ill 
formed perfon would feem to difqnalify for drat0- 
rial labours, gets by heart à part of the . code aocl 
laws, and becomes an advocate. . Ojié at St Petert 
burg ws^ pointed out td us, who having ruined his 
.affiiirs by ignorance of trade, had taken, to the pfo- 
feflion df an advocate as a lafi Oûk^ and had; madei 
in it a brilliant fortune. 

After what has juft beeti read, jqdge of thé 
ftate of the jurifprudtlnce in a cdnntry, wheœ itis 
liecefiary to have handled the fword, and grown 
old under military armour, before yofU can é|)iffe 
at the delicate function of pronouncing, on the for- 
tune and life of a citizen ; where birth, and intrigue 
fiill worfe, by a tboufand low means, are in this 
line rivals to military met'it ; where the places of 
fecretaries, advocates and other fubalterns, are. the 
prey of the refufe of the nation ; in (hart, where 
thé praftice of giving a diflionefi: interpretation of 
thç law, is the furçft way of making a fortune. 

There is not perhaps a country in Europe, where 
litigation blots more paper than in Ruifia. In bu* 
finefs even the moft fummary there are papers, of 
which you can hardly imagine the fise. All the 

Dicajieres 
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i)icajieres or courts of juftice are full of writers^ 
who in fpite of their great number find means of 
fubfiftente. Thfey are the moft infolcnt and itooft 
unmannerly fét in all St Peterfburg; What aug- 
ments the expences of diligence and the vexation 
df counfellors, is, that all li written on ftamped pa- 
per, which varies or rifes In proportion to the aç* 
tions. 

NoTWiTHSTANOmo tWs long ferics of incOnve- 
niencies, which ptoceeds more from man in gene- 
ral, when abandoned to the corruption of cities, 
than from a fingle nation, becaufe litigation and the 
^wrmin, that live by it, every where pollute the 
temple df Themis, we fliall now fee, by what Ca- 
diarine has done to extirpate them^ how far thé 
Ruffian nation was from this {late of civilization, ill 
which it was fuppofed, when this princefs fucceed- 
cd to the empire* Before her time the confufion <flF 
laws was added to the abufe of litigation ; the tri*, 
bunals having no rules and ftatUteS, btit thofe of - 
Alexia Michaelowitfch, which w^re utterly devoid 
of order and precifion j and the Ukafes or imperial 
decrees, made by Peter L and his fuccelTors, which 
were too numetous, and often contradictory on very 
important points. ^' 

Then the vaft empire of the Ruffias, was divid- 
cd into a fmall number of governments very ex- 
tenfive, and fubdivided into provinces, and every 

Vol. I. C^ province 
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.pro>^incé into circles and diftrîâà. There was m- 
governor for tke general government; a Woyvodef 
îrnd his ciEcers for each province, which formed^ 
.what was called a chancery ; and a Woyvodc or ia- 
fer*ior JMdge for every diftricl; 

From this diftribtition arofe abufes without nuni- 
Jber, and the greateft was the enormous authority 
ef the inferior judges, who, as we have feen above,' 
*rcre people generally* of low ^xtraftion, without^ 
any knowledge of the hws^ and yet could not only 
f unifli fmsJi offeeces, but condemn to the knout,- 
and baniflimeht into Siberia. It often happened' 
that perfons fufpeft^ of fome crime, continued .ÎI^ 
^rifon feveral years without being tried j that they 
w'ere put to the rack for want of fufficicnt evidence,^ 
apd this even more than once- Another abufe.as' 
great was this ; the inferior judge often employed the' 
fwrord of juftice, for little perfonal aâs of vengeance,* 
and then this fword was in his hand, no more thaiv 
the fword of an aflaffin. 

Several Emperors fince the reign of Alexis, an<^ 
in particular, Peter I. and the Emprefs Eiizabeth,;^ 
had formed a plan of reforming the laws of the em- 
pire, but it had always remained without execution»' 
This undertaking as ^reat as difficult, was finally 
yeferved for Catharine II. who rn the year 1767, call* 
c-d to Mofcow, deputies from all parts of the em- 
pire, named çomqiiffioners to draw up new regula- 
tions^ 
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{d<»ns, and delivered. to them the înftructîon» flic 
had drawn up, or caufed be drawn up ; all didated 
by the true fpirit, that ought to animate a wife 
iegiflator. 

Conformably to thefc inftruâions, the firft part 
of the new code appeared in the year 1775, and the 
iecond in 1780; It was received, applauded and 
followicd in the new governments eftablifhed by the 
divifion, which the new conftitutioit ordered. But 
tiiofe attached to the old, conformed to it, only 
flowly and with murmurs, becaufe the ignorant look 
on the moft fenfible improvement, as a pernicious 
innovation, and the man of bad principles, living 
Jby the abufes, which reformation deftroys, puts hinot- 
^elf on a level with the ignorant, and exclaims loud- 
ler againft it . 

By the new conftitution, the empire at firft dl- 
vided by Peter L into ijine extenfive goveAiments, 
was fubdivided firft into thirty two, and afterwards 
into forty four, on account of the new provinces 
added to the empire. Each of thefe governments, 
at thiis day, contains from three to four hundred 
thoufand fouls* An ofiicer named Nameftnick, or 
Governor, is appointed to the adminiftration of one, ' 
and fometimes fevéral governments, and fias under 
biin, a Vice-governor, a council and court of juf^ 
tice, both civil and criminal, of which the court 
pipits fome members, and the reft are eleded by 

Qj the 
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the nobility. Thus, by this inftitution, Catharine 
has in fome refpefts fet bounds to her abfolute au- 
thority, by diroinifhiiig the power qf the tribunals, 
which depended folely on the crown ; by transfec^ 
ring a part of it to the nobility, and giving to this 
order feveral pi^iyileges, relative to the adminiftra- 
tion of jufticç. Likewife by cftabliihing, in each "go- 
vernment, fuperior tribunes to decide definitively, 
Ihe has prevented the frequent appeals, which wcrei 
inade to the Imperial colleges of St P^teriburg anc( 
Mofcow, as well ^s the çoniiderable expences and 
delays, which were the co^ifequences of them. By 
forniing diftinâ departments for the finances, for 
the police and the different branches of adminiftra- 
tion, fhe has obviated the colliiion of jurifdictions, 
and the tribunals no more interfere with one 
another» by meeting in, the fame pUce. She haa 
alfo faciKtated the expedition of bufinefs, and of 
the adrainiftration of jiiftice. She has augmented 
the ûlary of judges, which was foriperly tpo incon^ 
fiderable, to preferve them frpm the almoft irrefit 
tible temptation of being bribed j a fituation &e re- 
minds them of by the eiçpreflions flae employs Jfi 
the proclamation addyeffed to them. " Formerly 
f your wants might engage you to be too attentive 
t' to your own private intereft, now yoiir country 
?* pays you for your labours, and what formerly 
i\ mgH receive fkmç iotX çf «cufc, at prefent bq- 
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^* comes a crime/^ She has corifiderably iricrcafcd 
the expences of the crown, without raifing the 
taxes, becaufe &e has introduced better order into 
the finances. 

The penal laws, in particular, have attraàed the 
ittentibn of Catharine.' Elizabeth who firft planned 
this important part of legiflation, and the edift, 
which aboliflied the punifliment of death, will make 
her revered for ever by the friends of humanity, 
who fee nothing in the fword of juftice, but the rod 
of an aflFeftionate parent, with regret chaftifing his 
children. 

Before Elizabeth^ rei^n, travellers tell us only of 
frightful puriilhments, whofe feverity chills with 
horror. The Knout, a terrible inftrument, where- 
of all the defcriptions yet given, are falfe and ex-, 
aggerated, was înflîâed for the leaft feults. But all 
was changed by the juft Elizabeth ; and before 
fpeaking of this happy period, we fhall give a de» 
fcrîptîon of the knout, having viewed the inftru- 
ment of this punifliment with our own eyes. 

iTisaftrapof the thickhefs of a crown, three 
quarters of an inch broad, and made extremely hard 
Jby a kind of preparation. It is tied to a very thicl: 
plaited whip, hanging by an iron ferrule, at a little 
bit of elaftic iron, and the whole is fixed to a very 
Ihort ftick. The length of the ftrap is two feet, its 
breadth at the upper part is A inch, at the lower 

end 
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endrV; and the thicknefs A/ The whip is two 
fcct long, the handle fourteen inches, the length 
of the inftrument five feet five inches^ and its weight 
eleven ounces. Some idea may be formed of the 
great force, which a dexterous executioner, (that is 
1 barbarian, paid for being fo) can give to this in- 
ftrument, when it is known, ths^t if he receive parr 
jticular orders, he can difpatch the criminal by gi*" 
ying him only two or three ftrokes on the ribs. 
We were prefent, when a poor wretch underwent 
%hc punifliment of the knout for murder. The exe- 
cutioner (in that country called the Majler) before 
firikuig retired fome fteps, at fame time drawing 
back the hand, in which he Tield the inftrumeiit» 
then he advanced and applied the flat end of the 
ftrap, with great force on the back of the patientât 
Firft he ftruck^on thé right fhoulder, then upon the 
left, till he gave him the three hundred and thirty 
three firokes contained in the fentence. We oWfer^ 
yed, or rather we were made obferve, that he was 
dexterous enough not to give two ftrokes on tha 
fame place. After this terrible execution of his fen- 
tence, the unhappy man, whofe back ftreamed with 
blood, had his noftrils torn off with pincers, his 
face branded with a hot iron, and was led, or ra- 
ther carried back to prifon, whence he was to be 
tranfported to Sibçria, but we fufpeft he did not 
j#rviye his pcrniftinient* 
\ ^ In 
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ïi(i Ruffi», thé Bimges i$ alfo inftiacd. It îs a 
Icxnd of whipping performed with the branch of a 
<rce/ of the thicfcnefs of the little finger. The per^ 
iba, whais to undergo this punifliment is l»d on 
&is belly, and two niçn who hold him between their 
legs, one at the head, and another at the feet, give 
bim alternately a ftrokc on the back with the Bat* 
icfges and beat him till he, who direfts the pùnilh- 
2nent, defire them to give over ; which ordersr iatcf 
often not given:, tjU the back of the unfortunatp 
^ufferef \& mortsdly mangled. During the whip^ 
ping, he is obliged to ptonouncc conftantly thfe word 
Winawaty which means, I am guilty ; and at the end 
of the puniihment, he muft go and kifs the feet of 
him, who direfted it, and thank him, that he did 
iiot make it more fevere. The higheft lords are' 
hot exempted from the Battogcs^ and take vengeance 
for it on their unhappy vaifals. This punifliment 
» particularly referved for the inferior orders, whonv 
malverfation or roguery, would any where elfe drive 
from their employments. In Ruffia it is reckoned 
enough to bring them down to an inferior employ-* 
ment, after the correftion of the Battoges. 

The penal laws of Ruffia were long a compofitiort 
of atrocities, efpecially urfder Iwan Bafilowitfch,^ 
the moft ingenious tormentor that ever fat on the 
Ruffian throne. The empaling, which he had 
brought into prai^ice^ excfted till Peter's time j and 
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lords 6f tfie firft diftipftibn underwent this MgiU 
fol punîihment. We are told, but we can hardtf 
believe it, that thejTe poor men, in midft of thtit 
torments^ far from murmuring agaiilft thé Czar^ 
put up prayers for the profperity of his reign. 

Now a days thefe l^orrors have no exiftence,. and 
the penal code k reduced, for perfons guilty of High 
Trcafon, to beheading and perpetual imprifonment. 
Criminalis!) who by the law were formerly condemn- 
^d to capital pUiliflmlent^ have now their nofes 
torn off with pinfcers, their faces marked with a hoi 
iron, bearing the impreffion of the fpread eagle of the 
empire, and receive the knout, as has been already 
laidj and are fent afterwards to work all their lives 
in the minés of Siberia. This fort of punifliment is 
unqueftionably more cruel than the punifliment of 
death, and yet has not the fame efficacy ; becaufe 
tlie individual culprit fees not his laft diflblution. 

Peblsoks convicted of leffer crimes, are either 
whipped, ot transported into the colonies of Sibe^ 
ria, or fentenced to the public works for a certain 
time. Peafiints, whom their lords can banifli at 
pleafure, are fent to the colonies of Siberia, by fim^ 
ply declaring the naturç of their offence.. 
. All the criminals tranfported thither, are fent 
to the place of their exile in Autumn or Spring. 
They ^re carried partly by water, and partly march- 
ed over land, chained two and two, and bound to 

a long 
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& long rope*; When this chain arrive^ at T^obollk in 
Siberia^ the governor diftributes thofp, whp have 
l^rned trades, among the different mailers of the 
Xxxmus and fends others to. work like flaves in the 
country. - The reft are conducted as far as ïrkutfi^ 
ixià the governor difpofes of them in the fame way. 
Thofe condemned for capital crimes are fent to the 
filver mines and founderies of Nerfchinck. 

Notwithstanding theclemency fo much ex- 
tolled in th^ Emprefs Elizabeth^ fhe had preferved 
juft as ihe had found, the barbarous practice of ex- 
torting confeiEons from perfons accufed of treafon. 
It was terrible* It was a kind oi EJirapada* Their 
hands were tied behind tl>eir hack, they were lifted 
very high in this pofture, afterwards they were 
^dafhed on the ground with fuch violence, that the 
cpncuflion diflocated their ;£houlders, and in this 
horrible fituation they received the knout. Eliza» 
beth, the compaffionate Elizabeth, without referye, 
and for her little vengeancies, employed this terri- 
ble inftrument of barbarity and defpotifm. During 
all her reign it was cuftomary to employ it at the 
pleafure of the inferior judges. It was only at the 
time that Catharine II. mounted the throne, that 
this torture, and every kind of torture, was pro- 
fcribed in the tribunals. 

Although the fovereigns of Ruffia are abfolute 
in the moft extenfive icnic of the word, yet the ge- 
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neral prejudice of the nation, in favour of torttrrrfy 
was fo deeply rooted, that the Emprcfe, who w^ 
knew, what indulgence rs fbaietimes to be given t<y 
the moft unreafonable prejudices, wifely obfervéd 
the greateft circumfpèôion, in order ttr avoid the 
grumbling, which the fudden and unexpected fup- 
prcffion of this inhuman praftice had excited. The 
precaution fhc took for the purpofe of gradually 
bringing about the fuppreflion, does no lefs honour 
to her prudence, than to the goodnefe of her heart. 
In the year 1 762, at her acceflion to thfe throne, fire 
firft took from the Woyvodes^ or inferior judges, the: 
right of ordering torture, which they had fliame- 
fiiUy abufcd. In 1767, a fecret order was given to» 
the judges of diflferent provinces, bearing, that how- 
ever they might think torture ncccflary to obtaiir 
the confeflibn of the accufed, they ought to fubmit 
the principal charges brought againft him to the ex- 
amination of the governor of the province; and 
thefe governors had received inftrudions, by whicK 
they were to determine the cafes, where torture 
might be neceffary, but thefe cafes could have no 
cxiftence ; for the judges were ordered to take, as 
a rule of their condud, the principles laid down in 
the third queftiori of the tenth chapter of her maje- 
fty's inftruftions, for forming a new code. In thefe 
articles it is depionftrated, that torture is not lefi 
ufelcfs than cruel, for accomplifliing the purpofe the 

' judges 
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i«dg5es hsive in view, which is the confeffion of the 
crimes of the perfon fub^eâred ta this pain^ for 
when the t(H*ture is over, he may: reCraâ, and inva- 
lidate or render null the confeffion extorted from 
faim. By this precaution, why:h abridged many 
forms, torture was tacitly abolifhed, and was really 
fo fome time after, formally and publicly. This 
fuppreifion may doubtlefs be reckoned a period me- 
morable in the annals of humanity, and along with 
it, may be placed the inftru6tions, which all the go- 
vernors of the Ruffian empire received,^ refpecling 
the management of prifons. Firft, They were not 
t<^ be the fame for perfons charged with civil, and 
perfons charged with criminal ofiences. Secondly, 
The prifon for criminals was to be divided into 
three parts; the firft for criminals before and during 
their trials, where they were to be treated with the 
attention due to innocent perfons; becaufe thoic 
charged with crimes ought to be diftinguiflied from 
Chofe condemned for , crimes, and the iffiie might • 
prove them innocent. The fécond was for thofe 
who were to remain a certain time in prifbn ; the 
third divifîon for fuch as were condemned to per- 
petual imprifonment and the public works. With- 
out ceafing to be humane, the keepers were to be 
ftrift with the unfortunate perfons, whom the fé- 
cond and third prifon contained* Every apartment 
wa< to be fubdivided into two ; one for men, and 
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the other for women. Thirdly, There was to *bc In 
every prifon an infirntary for the fick, who wera 
ordered to be treated as in other hofpitals, and ne- 
ver put again in irons, till after entire convalefcence. 
Fourthly, The prift^ns were ordered to be built 
without the cities, in an airy" place, and near water. 



CHAP. XÎ. 

Religious tolerance of the Rujfian government. -^PreT 

'vailing religion of the country, — Superjiitious praâli" 

ces. — Benediâlion of waters. — Ahflinences and Lents. 

f— Ceremonies of Afl^'Wednef day. — Eafier. — Pcntecofi.^ 

-r^Manner of celebrati?ig divine fervice. — Singing.^-^ 

Communion. — Church difcipHne, — Anecdote on this 

fubjeêl. — The Patriarch of RuJJta,— Other fingidar 

forms of fuperJlition.-^Veneration for the ringing of 

Hells. — For Bogs. — What a Bog is. — For the number 

forty. — Rolkolniki- a fort of heretic^. — Punijhment 

of one of them.—ReJhsi^ions on thisfubjeâl. 

ÏT is fomething very un common, and almoft like ^ 
phenomenon in a defpotic government, that the 
fpirit of toleration-fliould artftnate that of Ruffia, in 
fpite of tïié rufticlty and ignorance of its prelates 
8tnd popes, w'^o have moved heaven and eitrth to 
jlop the propagation of it; but in vain, becaufe they. 

havç 
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teive n(^ixffiurâce biit over the low people, who in 
Ruilia aFfe reckoned as nothing. Not only the conr 
q^ered provinces have been fupported in their reli- 
gi(Mi, aftd have obttu^ned miniftcrs and churches of 
their communion or faith, but the Lutherans j Cal- 
vinifts, Moravians, Mahometans, Pàçans, &g. have, 
afpired at offices, and all civil and military dignities^ 
when they have really been, or only fujJpofed, wor- 
thy of them. * 

Into the provinces of Eftonia, Livonia, and Fin- 
land efpecially, the intolerant fliould go to receive 
leffons of moderation and toleration. They will 
there fee frequently and almoft every where, mar- 
riages céntràâed between Lutherans, Greeks, Ro,^ 
mans, and Calvinifts, without any of the two par- 
ties wifhihg to draw the other from their feâ!. The 
education of ctiildrcn, a matter of fuch general dc* 
licacy, where a diverfity!of religious opinions pre- 
vails, caufes in that country lio difputc. The daugh- 
ters follow thie communion of the mother and the 
fons that of their father. Nothing is more common 
than the union of Lutheran minifters with the 
daughters of Calvinifts ;- and this becaufe the Calvi- 
nifts having no churches, but at Riga and St Peterf- 
burg, without fcruple frequent thofe of the Luthe- 
rans. The fame harmony reigns between all the 
ieôs. and Moravian brethren, more vulgarly known 
under âieïfàme of! Quakers. ■ In Ihortj dogmas anS 
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diicipline never ocqifion difputes among to manf 
communions, confounded with one another. Whea 
any perfon is at a diftance from his church, he ap- 
plies, for preffing reafons, to the firft minifter of any 
worfhip whatever, and he aiÇfts the petitioner with- 
out any dogmatic reftrii^ion or (Conditions. 

Yet there is in Ruflia, to the difgrace of rca^ 
fon, what is yet caUçd a predominant or ejiablijb^ 
ed religion^ which, as obferved by Jeanjacqueiy i% 
always the religion of the prince and the hangman. — 
The religious fyftem adopted by the Czar, and thofe 
properly called Ruffians, is that, which theologian» 
call the Greek religion^ which differs in fome dogma* 
tical points from the Latin. We fliall iave ouf 
readers the trouble of a particular account of 
thefe differences, all of them trifling, but ef* 
pecially thofe which regard the Froceffian of the 
fioly Chq/ij and the quality of bread ufed in facri- 
ficcs. We will content ourfelves with remarking 
that the Greeks deny the fupremacy of the bifhop 
of Ronie, and condemn the worfhip of carved ima* 
ges. On this account, there are no ftatues to bç 
feen in their temples, but we found there a croud 
of paintings, reprefenting thoufands of faints, to 
5(rhom they pay a worfhip, almoft equal to that due 
to the divinity. 

The Greek church equals the Latin church in ce- 
Ifemqaie&a.and^cefds it in fuperititip^s cuftom^, 

which 
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whfcK is not to fay Kttlc. As thefe puerilities . cha- 
raâerife rhc nations addiâcd to tliem, we wiU run 
over the principal. At the beginning of the year, 
the king's day h a fingular feftival, which the Ruf- 
fians csUl the bcnediftion of waters. On the Neva 
then frozen, there is raifed for this ceremony, a kind 
of temple of an oftagonal figure, on the top of 
which is a St John the Baptift, and the infide is de- 
corated with piAures, reprcfenting the Baptîfm of 
Jcfus, his transfiguration, and fome other parts of 
his life. There your attc;ntion is drawn to an enor* 
tnous Hoiy-Gèo/l, appearing to defcend fromhea» 
Ven, a decoration common to all the Greek churches j 
which introduce the Holy-Ghoft every where. In 
the middle of the fanftuary is a fquare fpace, where 
the broken ice leaves a communication with the wa- 
ters running below, and the reft is ornamented 
with rich tapcftry. Around this temple there is 
crcfted a kind of gallery, which communicates with 
one of the windows of the Imperial Palace, at which 
the Emprefs and her family come out to attend the 
ceremony, which begins as foon as the regiments 
of guards have taken poft on the river. Then the 
archbifhop at the found of the bells, and of the ar- 
tillery of the fortrefs, comes out of the palace and 
walks in proceffion, with all his clergy to the little 
temple we have juft mentioned. When arrived at 

the 
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the i^acc where the ice is hrokjen, he ddGbends; Ijy 
. tneans of. a ladder, to tiie fide of the water. Ther« 
he dips biâi crofs three or four times, afcerfwourds 
, fays fom^ prayers, an orifon to the great St Nicho^ 
las, and the waters are Û^% thought bleffeii The 
prelate fprinkles the water on the company around 
him, and on the colours of all the. regiments,' that 
happen to be at St Peterfburg, Aft^r this benedio 
tion the archbifhop retires, then the people croud 
toward the hole, by which this prelate, ha», bfefied 
the waters. They drink of them with a hply avi- 
dity. Notwithftanding the cold, the mothers plunge 
their infants, and the old men their heads, mto 
them. Every body makes it a duty to carry away 
fome for the puriâcationof their hoùfes, and curing 
certain diflempers, againfl which the good Ruffians 
pretend this^ holy water is a powerful i^ecific. Whila 
every one proceeds to this ufeful provifion, four 
pppes, who are at the four corners of the fanéluary^ 
fing a kind of litany, in which they rehearfe all the 
titles ofvthe Emprefs, and to which the people an- 
fwer by thefe words j Pamela- Bog^^T^là^ God take 
pity on her. 

The Ruffians have a great number of abftinencies 
or fafts, and among the reft, four lents. The firft, 
which is their great lent, commences eight weeks 
before Eafter. The fécond called the lent of St Pe. 

ter 
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ter has five w&ék& and five days. The third is the 
lent of the mother of God, which begins on the 
firft of Augoft, and ends on the day of the afiuttip- 
tibn» The fourth, is fixed for the fifteenth* of No- ' 
member, and ends on chriftmafs day. During the 
lad week of this fourth lent, the tables of rigid ob- 
Icrvers are- covered only with pots of a fmall fize, 
and diihes not of a folid nature, becaufe they fay, 
Jefus, when he came into the world, could not ufe 
large pots, nor digeft too folid meat. In their great 
lent they make ufe of nothing but butter and milk 
during the iaft week, which on that account is call- 
ed Mq/Jenizûy qt butter week. Befides their lents, 
the Wcdnefdays and Fridays of the whole year arc 
fiih-days* 

These good people think the abftinence broken, 
or at leaft very much altered, when a plate of meat 
has touched their lent plates. On Afh-wednefday, 
the popes don't blacken the brows of their congre- 
gations with aflifes, but prefent them difties compo- 
fed of rice, fugar, honey and raifins, which is the 
fymbol of the abftinence to be obferved in great 
lent. The lower clafs of pedple, during this lent, 
life nothing but lintfeed oil, and figh for Eafter day, 
as a thirfty man for a fpring. They go to church 
on Holy Saturday at ten o'clock at night, ftay there 
till twelve, and return home to indemnify them- 
fdves for lent, in a debauch, which commonly lails 

Vot. I- S till 
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till next day at noon. .At the court and among thd 
rich, who ape it, they brcakfaft on Eafter morning 
at ten o'clock, on brandy, chcefe, cake and butter; 
That day, which is ^ great day of drunkcnnefs fen: 
the Ruffians, the Haves prefent eggs to their lords^ 
who can refufe neither them, nor the embrace they 
give them, telling them ^ Chrijl is rifen — The per- 
fon embraced — ^anfwers, Tes^ and accompanies his 
i^nfwer with fome copecs. > 

During the feaft of Pentecoft, the Ruflian peak 
fants plant maize, and ftrew flowers in their church- 
es in honour of the Holy Ghoft, and alfo in honour 
of fpring. After mafs, the prieft preaches a Jcind 
of praftical fermon, in which he mixes the gifts of- ^ 
the Holy Spirit, with thole of Nature, which is go- 
ittg to be renewed ; bleffes the flowers which the 
women and girls gather up, to crown and ornament 

their houfes with them. 

< 

^ On other feftivals, and unfortunately there are 
many in Ruffia, divine fer vice is performed there, 
with much more pomp than in the Latin church* 
We were feveral times witneffes. of this in the. ca- 
thedral of St Petejrlburg, where we faw the arch- 
bifhop of Mpfcow officiate, who bears the name of 
the celebrated P/^/c^, and is almoft as illuilrious as 
he. He is a man of letters, and though brought up 
in a cloifter, has none of its prejudices — We foHowl' 
cd him to the church on the Sunday of Pcntecoflr, 

I where 
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^ere he performed the duties of PontifFin his fineff 
robes. When he appeared in the choir, thofe who 
oWupicd the lobby, thundered a hymn in the Greek 
language, * which ended not till the prelate advan- 
ced towards the fanduary, where he faid a fliort 
prayer, and went afterwards to place himfelf on a' 
kind of throne, erefted in the middle of the church,- 
-where the priefts were waiting for him, to invefk 
him with his pontifical robes. He put ofiF his Man^ 
dîàs^ or ordinary coat, and as they put on him thé 
lârffercnt parts of the drefs he wa^ to be decked with j 
îlfe'kîffed them before they were laid on. They afc 
trérwards put on. his head a> crown enriched with 
jewels, and on his flioulders a cloak or robe not lefs 
rich. We were told that this drefs vs^as the fame 
with tic Imperial robe, which the Greek Emperor^ 
formerly ufed, and in which they allowed the pre^ 
iates to drefs themfelves, when they officiated. 

It was in '^this drefs, that the archbifhop paffed 
into the fanchiary, and began fcrvice, a part of 
which was read by the priefts in the Sclavonian lan- 
guage, and the reft by the archbifhop in the Greek; 
but he pronounced it, as th^ ritual directs, with 
the accent of the modern Greeks, in which there is 
nothing of the profody of the ancients. We heard 
neither organ nor any mufical inftrument, becaufe 

S 2 the 

* The fcrvice is generally; performed in the ScUvoniaa and Greek 
tongue» 
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the Greek- liturgy does not jdlow them j but thf 
th'yoie obferved in fingîng the hymns produced % 
melody, with which the ear wag very well entertani^ 
ed. We noticed that the lumipary was not lei& than 
in the Latin church, and the cenfer was very m^kch 
ufed. When the iervice was near a conclufion, thç 
arçhbilhop and the dergy went ipto the cxtrejpaity 
of the fancluary to communicate, which they dt4 
with the two reprefentations, and the bread •U£tç4 
up. During this ceremony, the doorç of the fançy 
tuary were (hut, that no layman might panicipntCt 
In the mean time, as ftrangers, wc had permiiSon tf 
ftand there. A. protopope prefented to the coiiun^ 
cants ftanding in two rows, a cup, in which wa% 
wine mixed with lukewarm water. Every one 
drunk of it in his turn, the cup paiGng fpcceflîvçly 
from the right row to the left, apd every cominu^ 
nicant was ferved with a bit of bread, in a fpooni 
which had been foaked in wine. 

This ceremony, with the hymns and prayers^ 
which preceded and followed it, lafted a complete 
hour, and ended with a benediction, which the 
archbiflxop gave the people. He then returned to 
put off his pontifical robes, on the iêat, on whic|i 
%c had been dreffed in them. 

The Greek Priefts have much more rcverenc^c and 

meditation in their way of gçïng through divine fcr- 

vice, thâix the Latin priefts j and the difcipline of their 

/ church 



cbwtek <iireâ:«» tb^K trhw once a prtqft Is at the alur^ 
|ic; la^ft. not remove from it» during tbe time liç 
ougliiA to ftand tltfsrie^ whatever may hapj)en I)im» 
For:i»i{aQce we were told, that t^e Prelate Gabriel^ 
^pfe&m metropolitjin of fJovogorpd, and Archir 
mandrite to St Alexander Ne^i]p;;i, being one day 
engaged in faying mafe at St Peterfburg, the honfe . 
conljiguo^s to the cbyrch took fire, and the flamei 
reaching the (leepde^ Oa^riel was warned of the daor 
ger he was in, aftd.yçt he ftirred not*: even althouglji 
bfi was. told a Second ti^ie, that (he bells would not 
bfi lopg in bruiiii^ him to atoms. As the crie^ of 
the . multitude, conjuring him tp remove from cet? 
tain death, made no impreflion on/him, one of hig 
rdations leaped towards the altar and tore him fronpi 
it. Scarcely was he twenty paces from it, whea 
the fteeple fell wit;h a great cralh upon thp fanéluary^ 
}n relating this ilory, the Rufilans thought therfs 
was much courage in this prelate's conduâ, but wp 
fxw in it nothing hut fanatical obfiinaçy. 

Russia for a long lime had a patriarch, and next 
to the Czar, he was the moft eminent perfon of the 
empire, and almoft always equalled the Czar by his 
pomp and influence, when he did not furpais him; 
for the Ruflians before being regenerate, revere^ 
the patriarch and. his priefts tike demi-godsf^ Thin 
(Mntiff in order to be legally inftalled, required tf 
\ït confirmed by the patriarchy of Conftalitinople^ 

Alezif 
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Aiesds Michaelowitfiih affiftéd'thé ambitious îtOcont 
of whom we fliallhave occaikiiKto>f{^k aftdrw^urds» 
in ihaking o£F this yoke, and by tluàt did a gteat^<»v> 
«vice to his country, from A)^bid> the patriarch»^ of 
Constantinople, like a true prieft, was m the prao 
tice of exaâing money not his due. - 

We have feen that Peter L did,ftiU;a gfcatcr Spr^ 
mcc to Ruflia, by abdifhing the<iignity of patriarch; 
tleclaring himfelf the head of the Huffian chutsch, in 
ipite of the remonfirances oîF the clergy, who àccu- 
fcd hiqi of laying his hand ori the cenfcr; but>Peter 
was too great a phiiofopher, npt to tranfmit to hil 
iUccefibrs the Imperial crown, difencumbered with 
the facerdotal chains, fo difficult to break in former 
4imes and fo weak at this day, becaufe reifon has 
pointed out the way of accompUfhing the attempt. 

In fpitc of the civilized ftatp, in which we believe 
^he Ruffians are, it would be difficult to find a nation 
more fuperftitious ; not even Spain nor Portugal 
exceeds it» The Ruffians eat no hares nor pigeons; 
the former becaufe they are reputed undean, and 
the latter becaufe they are afraid of eating the Holy 
Ghoft in the form of a dove. The ringing of bells 
is for them an objeft of veneration, and they afcribe 
to it much efficacy for the faving of fouls. On days 
of great folemnity, there are no ears able to bear 
the noifc of the bells, which are put in motion at 
•^reak o^k^dày, and are never, fufferçd to reft till fun 
^ fet. 
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&t. They reckon it devotion to go and ring thear, 
and on this account the cords erf the xhoft part reach 
to cottages before the churches, conftrucled expre&- 
ly for the convenience of benevolent ringers. 

Like the Spaniards and Italians, the Ruffians 
have fmall chapels in their hoùfés in honour of' the 
faint, for whom they have a* particular devotion. 
This faint of predfledion is in Rufiia known under 
thé name of Bog^ and no expence is grudged to ac- 
curate the chapd of a^0^, which is always furnifh-* 
ed with the richeft luminary, when the proprietor 
is in ability. This? childifhne& is not the rage of 
the conimon people alone. Noblemen, people in 
office, monaûeries, all have, their Bogs^ and at, the 
higheft price. What will be fcjttrdy believed, but 
we can atteft, becaufe we have fecn it, is that Mr 
Bcheremetoff, a member of the Bireéfing Senate his 
a cabinet of Bogs worth ; more tlian a million , of 
roubles. ^ 1^22,222 : 4. Sterlihg. - 

Gekb RALLY the Saint or Bog is painted on wood, 
and it is the diamonds, with which it is furround* 
cd, that conflitute its value. A Ruffian entering 
an apartment Êdutes nobody before he has made 
three crofe figns before the Bog of the houfe. The 
Bogs moft in fafhion are St Nicholas, St John the 
Baptifi, St Sei^us and St Alexander Neuiki ; yet 
the other £dnts arc not without veneration, more 
or kls, widdi is always fettled by the pretended 

power 



144 .TRAVELS IN RifSSIA. 

jx)wcr attributed to them by ignorant ftiperiHticm4 
For example it i& an opinion in this country that St 
George watches particularly over homed bea&s, And 
that St Blaife is with God die patron and interpre- 
ter of other animals. Horfes have St Anthony, and 
fit Jonas is for the fifbes, St Aitippe is invoked for 
the toothach, St Elias againft thunder, and the Vir« 
gin for an infinite number of evils, and a very long 
patronage. - 

There are feveral cities in Ruffia/in which there 
are {articular markets for felHng Bogs, and mer*- 
chants when felling them avoid .uiing the word Buy^ 
A bargain may be always made at the price they let 
on them, becaufe it is a fin among them to al}c too 
much, and we were alfo told, that it was one to 
cheapen them. The wax candles or tapers, wfatch * 
they burn before the Bogs^ are the very reverie of 
our wax tapers ; they are thick at the top and du 
minifii towards the bottom^ The popes fay, that 
this form is given them^ to imitate the vifual ray 
of the faints, when they direâ their eyes toward 
the earth. This folution, however infipid it may 
be thought, is not more fo than the anfwers often 
made by the catholic priefts to the indifcreet inter-» 
rogatories of their devotees. 

At a difiance from the capitals^ the ftupid and 
credulous are mod ready to aUow themfelves to be 
impofed oïi, by the firft deceiver, that attempts it. 

They 
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IPfcâtyWé perftikdcd^for inftancc, îf they are, huf. 

%dAdia&^ oi^n¥6i»thac^t0v that iii order to fucceed ici 

'pltnliit^ or.jtmdlli^j^' ibch a Bog's favour is Heceiffiu 

-^tyytba^'he w91 inkke their fortune, aâd miift be 

ixittd fiw^a certain 'time, durittg wfcictli-lhe borrowi- 

^ Bbg is grandly «ntçrtained and(^4oadcd With' of- 

ièmttg$,..Iwhich(niufr*retnain for ah» .profit of the 

iirer;M . ': ... r.r -.'^ - .rtA .-^ •■'"'"'« 

.i;1n the worlhipL^paid to the Bogs, Bôf^otees confix 

ider it an abbminatidiiito take tobacco in their pre* 

Jsuce^ or.toJturn your &ick to thectiv When you arc 

Jâ cûnyeriàtion in a room, where i^y have a cha- 

pA. There is alfo ^.'tertain timeof year, when the 

tri6< muft refrain- frotn going to thurthy and above 

•dbfrom touching- «te* Bog; and beftsrb the cstpirà- 

;|idnidf tltts tiritical l^ime, fhe muft be bathed before 

Aaîprcfenthcrfqlf before the Bog/ > : 

lUiAivteKG the Ruffiafis the nxxmbor 'Forty is lacred* 

It i^ the term of their civil and religious ceremonies. 

' 'Kidy^ftu'dy nK>ft-'car^ully to ôibw it in their ac- 

^ntHints'^mdcdnyetÊitions. Thu» infte^d of faying 

a-;fouble or tM^cnty. co^ecp, they ^ay,: forty altins. 

ÎBhe^ tribute of Siberia in peltry is colleftcd and" put 

Ittto: packages of forty ' flcins. ' The Popes • when 

ttààiTi^ the litany, . afe- obliged at the cohdufion t:> 

ikf forty times wlthoutiafing breath, God have fity 

*»'tfA4^Ti<'0 ofîtheh* Ittit^ are of forty dayg. 

f.'tJVoL.HL .., : . T . ' - If 
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; : £p you dSk their theologians the reafoii o£ étér 
.fTcidileâion £or this Qumber, they aitfwcr^ tiMt 
^ofes, £liM and Jefus faftcd forty day»; that the 
Jift:didrnot afcend iotabeaveii tffl forty days «fter 
Im refurreâton ; that in the ciA tcftatneHt mttf 
ihings were divided by forty» and purticidaurly the 
life of Mofe», in which are three remarkable period^ 
of forty each. At the expirattoa o# the &rj3t he was 
iJbliged to fly 'from l^gypt ; at the end of other for« 
If years» he brought the chfldrea €»f Ifrael out of 
£gyp^ ; ^^^ ^hey wandered forty years in the wBu 
jderne6. In ihort they ohfenre, that among the tf- 
raelites» and till this day among the Jfews defeemi* 
^ from them, the tranfgreCfors of the law received^ 
soià ftiU recdve, forty lafbes with a whip^ fo coiik 
#ormity to fuchr powerful reafons, it is aftoniflâig 
they have not adopted the numbdr fiven^ whioh ih 
.fiiong the Jews, was much more myfteriQus ^laa 
tbatofy^r/y. , . 

We fakl at the beginning of this chapter, that tdh- 
teration was one of the prindpies of the Ruffian go^ 
yernmeaty yet k does not tolerate tske jbws>; evea 
under the reign of Gathrine IL when the Uberty^ of 
thinking is very philofophieai. k e;sclttdes froii 
dEces the RêflUalnîki^ the only feaaries,. that have 
taken place in Ruffia. They are the ^uakârsoS that 
country. Thefè feâaries, who among themfehwa 
$tc called Starowerzi^ orthodox or believers in .the 

ancient 
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Mààmt hkh (becauiê tbe word Rù/hhtUu fig&ifiè^ 
baiet^os) did suit be^a to make any noife in Ru£* 
£a, till towards tbe middle of the fixteenth car*- 
tmfy aad ttnda: tlie pttriarch NUcon, wfao^ they 
imwuin, «ru Aotichrift. T^ey-dlSer from the 
lOth^ GMdu, CD ibme obfcure poiats, the partico*- 
larsof wlâdkweâiallootfpeakof/ We ihaU no* 
«ice fimply^ that they do not çonfidèr the dvil go«r 
vomment^ which diitinguiflies jMropeity, as a chrifHan 
iilâitutkm. They maintain that all ought to^be dU 
«rided as amoiig brethreii. They ar<s horrified at the 
worfliip of images, which they confider asldolatry % 
Imt what with juftice makes them very ridiculous^ 
is» that in their eyes Onddng tobacjco is an abomi* 
liable, profanation.' ,l£ any one is inconfiderate e^» 
nough to indulge himfelf with it in their houfes, as 
loon as he is gone, they open the doors and win* 
^ows, fweep, rub, and dean all the houfe, but 
d^iefly the place where this profane per/bta fat or 
ftood. 

Peter L wha^ought iaot to have paid any atten* 
don to them, gave them fome celebrity, by occupy* 
ing lumfdf with them, and trying every method to 
faring them back to the Greek churclu But in him, 
who affeâed toleration, and thought it ufeful to the 
population of his dominion, which flood fo much 
in need of population, it was unpardonable to have 
finployed torture for converting tbçm. Above all 



he dcfcarvcs.to be. feverely:blito«d for/tlw piùli^p 
meut of tHe unfortuiiai» r<?i»by. ^^ho-ioiig^t to* ]iiy«^ 
beep confined» Out given Up tcx the jiames** îi?: 

' This luacjman, who wa&t|piitft in .his Ukây and 
coofequeotly muft have beeii .rd»er\giieate|r ànfilk:» 
took it into his head 00e day to preach bpoalyiin a 
church in MofcQw, . againi): t}± iiivocàtiâd; pi iàiBtSf 
and fon^ other dogmasy^f the rdii^ncalkd.prGdo- 
minant. The pppes, it is fkid, gently ixwiitâÏÏhma 
to retire, which he did,, but it was oiily^rto; ronMrD 
arnfied with a hatchet, witb^ which he cut in pieces 
the images of St Alexis and the. Virgin. . Th^ -^^Cr 
tion unqueftionably fhowed him to be m^d^ :and a; 
being fuch, he ought to have be^n'confoied., an4 
fome attexnpts made to ci^re him; but thç pppes^ 
who were a little ago fo p^eratjc^ in^d^.hijnbe ar^ 
refted, and. Peter made hin>-be. h\km% d\iv^ X^mq 
after having «heard his fentençe r^ad» with.|hat ful- 
kn indifference, infpired:hy 'th'e/fanat|ci{ift which 
purfues its death, faw his hand, which had cit^ried 
the hatchet, confumed by tbp fire wjchqut utterîng 
k figh ; got.upon thepile, .^nd je^^pired^ çîff^I^WWg 
againftthç popes, and the ab,\ife§;thçy h^dJ^trpdu- 
ced into religion. . Peter, they fay, wa^.fq^ftruclç 
with the manper, in which t^iis pdor iOi^ni fe^d fûf- 
cd his punifligient, that he repenjed of havjiftg^giv 
vcn his confcnt to ity and jiffjie|4 an order fojrhidt 
A ding the perfecution of the Hq/ipl»ikij tHit^j^pHilaii^ 

ed 
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wbt^sm to>vRéariiqfeMt of red^hoodi^ td:diftii^8& 
th0m from KbioHsci^ Aibjeâs ; ats^if thefe poor crel' 
t»ies;with this «airk; ôf grofcriptîôn oug;ht to have 
ham, h& dear thao .thofe^ with whom they di&red 
in opifiion. Like the reft -of his fubjeâs^ <tid not' 
they pay tàxes^ ànâ did no^they go out to war, 
'Vtrben the prin<;e called theni? Catharine IL whpm: 
V^dtaire has ptai^rfo highly /or toleration, but'oa 
vrhat:ground$:we.kno>y not ;, Catharine lï. has n<Jt 
f«ppKflbd fheliood of^he jR^/n/;^/. ^ Philofophert 
f^ flatter too! ^ - „. [ . 



ÇHAK 'XÏÎ. 



miunt.^-rWhm it was in the time of ^eier L-^Tbéir 
. : 0pplicathn*r^Bank of ajjigndtion* — Difcredit of tbe 
bills vf tbis bank. — National debt* 



X HE finances of iRuifia were before Peter L and 
during the firft years: of his reign, in the greateft 
CQàfufion, fo that . the Czars fcarccly knew what 
were* their revenues. Peter, who needed great re- 
fpuffçes, becaufe he bad grea( plans to execute, wUh-. 
vpg nqt to waver in this uncertainty, eftabliflied a 
fyi^m ^f finance, by 5^hich this part of the ladmi-s; 
siAfli^n was p«t into the grealçft.c^der, * 
. . : • J ^ BfisiBia 
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Bifides the taxes paid by die protides con^rar» 
ed from Sweden, and thofe wlàd\ have been ihû 
coti&quencé of the divifion of PohÂd, the revenues 
of Ruffia arife from theCafntatioà tax;-^The cuflSom^ 
houfe duties, which are very oppreffive ;-— Gabd^cr 
the felling of fait, which is carried to the hi^ieft 
monopoly ;— *the revenues of the Dcjmdhe lands; 
and the eftates of the church annexed to them ; the 
licences of inns ; the produce of the mines, and coiw 
nage of money; the emiffion of bank-bills and dii« 
ties on timber. The capitation was eftabliflied by 
Peter I. in the year 172 1, with ibme exception in 
&vour of perfons engaged in cultivating land. 
But under Catharine IL every perfon was fubjeded 
to it, 4except the nobles and priefts, who alone 
eught to have paid it. In this exemption are com«^ 
prehended alfo, the ioldiers, &iIors of the royal na*> 
vy, the Coflacs, and the copquered provinces which 
had their pirivileges. 

£v£RY twenty years, a general enumeration i$ 
made of all thé fubjeâs of the empire,' according tb 
which a tax is laid on all the males, comprehended 
in the clafifes of burgefles and peafants, from the ve^ 
ry moment of their birth to their deat;h. The man* 
3ier of afleffment is complicated. The mammum it 
thirty copecs and the minimum three a head ; but in 
a ratio repugnant to common fen£?, for it is thtf 
peafant th^t pays this- maximum, a^d the rich or 

çnnobled 
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cnncAded, the ntnimum. During the intervals^ be- 
tween the pumbenog» as they fiiy in Ruffia, of: a 
Rmewiot anodiery the fum at which ev^rj diftria 
bas been taxed, mv& be paid without any vari^ion» 
Let peculation incro^ib or diiiunifii,.the proprietors 
<tf lands muft devife fome way. of fupplying the^^ 
fidency, if there be any, and of anfwering for that, 
pea£ints. ^ 

AccoRBXKG tothelafi; Review, the Capitation was 
to prûdùœ a fum of ihirty four millions of French 
Bvret^ or upwards of <»ie million four hundred thou« 
&nd*poiiinds fterimgv but after the warwith the Turks 
again commenoed, it was raifod to near forty two 
millions, of livres, or near one million feven hun« 
dred thbufimd pounds fterling. At the peace it was 
icAoKd to its fonner footing, as it has already 
happened in fuch ctrcum&inces \ whence it may be 
amduded that the fiiin of thirty four millions ma^i^ 
be Gonfidered as thé ordinary produce c^ this tax. . 
. Thr oon^pieved o()ttntries,.and thé government 
of Mohilef and Polotlk, difmembered from Poland^ 
are tsuced at iive millions, four hundred and iixty 
tboufiind livres. 

The cuftom houfe duties produce thirteen mil* 
lions, fix hundred and feventy five thoufand livres. 

Th£ fidt works, of which thé produce goes into 
\a majefty's privy purfe, make up a revenue of 

nine 
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trine milKons, althcmgfi ftef'hir>hrfac towered th* 
prkc of lilt near thirty per cwi; > ^ ' - * 

:- Thb mines, the -mint, the' dutfcfc^oii baths, and 
tliofb, which Catharine XL faà$ Said pn forged iron, 
prodùte fifteehc^tttilions, twaiiundred dsotiôiui 
litres, exdufive'^ofi the -profits :èh^gold amtdEHBirfcr 
imported from abroad, and conceited into ^edè. 1 

The churc^ lands annexed to the crown.produce 
about nifte mflHons, whereof à' partais approprilted 
fi»î paying 4iiefiilaries of prèlsitësi^ popes and'iiiff;re4 
gidar clergy^ and the pepfions- of officers and:i££ 
faisdêd foldiens; \£hé renudndor £ôaïAttg^^:q^ùBt 
of inijre thatr a Mlfion, goes îÀtd the cafii-bok of 
the.Czarina. •*" 'r " *:- ^^ -- *rficri..:rr 

TaÎE'licencesta inns, which c6mprçlîended)dfd»the 
.xi^of difliliing, zt: prtkafifmwà a. tliirdijoi£L>£he 
Ruffian revenues. They are.'Bfbbfiihediih aH«]^c 
provinces except Ukraine andidie bonquôrediODiin;* 
tries. It As . aftoniihipg • h&i/^kighly thisnbipaikdii 06 
the revenues has rUen.- Subjoined is a yiew^JO&lts 
increafe. '*:.' ^^f '.' - r •. «.«'i^T.I v 

■ .-.. '•►'.:. •'.:*•.: - ; ^ Li¥fi¥^%^ 

In 1752'thelîcejices were farmed at. J '/t3toQ.^àiW0 
In i77o<they were raifed to^ ^ . j .i4,i25çt,'o'oo 
Ia-1774 to '1 ' igy^^^m 

In 1778 . tO/ y, /. 'iy^oqçiiçoo 

In 4783 to :,r V • - S9^^y^fm 

In L788 laft leafe to 41,200,000 

They 
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Thev. wiU be probably raifed liigher at nett leafed 
The cities t»f Mofbow and St Peter(burg pay fof 
their* proportion about thirteen niilUons* 

Tm duty on timber, the monopoly of different 
CDmnaodities^ the- tributes paid in kind, conning 
oi peltry) and the taxes we may faiaVe omitted, mak« 
ft fum of twelve millions* 

• ' Recapitulation 

Of the revenues of the RùMaiî empire. 
Capttation 34,000,000 

Taxes paid by the Conquered countries* 
' arid the provinces difmembered from 
' Poland 5,450,060 

The cuftoms 14,000,000 

Gabels ./ 9,000,000 

Milles, Duties on fbfges atid ddmage 15,200,000 
éhurch-lands annexed to the crown 9,000,000 
Licences to Inns and Taverns 4i,ôoo,oo'o 

Duties on timber and other articles t2,'ooo,oob 



1 39,660,000 



N. B. The above films reckoned in French livres, 
exchangeat i od fterling, amount to about 5,700,000, 
pounds fterling. 

It is a Angular remark, but deferving of atten- 
tion, that the gradual increafe of civilization in Ruf- 
fia has been accompanied by a like increafe in the 
. Vol. I. Û revenues 
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revenues. At the acceffioa of Pét«r I. they amoufnf^ 
•d to only twenty four miUions, and .at his deatk 
to thirty feven. Under EUiabcth they were brought 
fo eighty n>illions. When the reigning Emptc& 
Dwunted the throne, they were at a; hundred and two 
9)|)ttQn$, and at this day they come to near a bund-^ 
red and forty millions, and will probably very foon 
rife higher. This revenue is fufficient in time of 
peace, when the army and the fleet coft only about 
fixty nine millions, and the civil adminiftration fif-^ 
ty millions. The.renuinder^ that is ta fay, twenty 
millions, is approprhted to the Emprefs' caih> box. 

It is not eafy to be tmderftood, how this prince(s 
with a fum fo moderate, can fupport the magnifia 
^ence of her court ; the great number of efiablifh* 
ments fhe has formed -y the numerous buildings* 
creéted at her expence,. for which fhe has aifigned 
in time of peace an annual fum of four millions ;. 
her aâss of generolity^ the encouragement fhe givesi 
to the arts and fciences j the purchafes fhe is con- 
ûantly making in different parts of Europe ; the 
rich and numerous prefents received from her, by 
perforiSy who have rendered themfdves worthy of 
rewards. 

The revenues of Ruffia may be coniiderably aug« 
mented in cafe of neceffity, as has been fcen in the 
different wars with the Porte; but this augmentation 
is effeâed by the increafe of the capitation^ and the 

creatioa 
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joreatîoif of ntw taxes, whîcH exhatiffr. a nation that 
ought to be fpared more than any other, becaufc it* 
is fitnated in a rigorous climate, where nature has 
done almoft nothing for it. 

What contributed moft of afl towards enabKng- 
the government to fupport the war widi the Turks 
was, the Bank eftabïiflied under the name of JJig^ 
nation-bank^ at a time, when copper money could 
not be coined in fufficiency for the expences, bank 
bills wol-th fifty, fixty, and a hundred roubles, were 
iflued, payable at the banks of St Petersburg and 
Mofcow. There was a circulation of thefc to the 
amount of forty five millions of roubles, or ten mR* 
lions fterling, nearly. " 

When thefe bills began to circulate, they iveri 
not taken without fome difficulty, and in the dit 
tant provinces, there was a difcount on thenr of 
three and^a hilf, and in' fome places fix per cepti 
But compared with the copper money, their advan- 
tages rendered them of general ufe. They were 
found fo ufeful in commerce, that they were only 
one per cent, under filver, and they were a half per 
cent, above copper money. But the laft war with 
Turkey, and fome extravagant plans, which muft 
be imputed to the finking, caufed by the years of 
Catharine II. having drained the fpecie of Ruilia, 
the bank bills fell into great difcredit, and in thç 

U 2 fCd^v 
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jear 1791 they Wt-thirty çight per ccp^ ^/tliefe 
original value. 

At the end of the war before the laft, the dd)t? 
contraded by Ruflia with foreigners, amounted oo^ 
ly i» about'forty five millions of French livres, (i^ar 
two millions fierling) and they were ^moft all diff 
charged. Since that time, however, near a hundred 
inilHons have been borrowed ^ twp different times 
from the Dutch, who will not be fo foon repaid, if 
they will not take paper money, or charters to go 
and trade in the frozen countries of Ruflia, wherç 
thç greedy avarice of their merchî^nts will brave the 
eqpceflive cold, as in fcorching climates it does thcf 
exceffive beats. We fliall remark;,, iince w^ are n^ 
pon the Dutcbi who are the xnod^vnCrœfttf^s of Eu- 
tope^ that they have two debts very precarious, one 
in Iti^ng^and, the. other in Ruflia, without reckoning 
fixty millions, they have lent to^ fome adyeatturersi 
who have nothing to pay them wUj|^, but a great 
fume apd romantic pl^s* 

ÇUA?> 



jP4»rmui4MS of the miUUiry Mm i^ RuJîa.'r^Hi^ 
. . riç^ n^ on ihf StrelitT^-^AMiim rf thit miiitm 
^^With what troops Peter replied them^-^AStad 
49ti^it$itim ^ the Ruffian arwy*-i-'%be^ EmprtJ^. 
bouP:>Qld tropph^-^Infantry oftbe arrky^-^Itegularmé 
vairy.r^Irreguti^r fav(dry.^---TJbe Cc^s^^^Tbe Kal* 
flw^. — The Nfitàonâl mlitia^-^Metkod of recruiiing 
f be, Ruffian arftim. 

X HE rapid progrefs of Ru0ia, her vi^ories, tb^ 
weight ihe has acquire4 in the pditical balance of 
£urope, which il^e afpires at iocreafing ûiU moxe^ 
oigagçd us to caft a curious tji^ on the means, \yf 
which ihe has been enabled to rife to the pitdi^ 
which ihe ha& attained. It w^ affirmed to Ms at St 
^eteriburg, that thefe mean$ were centered in the 
army and navy, created by Peter L which his fiw> 
f:efirors, but particularly. Catharine IL hare £> wdU 
prganized. To appreciate this afiertion, which by 
fecting ^fide a concourfe of circumftances, approach^ 
es very near the truth, we procured the foUowing 
particulars refpeûing the 2irmy and aavy^ the peri 
uial of which, we hope, will yidd complete ùàû 
fo^iop to our readers. We w:ére fupplied wkk 
them by one of the pirindp^ wsmbci^. of the i^Hq^t 
of war. 
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We ihall not enlarge on the old Ruffian Militia 
or Mufcovites, of whom not a veftige remainsi» not 
einm in the Odnifdwortzif whom we have taken a 
little notice of; nor in the Strelzisy (known in Eu- 
rope under the name of StrelitT^^ a word fignifying 
pclicê officers)^ whofe fame induces us to mention 
them. This militia as formidable in Ruffia, as the 
Pretorians were in Rome, or the Janiflaries in Con- 
llantinpple, had been created by Iwan Bafiiowitfch» 
and ferved on foot. It was not by their exploits 
againfl: the enemies of the fiate, that they gained ^ 
name, but by thdr want of difcipUne, and frequent 
infurreâions againD: the fovereigos, who kept them 
inpay ; and that, as judidoufly remarked by Vd- 
taire^ becaufe they were Mofcow burgeflbs and not 
foldiers. 

The ambitious and cruel Sophia, who concealed 
her vices with the mafk of devotion, and to her in- 
tereft fecured the priefts, who are fatisfied with this 
difguife, having by means of intrigue come at the 
management of the reins of government^ during 
the infancy of her brothers Iwan and Peter, had 
this militia at hei^ nod, and made them inhumanly 
butcher the unfortunate Boyards, that fell under 
her difple^ure, and among whom were the greateft 
fiumber of Peter's rdations ; he when raifed to the 
tfftiçtxt took 'vosgeance on this inilitia by abolifliing 
them<. 

z'rf If 
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* It ÎS triie the Strelitz had provoked this vcngd. 
ance. The Czar Peter, in order to mform hirallâf 
of what was going on in foreign countries, had left 
Ruffia, and fome Boyards, affîfied by: the greateft 
' number of the popes, who viewed the new efta- 
bliiksients of this prince, as ib stany aâs of iacri- 
l^e, had taken advantage of his abfence to exdte 
commotions, and drawn from the cloifter, the prin^ 
OB& Sophia, whom al the time of his mounting the 
throne^ Péter had forced to take the veil. The 
Strelitz, who like the priefts, were attached to na« 
tionai prejudices, had been the agents of this infur^^ 
reâion, which would have had ferions confequcncesi 
if the genius and aâivity of Peter had not fupport« 
ed him in qualhing it. 

Hs was then at Vienna, from which he fet out 
incognito and arrived at Mofcow, when he was fupi< 
pofed to be in the.farther end of Germany. His pr e- 
fence was a thunderbolt for the confpiratars, agaiiift 
whom he difplayed ^ a féverity unexampled, but it 
proved his iaWation* The leaders of the Strelitz, 
and two thoufand ibldiers of this militia, along with 
the popesy who had brought them over to this re^ 
volt, were delivered over to the executioners, and the 
whole body of the Strelitz, whom none of Peter's 
predeceffors had even dared to diminifli, was dif- 
per&d and annihilated without refiftance^ It is true, 

Peter 



4Pctcr for foinc time before had fëcretïytprcîaf^ed 
'llUsrimponantfoppreffioné - . .>, 

: ï«r the room af this inilitiai, TindifctpUned'» ali 
thofe are, thai fo numerous priviieges, join % long 
rdidcnce at cburt^ Peter fijbftituted forae «gi* 
•ments regùlatedin tiie fame waj as other trcxips in 
Eùrof^e. ' At firft the army v^ fat ârom nluilercms^ 
bdtrg a body coxnpofed only of different hordes tai 
lîobteSi who, at the i«qdifitîoû of tte.prinàfy^ttr» 
ed out to fervc with their vai&lsl The latter farm* 
ed the infantry, and their matters the caValry. Btit 
Peter, who had to fight with enemies, th;at hadotfasf 
refources, in order to be able to face tliem,.fetjiiiâot 
replacing thefe bands of nobics, from whom he dreîir 
only a momentary fervice, by permanent aitnûes^ 
whom he'coulddifpo^e of according to his {IleaÛfre^ 
and at all times* Confequently he ordered the.foiU 
mation of the Podu/chnoiaklad. or General regfj/fdr^ Iq 
which were entered all the heads c^ faihilies oi tkû 
order of burgeflfes and peaiants. Every tett faaaU 
lies were obliged to furnifli a man, and 2À the n* 
riew reported, feven hundred and fifty âioQ&ody 
four hundred and feventy nine finlilies in the tw^ 
orders, the confequence was, the G^ar had an ar- 
my of about feventy thoufand nien, who wereiim^/ 
Hiediately ordered to St Peterfburg and other 'p4ai( 
ces, to be inftrufted in the ufe of arms. The Csarf^ 
fucceffors followed this mode, adapted more or lefe 

to 
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^ circuihftances, and their own wants* But Ca* 
tharinq IL in the year' 1764, new modelled thé mi- 
litary eftablifliment of the empire: In the 1784, it. 
again underwent feme other changes, and received 
à very confiderable augmentation in the year of thé 
commencement of the laft war with the Turks. 

The Ruffian army is compofed of regular troops^ 
and light or irregular troops ; the former almoft all 
in infantry and the latter almoft all in cavalry. The 
regular troops form a body of more than three ^ 
hundred thoufand men, which according' to cir« 
cumftances, is augmented to more than four hunci* "^ 
red thoufand ; for in thefe three hundred thoufand ^ 
are not included the houfhold troops of the Empreis^ 
^ tior the national militiaj, which they Call the Land^ 
militTt. 

These troops, when well commanded, are capable 
of performing the greateft feats. Pirft, becaufethe 
Ruffian foldiers are Beings entirely paffive, and their 
obedience goes the length of felf-dcnial. It is found- 
ed upon a fort of opinion, that would make them 
rather let themlelves be cut to pieces on the carri^* 
age of a cannon, than abandon it. This opinion, 
which their priefts have taken great care to incul- 
cate on them, at the infUgation of fpme ambitious 
Emperor, conlifts in believing, that they will go to 
paradife, if they die with their face turned to the 
enemy, and that they will be reprobated if they 

Vol. I. ^ X perifU 
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pcriffi flying. This article of faith, that might havd 
made the Ruffians fanatical heroes, is unluckily be- 
ginning to lofe its influence among them. Not- 
withftanding- this, they will not be lefs excellent^ 
fbldiers, becaufe they are indefatigable, obedient, 
and completely fober. An anecdote is told of 
a regiment in the army commanded by General 
Fermor, in the fcven-years — war, which having 
mounted guard in a certain place, was forgotten 
by a counter-march, which the Ruflîan army wa» 
obliged to make, and wheri the army returned ta 
the fame ground five days after, this regiment was 
found in the fame place by the very officer, who 
had pofted it, and who afiirmed, that the poor fol- 
dicrs forgotten by him, having only one day's pro* 
vifions, had lived on herbs and roots for other four* 
The Emprefs' hotifliold troops are compofed of 
four regiments, properly called regiments of Guards} 
of two battalions, one of Huflars, and the other of 
Coflacs, and of the fuperb company of Chei>alier» 
Guards. There is nothing more beautiful, or more 
magnificent, than thefe regiments of Guards, and 
they are never fillccl up but with the flower of the ar- 
my, for ftature and fize. The firft is a regiment of 
Cavalry, called Horfe-Guards* The other three are 
Infantry, and bear the names of Preobafchenjkai^ Se^ 
nemwjkoi^ and IJhmailowJioi. Thefe form a body of 

ten 
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thoufaiid men, wïiereof the firft have four thou** ' 
iand, and the other two, three thouCand each. 

The firft, Preobafchen&oi, were formed/and took 
t)]teir naoie from the company of fifty young people^ ' 
vhomPeter I. then a young man, trained in his Couch* 
try houfe, called Preobafchenjkou He enrolled hiinfclf 
in it, and ferved in it, firft as a drummer, s^nd then as 
.a foldier, and fcrjeant, and afterwards received the 
Tank of Lieutenant. Lefort was captain of it ; and 
^his company^ which at firft caufed no uneafinefs to 
4the ambitious Sophia, becaufe Ihe coniidered it only 
the aqiufement of a young roan, whom flie wifiied 
-to keep at diftance from bufinefs; this company wse 
the bafis, on which foon afterwards the army was 
organized, which was bold enough to engage. with 
that of Charles XIL which learned of him to con- 
i|1ier, and by which he was at laft overcome* 

Th£ regiment of Preobafchenjkoi^ whofe military 
origin we have now related, is compofed of tw0 
Orenadier companies, of fix hundred and fifty men 
each J of fixteen companies of Fufileers, of a hun- 
dred and forty four each ; of one company of Bom- 
bardiers,» of two hundred men, and one of Cadets, 
ûf the fame number. Thefe Cadets are fons of foU 
idiers, put there for inftrudion. They take their 
officers from their own body, which is a nurfcry 
/or excellent foldiers. The other two regiments of 
iocA guards, have each a company of grenadiers, and 

^ 2, ^ twelve 
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twelve fufileers, with this difference, that the rcg^* 
ment of Ifmailowfkoi, has befides a company of 
Chaffeurs and one of Cadets ; whereas that of Se- 
menowiki, has only a corps of feventy Chaffeurs and 
no Cadets, and has only a fchool for the children of 
foldiers* 

The Emprefs is Colonel of thefe three regiments, 
of the horfe guards and chevalier guards. He, whq 
commands next to her Majefty, is commonly a Ge- 
neral of one of the firft families of the empire. He 
Jias the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, and the twài 
firft regiments have two. During our ftay in Riif- 
fia, it was Prince Potemkin Mar fhal- General of thte 
empire, and Prince George Dolgoroulkî, firft Gene- 
ral of the army, who were Lieutenant Colonds 'of 
Preobafchenfki ; and the Lieutenant Colopels of the 
other regiments were nobles equally diftinguilhed. 

In general the officers of thefe corps, and it is the; 
fame in all courts, are advanced above thofe of the 
fame degree in the army. A Captain of Guards 
has the rank of Colonel, and retires with that of 
Brevet-Brigadier. The Serjeants in thefe regimente 
have the rank of Lieutenants, &c. 

Every company has five officers, viz. two Cap- 
tains, two Lieutenants and an £nfign. It has tliir*^ 
ty low or non-commiffioned oÔicers, whereof ûx 
^re Serjeants, and twenty four are Corporals. There 
are always twp Segeapts doing, duty at :he dpor of'' 

thç 
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the haH, called the hall of the throne. The efta- 
blifhment of the troop of horfe guards is the ùxne. 
' The pay,of thèfe forces is reduced to French and 
EngUih money-exchange lod alivre. 



Fqt the Cavalry. , 
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This pay, as the reader may fee, is. very modb- 
jrate» and it really is ib for all the troops of Ruffia; 
but befides this pay, the officer has a certain num- 
ber of rations, and the foldier has provi&ons» wood> 
candle, and a number of advantages, which much 
incrcafe the value of his pay, if not double it. 

The Guards, both infantry and cavalry, do du- 
ty only in the winter and fummer palaces an4 plesh* 
furc houies belonging to the Emprcfe. In the regi- 
tnent of Preobafchenlkoi, each foldier is on duty, 
one day but of four, and in the ether two, three 
nights out of four. The horfe guards always dû 
duty on foot, except when the Emprefs lodges in. 
the fummer palace. 

T«E <lievaiier guards were eftablilhed by Catha* 
rine II. to fapply the place of the Leib-company whi($^ 
ihe reduced, and which Elizabeth had formed of 
the grenadiers, who helped her to mouat the throng 
They fpnn -only one company of fixty men, who 
have all the rank and pay of tieutenants, with pre- 
fents for their table,; and the fupport of a carriage» 
which in Ruffia is not an objeâ: of great expencc. 
They muft all be defcended of noble families, and 
«f high ftature ; but with the advantage of the lat- 
ter, and intereft, they contrive ways of eluding the ^ 
former. 

" This brilliant Cohort, the inoft fuperbly dothed 
rçi any in £urc^, and worthy of figuring on the 

ileps 
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llcps of tlie throne of the moft powerful monarch, 
has two uniforms. The iiniform worn every day 
confifts of à blue coat, with fcarlet facings, a yel- 
low waiftcoat and breeches, and tl Soubrevejie (a kind 
of upper coat without fleeves) trimmed with double 
Kcc, and enriched on the two fronts before and bc- 
Mnd, with the imperial eagle embroidered in filver. 
The parade uniform is a fcarlet coat, with a Soub'- 
revejie oihhxt velvet, almoft all covered with filver 
fcutcheons, fixed with links of the lame metal. For 
the oflGlcers, thefe links are ornamented with jewels. 
On ordinary days the chevalier-guards wear a hat 
bound with broad lace, and fet off with a black 
plume, for the white is appropriated to the General 
Ofiicers. On days of ceremony they have a gilt hel- 
met, with a creft of large feathers. 

The fervice, which the chevalier-guards perform 
at court, requires twelve men a day, who furniih 
two fentinels, in the infide of the hall of the throne,, 
who have liberty to fit down, but fitting or ftand- 
ifig, always reft on their arms, which are Cara- 
bines. Every. time the Emprefs goes in or out of 
the hall, the chevalier-guards on duty, are permit- 
ted to kifs her hand. They are relieved every three 
hours. 

The eftablilhment of HuiTars and Coflkc body 
guards, is alfo the work of Catharine II. Thefe 
two corps who are very well laced, ride excellent 

horfes. 
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horfes, and confift of the haadfomeft 'tnen of their 
nations; efpecially the Coffacs, who are armed witb 
gilt lances, and clothed with the nïo^ coftly furs* 
This body of cavalry, alternately form the Era- 
prefs* retinue when ihe goes out çf the capital, that 
is, the Huflars accompany her to the firft ftage^ 
where they are relieved by the Coffacs, who finiih 
the journey. In return, each corps goes oyer the 
fame road. 

Although the pay of the Enrprefs* guards hé 
not in proportion to their rich equipment, their £• 
tuation is neverthelefs much better, than that o£ 
the other troops of the army. The guards are con^ 
tinuaTly under the fovereign's eye, and this is enough 
to obtain favours from her. Befides other advan* 
tages^ which we fliall not enumerate, every regiment 
of guards has its feftival, and on this day every fol<- 
dier receives a prefent from the Emprefs. Peter L 
alfo introduced a cuftom, which is very expenfive for 
the Czarina, ai^d which the guards have taken ^care 
to perpetuate. They folicit her to ftand God-mo- 
ther for their children, and fhe cannot refufe. Pe* 
tcr, Catharine I. and Ann performed this duty in 
perfon, but Elizabeth and Catharine II. never did 
fo. The reigning Emprefe fends her procuration to 
an officer of the company, and, five * roubles to the 
child's father, if a -common foldier, ten roubles 

if 
* A Rouble 4S 6d and a Ducat 95 4<i Sterling 
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if a fcrjcant, a hundred ducats if an officer, and 
three hundred ducats if he be of a rank above a 
captain. 

- Passing from the Emprefs' houfliold troops, to 
the different military corps that compofe the Ruffian 
army, we find the infantry of this empire confifts of 

Firft — Four regiments of Grenadiers of 

2100 men each 8,400 

Secondly — Seventy one regiments of Fufi- 

leers of 209^ men 148,603 

N. B. Each regiment has two com- 
' panies of Grenadiers. 
Thirdly — Eight battalions of Chaffeurs of 

990 men 7>9^o 

Fourthly — Six battalions of Independent 

companies of 70© men 4,200 

Fifthly — Eighty four gârrîfon battalions of 

1645 men .87,780 

Sixthly-r-Soldiers employed in mines, and 

in the gardens of thé Imperial houfes 22,000 



Total — — — ~ . 278,803 

A REGIMENT of infantry in Ruffia confifts of two 
battalions, which together form twelve companies, 
and each company contains a hundred and fifty four 
men in time of war, and and a hundred and thirty 
four in time of peace, inclufive of commiffioned and 

Vol L y • ftone 
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non-comtniffioned officers, of whofe pay the follow- 
ing is a ftatement* 



Roubles Sériants Rations 



A Captain has annually 


1100 


2 


5 


A Lieutenant 


129 


I 


4 


A Sub- Lieutenant 


100 


I 


3 


An Enfign 


lOO 


I 


3 


A Serjeant Major 


36 








Two Serjeants each 


^5 








A Captain of arms 


12 








A Flag Bearer 


12 





a 


A Harbinger 


12 








Four Corporals each 


II 








A Barber or Journeyman Barber 


7^ 








Two Drummears each 


7- 








One Fifer 


7^ 





G 


A hundred and thirty fix Fufileers yir 








ACarpenteer and 2 Waggoners, each yi 





a 



.ValÙeing tlic rouble at 4s 6d, the- pay of a Rut 
fian foldier h but a fmall fraâion above a penny 
fterling a day, but with this the Ruffian foldier is 
kxiged, warmed, clothed, auid almoft fed. 

The Ruffian Cdonds furnifh their regiments 
with necefiaries, and no impofition appears to them 
illegal. The Farriers, Lockfmiths and Armourers, 
following the regiments, are dependent on them, 
and receive fixty roubles of wages. All thefe 
artificers are Germans and do not wear uniforms. 

The 
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Hie pope appointed as Almoner to a regiment, lias 
fixty roubles a year, like the lock£mitlis.and armour- 
^s, and is fcarcdy more refpe^ed. 

There are twelve muficians in each régiment^ 
who receive from the Empreis the pay and clothing 
of a foldier, but they are always better paid and 
vclothed by the Colonel, and Officers in proportioa 
to their abilities. 

The cavalry, which fince the days of Peter L has 
undergone many changes in their uniform, number 
and eftabliflxment, confifts at prefent of regular and 
irregular cavalry. 

Of regular cavalry, there are fixty one re^ments, 
2viz. firft.— Five regiments of Cuiraffiers, of fix fqua- 
drons each ; the fquadron confifting of two troops, 
and the troop of thirty men, whereof three are 
Officers, four non-commiffioned Officers, and twen- 
ty three privates. In each regiment the horfes arc 
of the fame colour, all black or brown. Secondly-,* 
Nine regiments of Carabinio-s, arranged like the 
the Cuiraffiers, but having horfes of all colours. 
Thirdly— Nine regiments of dragoons, including 
the Kafan regiment, which is armed . in the light 
manner; every regiment contains fix fquadronsj 
the iquadron and the coifipany double the ftrength 
of the cavalry. 

fourthly— Twenty regiments of Huflars, whereof 
fepi contain a thoufand three hundred and fifty fix 

Y 2 men, 
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men, indufivc of Officers, and the otl^er ten con- 
tain feven hundred and fifty men. The ten firft 
have their quarters in Ukraine, and are almoft .all 
çompoféd.of Ruffians. Three of thefc regiments 
bear the name of Kompanei^i-Pçlkij regiments o£ 
brothers* The other ten cantoned at St Eli^jabeth, 
and in the neighbourhood, are corppofed of Hun- 
garians, Moldavians and other foreign nation^. Bc^ 
fides à pay much better than what the reft receive, 
the Kmprefs has made a grant of lands to the offi^* 
cers and foldiexs. By this donation thç part of the 
frontier, which they defend, being their own pro- 
perty, thefe men fought againft the Turks laft war 
like men, who were fighting on their properties, 
3lid for their properties. 

Fifthly—Eight reginicnt of Lancers, fi$ of which 
contain fix hundred and thirty men each, and two, 
five hundred and forty. They are Coifacs regiment, 
ed, to whom lapds havç been given, and thçy have 
defended them againfl: the Tprks, as a Tiger de- 
fends his den. They are armed with a very fbort; 
Carabine, with two piftols, and a fabre, fuch as the 
Hujflars carry, a^d a lapce, which has a ffeaft cighç 
feet long. 
. All this bo(Jy of cavalry amounts to thirty fever; 
thoufand, four hundred and forty men, to whom 
fnuft be added, what in Ruffia is called Irregular 
Cavalry» It confifts of Ço^'^cs and Kalgnjcs ; ^arb^t 



rou5 
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ronsinatioas, who in war furniih rather armed hordes 
thaû regiûients, but excellent for fighting the Turks 
and- the Afiatic powers, which border with Rulfia, 
and do not oppofe her with trpops better difciplined. 
The Coflacs, whofc name we fee fo often repeat- 
ed in gazettes and by biftorians, who are alfo gazet- 
teers or their echoes; the Coflacs, who form among 
them feveral nations, all having nearly the ûimc 
manners, are generally of middle ftature, wear very 
âiort whiikers, and ihavé the head, all except the 
crown, on which they leave a little hair. Their 
drefs is. a fur cloak, a long gown after thç cuftom 
of the Aiiatics, largç pantaloons, boots, fometimes 
large, fometimes fmall, without fpurs, and a whip, 
which they always faften round the right wrift. 
Their arms are a lance about twelve feet long, a pair 
of piftols, which they hang at their girdle on the left 
fide, becaufe oil their right is a fmall bag, which 
contains about twelve cartridges ; in addition to all 
this they have a fabre very much curved, which 
has no other hilt than a plain bit of iron in form of 
a crofs. Their horfes are fmall, but ftrong and met- 
tlefome. They ufe a kind of Huflarûddle, a fmalL 
cord inftead of a bridle, which is tied to the faddle, 
jmd ferves for a halter. Thçy never ride their hor- 
, fes in a ftraight line j but when gallopping, drive 
them in difierent direftions, which makes their attack 
dapge.i;ou5, cfpeci^lly when they are engaged with ' 
. ' cavalry 
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cavalry of the line } their inarch is al^o like that of 
the Huflars. When they are at reft, they hold their 
lances refting on their foot ; in fight they prefept it 
to the enemy, holding it by the middle,, and £ecur« 
ing it below the arm. Continual e^^erdfe .qualifies 
them for ufing it with much dexterity. In their 
retreat, which is to ttiem never a flight, but a kind 
of battle, they reft their lance on their fhoulder, 
with the point turned towards the enemy, whofe 
ilroke it ferves to parry, and it fometimes becomes 
fatal to him, whien he incautioufly purfues a man^ 
whofe flight is a fl:ratagem. 

The averfion of the Coflacs, for all kind of dif-^ 
cipline, has not allowed them to be taught how to 
manoeuvre in a fquadron. They do nothing but 
ikirmifli, but they excel in this way of fighting. 
They are let loofe on the enemy, when flying, and 
then they become terrible by the quicknefs and 
manner of their aflault. A corps with fuch men 2|t 
their heels^ is utterly incapable of rallying, however 
much inclined to it. 

The Cofiacs are excellent alfo for fcouring a coun- 
try, and clearing a wood, and in all kinds of patroles. 
Their fagacity in this refpeft, the effect of long cuftom, 
is fomething aftonifliing; Examining the grounds, 
recently traverfed by the enemy's troops in the greats 
eft ^forder, they can difcover very exaâly the num- 
ber of horfes, which have pafled. Some can ob- 

ferve 
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ùxvè the itiovements of a corps at an extraordinary 
difiatice; others by applying their ears to the ground, 
can diftinguifh very far off, the march of men and 
lioriës. They are capable of retting under arms a 
whole day without murmuring. In Ihort, as inde- 
iatigable in harrafSng an enemy, efpecially if they 
have no hope of plunder, as temperate, when it is 
necefl&ry to be fo, which often occurs in war, they 
have learned to be latisfied with little; and they 
have no need to provide themfelves with forage for 
their horfes, becaufe like themfelves, they have accuC- 
tomed them to bear hunger and thirft. But if they 
have a moment's refpite, they employ it in feeding 
and dreiSng their horfes, and when they make ex- 
curûons in queft of provifions, they load themfelves 
with a bunch of grafe, rather than with a quarter 
of meat. 

Among this kind of men, on whom we (hall re- 
turn, when we fpeak^ of the nations that are barba* 
rous or little known, and fubjed: to the empire of 
RuiSa ; among thefe nations, the Coffacs of the 
Don, diftinguiih themfelves in the Ruffian armies, 
and form the moft confiderable body in them. Their 
chief bears the name of Hatthman. He enjoys an 
authority fo much the more extenfive, that it is 
founded only on opinion, which is one of the moft 
efficacious means of ruling the multitude. Jewre- 
mcffy one 6f the Hattbmans did the greateft fervices 

to 
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to Ruffia, and under this title, figures with glory 
in the annals of that nation. He joined riches to 
bravery. He had a revenue of a hundred roubles a 
year, which, it is faid, he took a pleafure in divid- 
ing with his companions in arms. 

The following are the different contingents of 
men, furnifhed by the Coffac nations in time of war. 
Coflacs of the Don 24,9716 Men 

of Orembûrg 9>932 
ofAftracan 43340 

oflobolih audits neighbourhood 9,553 



Total * * ^ - * 48,801 



We cannot compute what the Kalmucs furnifh. 
Sometimes there are hordes without number, that 
come to deluge the army, and clog rather than 
ferve it : at other times there are only fmall bodies 
of them, which hardly fooner arrivQ than diiappear, 
when the county where they muft fight and the ene- 
my they have to oppofe, prefent no hopes of plunder. 

Although they cannot be much depended on, 
they are of confiderable ufe, when they are on fer- 
vice. Their vigilance is much fuperior to that of 
the Coflacs, and their aftivity admits of no compa- 
rifon. Befides they coft the Emprefo only one co- 
pec per day. They never fail to aftoriifh the enc- 
my, before whom they fhow themfehres fiDr the firft 

time 
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time, for there is no fight more remarkable than a 
warrior of this nation. Suppofe a man on horfe- 
back^ almoft or entirely naked, armed with a bow» 
a quiver, a . lance, and a fcymitar, having on the 
poihmel of the faddie, or rather a ihabby pacfk fad- 
, die, a bit of frefli or corrupted horfe flefli. . 
, TkE artillery of the Ruffian army forms a body 
very refpeclable, and confifts of 
One regiment of Bpmbadiers of 2510 Mia 

Two ditto of Gunners, of 2497— .each 4994 
Two ditto of Fufileer- Servants of ditto — 4994 
A corps of Miners, Pioneers, Engineers 
. . forming fix brigades of 420 men each 2520 
Two brigades of Waggoners^ amounting 

to , 3823 

Different brigades of Artificers, diftribu- 
ted thi'otigh the works at St Peterf- 
burg, Mofcow,' and the principal arfc- 
nals of, the Empire, amounting to 9913 

Total, exclusive of Officers 28,754 

The national or land Militia is divided, like the 
reft of the army, into infantry and cavalry, with 
nearly the fame conftitution, and the fame pay, but 
the cavalry is more numerous than the infantry* 
This militia is only employed during war. 

No regiment iil Ruffia bears the name of its Co- 
lonel. They generally have that of the cities, whofc 

Vox.. I. Z arms 
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arms th€y carry, or in which they were firft qtRtf- 
ttrcd ;• artd this defignation cantinucs with them, 
without variation, or at kaft b not changed, but for 
feafon^ of the greateft importance. 

As to the uniform of the Ruffian army, the ge- 
ncral colour is green, particularly that of the infan- 
try, but many regiments of cavalry have adopted a 
fawn colour, efpecially for vefts, capes, and facings. 
All the Huflars have green cloaks. 

Thb uniform of the General Officers of Infantry 
is grôeii and red, and that of the Cavalry, blue and 
red. The Field- Marflials and Generals, who cpm- 
mand Cavalry and Infantry at the fame tjime, may 
wear either of thefc uniforms, and the white plume, 
,which, we have faid, is the diftinguifhing badge of 
General Officers* There are fome of them diftin^i 
guijfhed by their lace, which on the drefs of a Field- 
Marfhal or Oenetal-in- chief is triple, but the latter 
has no embroidery on the feams. The StaflP-officer» 
of the army are dîftinguilhed by lace on their waift* 
eoats* 

!n feveral regiments, the Colonels have introdu* 
ted a cheap uïlîform^ which is a kind of Surtout, or 
great coat of very coarfc cloth, and proves a great 
convenience to officers o£ fmall fortune, who can 
hardly attain the grandi uniform. The army is 
dothcd anew every two years, but the Cavahry gets 
cloaks only every four years. There is only one 
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kind of doth for foldiers ajid non-commShty^ oi^ 
ficers, but the latter are obliged to procure fome û^ 
nar. Their colonel makes them an allowance for 
furniflxmg this and the lace, which di^lingutfl^ef 
them from the common foldiers* During fummef 
the whok army wears ho coats, but ia Ruffia the 
iummo: is fo Àort, that the coat is in the pprtman* 
tcau only a few weeks, and the ceconomy that put 
it there, amounts to almoft nothing. 

For the fervicc and defence of the frontiers, 

which are immenfc and expofcd to frequent inroads^ 

the Ruffian army is diftributed into twelve divifions, 

which take the names of the government in which 

. they arc flationcd. A Field-Marfhal or GeneralJbu 

' ichief is at the head of every diviiion, aiid thcfe di- 
vifions differ from one another in the number of 

" troops, of which they coniift j but all have cavalry 
and infantry. The Hufikrs and the Coflkcs arc fta- 
tîoœd only in the divifions on the frontiers, fo that 
the firft divifion, which is that of St Pcterfburg, hai ^ 
only one regiment of Huflars,and noCoffacs; whereas 
the tenth and the eleventh, which are the diVifions of 
Ukraine and Azoff, aAd of the countries newly con* 
^tiered, have each five regiments g£ HujBTars, and fivv 
regiments of Coffacs. In all thefe divifions, when 
the place where they are quartered is nc^ a, town, 
th? Çtaff-officers refide in the cbief-manor-houfe, and 

Z ^ tb<r 
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tlie reft of the troops arc difpcrfcd through the 
country. The peafant is ftriftly obliged to furnilh 
his guefis only with ftraw to fleep on ; but in ago-- 
vcrnmeilt, ^whereof the adminUlration is military^ 
and the foldiers belong rather to the Emprefs than 
tp the empire, they force the unfortunate peafant to 
give up a part of his neceffary provifions, to put it 
into their kettle. This reproach is due to tlie go- 
vernment rathef than to the foldier, becaufe the 
defpot, wifliing to have a numerous army, pays the 
man poorly,, whom he has torn from the plough 
to make a foldier of him. The Ruffian foldier, as 
already noticed, has only feven roubles and a hal^ 
yearly, and it is added, that he is almoft boarded i 
but his provifions Confift of three tons of mealj 
weighi»g fifty pounds each, and of forty- four ppundç 
of fait, which he receives from government. 

The Ruffian defpots have given an additional 
proof of their œconomy, in the mode they have 
prefcribed for the recruiting of the army. T^he re- 
cruits abfolutely coft the crowi^ nothing. When 
the time of furnifhing them to the army is arrived, 
and it returns every year at the firft of March, one 
man is taken for each four hundred ; but he is chp- 
fen only from the order of peafants, for in every 
quarter, and on all occafions, this unhappy clafs is 
obliged to bear every burden. This recruiting is 
made fo much the more e:^editioufly, as every no- 
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ble, by the Review^ knaws what is to be his con^ 
tingent, and no excufe can exempt him from fur- 
nifhing it. When the population of his eftate is be- 
, low four hundred, but above two hundred, he fuir 
niflies a paan every fécond time. When the popu- 
lation is below two hundred, feyeral nobles, equal 
in property, unite in furnifhing a man at the ex- 
pehce of their refpeôive peafants, whom they comr 
pel to aflfefs themfelves for this purpofe, and this 
man is* found without difficulty. Firft, becaufe e- 
very lord, who is difpleafed with one of his pea- 
fants» makes him be entcrpd among the recruits. 
Secondly, becaufe the peafant, or moft of the pea- 
fants, conlidering the lot of a foldier better than his 
own, comes to offer himfelf as a volunteer ; then 
thofe, for whom he is to go, furnifh him with fix» 
roubles for the expence of his march, if it be left 
than two hundred leagues, and with ten roubles, if 
it be above that number. 

Certain parts of Ruffia are exempted from thefe 
contributions of Recruits. The peafants of Ruffia-' 
proper and, of Finland, who fettled in Ingria are 
not fubjefted to them. None are demanded from 
the Coffacs, becaufe they have encugh to do with 
^vering the frontiers and marching as ai; Army, 
corps, when need requires them, liivonia and Et 
tpnia pay a quitrent equivalent to a contribution ^ 
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and fome diftant countries, wild or yet unfubdued» 
furniib recruits only when they pleafc. 

According to the regulations of Peter L and of 
Catharine IL (who has made many of them^ and 
flie has equalled this legiflator in the wifdom of 
fome andiurpaffed hina in others), the recruits muft 
be treated with the greateft mildneis during the firft 
year of their admiifion into the fervice, and fpend 
the three firft months in complete reft. But dr. 
cumftances and the officers, impatient to fill up the 
numbers wanting, with men fit for fervice, always 
ihorten this term of grace. 

Ws were a^ured that the number of recruits, loft 
by Ruffia during the two laft wars, with the Turks, 
wa$ immenfe» She will not be expofed to this ca« 
}amity in wars with the Turk;s alone. She will ex^ 
yrience the fame diladvantages in wars ihe may 
, have with any power whatever, by the long and 
forced marches, which muft be made by her rer 
cruits, who are fubjefted to one great evil, namely, 
the fùdden and repeated tranfition from the moft 
intenfe cold to the moft fçorching heats. 
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CHAP. xiv. 

RxrssiAN Navy.-^CronJiadt its priHcijral Jlafion.-^De^ 

fcription of this towrij and the ijle on which it isji^ 

- tuated. — Its dock-yards. — Peter L founder of the Ruf 

Jian Navy. — Rejiored by Catharine IL — Number of 

thejhips which compofe the maritime force of RuJJia. 

-^^Objiacles that mar the progrefs of this force. 

Jl HEU ftation of the navy and admiralty waff for- 
mterly on the fouth bank of the Neva, oppofite to 
the fortrefs of St Peterfburg, but every thing con^ 
nefted with the Imperisd navy haâ been tranQ)ortect 
to Cronftadt, which is about twenty-nine werft» 
(nearly twenty one Englîlh miks) from St Peterf- 
burg, three werfts from the coafts of Ingria, and 
fourteen from the coafts of Carelia. 

The harbour of this town is in the ifle of Ritzkar, 
called alfo, and more commonly, the ifle of Retow* 
Zari. Peter L chofe it as the moft fecure 6n this 
fca, and as being the moft proper, by its fitua- 
tion, to ferve as a bulwark to the capital he. had 
juft founded. In fed, the only p^age, by which 
fcips of a certain fize can approach St Peterfburg, 
is a ftrait canal to the fouth of this ifle, whereof one 

fide 
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fide is comipanded by Cronftadt, and the other hf 
Kronfchlot and the citadel. 

Kronschlot ftands on a fmall fandy ifle, and is 
only. an wooden building of a circular fofm, fur- 
Tounded by wooden fortifications, that advance into 
the fea—A garrifon of a hundred men is kept there. 
The citadel is another fmall wooden fort, built u- 
pon a neighbouring iànd bank, and may contain 
thirty foldiers. 

Every £hip muft pafs between Cronftadt and thefe 
two fmall fortreffes, where they are expofed to the 
fire of the oppofite batteries. Ii^ the other paflages, 
there is not more than eleven feet of water. ' When 
th^fe worksr were conftrufted, they might pais for 
good fortifications, but at prefent they are weak 
fcare-crows^ that would be infulted by any power- 
ful fleet, that would attempt the paflage. 

The ifle oi RetoUxZari is a point of land, or rather 
fand, in the middle of which there is a range of 
granate roclf s. By fea it is about twenty fix werfls 
from St Peterlburg, fix from the coafts of Ingria, 
and twelve from the coaftsj of Carelia. It is about 
a league in length, and half a league in breadth. 
When Peter I. conquered it from the Swedes, it 
was quite wafte, prefenting nothing to the eye but 
fome old pines blacked by the weather, and now 
there are on it about thirty thoufand inhabitants, 

inclufive 
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întliifive of about twelve thoufand failors, and fif- 
teen hundred men in the garrifon. In this ifle there 
are pafture, vegetables, and the fruits that thrive 
in northern climates ; fuch as apples^ pears, goofc* 
berries and ftrawberrics. 

Cronstadt is built on the eaftern extremity. of 
thé ifle. It is defended towards the fea by a ftrong 
mole, and towards the land by ramparts, which 
could not ftand a ferions attack, but fortunately 
there is none to be feared frqm this fide. The town 
ÎS very irregularly built, and like all in. Ruffia, oç- 
^cupies more ground than, neceflary for its inhabi- 
tants* The houfes are chiefly of wood, only thoife 
facing the harbour are of brick covered with plaif- 
ter. Among the latter we diftinguiflied the Marine 
Hofpital, the Caferns, the Marine Academy, a School, 
wherein more than three hundred and fixty Cadets 
are inftrufted and fupported at the expence of the 
crown. They are admitted at jthe age of five,' and 
may ftay till they are feventeen years old. They 
are taught drawing and mathematics, principally 
thofe branches applicable to fhip building and navi- 
gation. Thofe farthefl: advanced, make a cruife 
every, year on the Baltic ; but thefe fliort voyages 
are not fiifficient for making a feaman. Alfo with- 
out foreigners to fiU the places of pilots and officers, 
the Ruflbn navy would not haVe made fuch rapid 
progrefs, for Thefifes and Theory only reafon, and 

Vol. I. , A a examinations 
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examinations before admirals, which are their côft^ 
fequences, cannot make a failor, who with all hy 
theory knows not what he is about, when praftice 
Is neceflary. 

Cronstadt has one port for ftips of war, ancf 
another for merchantmen. Hard by the port for 
merchant men, there is a canal, a"nd feveral dry 
docks for repairing men of war. This work, be- 
gun by Peter the Great, and neglefted under hijf 
fucceffors, was not finiflied till Elizabeth's time^ 
But Catharine II. who was fenfible of its utility, was* 
eager to enlarge and complete it. Before the reiga . 
of this princefs, fliips of a certain burden only could 
be repaired there, and now it ferves for building as^ 
well as careening fliips of the line. 

At the extremity of thefe docks, thcrd is a large', 
refervoir, whichcontains enough of water to filftheni 
all. This water is afterward? pumped out by a fire-- 
engine, with a cylinder fix feet in diameter. It 
were to be wrflied, fhat they had imitated the docks 
at Brèft or Portfmouth, and iriftead of the fire-f 
pump, they had fubftituted fluices. From the head 
of the canal ta the extremity of the laft, it is four 
thoufand two hutxdred and twenty one feet. The* 
bridges of thefe docks are faced with ftone,, and the 
bottom laid with granate ; they ar^ forty feet deep, 
and a hundred and five wide, and capable of re-^ 
ceiving nine flwps of war. 

NoTHm«5 
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Nothing can give a higher idea of the ability, 
genius and perfeverancc of Peter I. than the^ ftate, 
in which he founds anfl that in which he left the 
Ruffian navy. At the beginning of his reign, he 
had not a iingle fliip on the Baltic fea« We have 
feen him employed on the lake n€;ar Taoufa and there 
Superintending the building of fmall vcffels. It was 
his genius trying its powers, and what at firft feem« 
ed only the amufement of a young man, afterwards 
produced the moft glorious event of this prince, for 
which hiftpry and pofterity already begin to ac- 
knowledge their obligations to him. * ^ , 

In the year 1695 ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^g^ ^^ AzoflF, but 
in fpite of his own efforts, and the courage of his 
troops, this enterprize was not crowned with fuc- 
cefei becaufe it was impoflible to take this town, 
without blocking up the harbour. Peter, who thea 
had not a fingle (hip, difcovered his wants, and 
was obliged not to raife the liege but to fufpend it; for 
he did not give up his plan, and his courage was ra- 
ther excited than difcouraged by this kind of re^ 
verfe. To make it up, he, with incredible difpatch 
conftruâed feveral Ihips. Some were begun at Oc- 
ca, then tfanfported over land to the Don, but at 
Voronetz, and all other ports, the greatcft part w^te 
built in leis than a year. 

He then renewed the liege of Azoff, and to the 
extreme furprife of the Turks, laid before this city^ 

A a 3 two 
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two fliips of war, twenty three galleys, two galiots 
and four fire fhips With this (mall fquadron, ' 
which had come down the Don as far as the Black 
Sea, he blocked up the port, difperfed the Turkifli 
galleys and took the city. He fignalized this afto- 
nilhing event by entering Mofcow in triumph, and 
by caufing a medal be ftrtick with an infcription in 
the R.ufSan Language to this efFeâ: ; Viâlorious by 
thunder and the waves. This fuccefs was only the 
prelude to greater exploits. As the fecurity of his 
new eonquefts on the Black Sea required a power- 
ful navy, he brought fkilful fhip-builders from eve- 
ry quarter. It was after he had fixed and fet them 
to work at Voronetz, AzofF and Taganrok, that he 
ièt out on his travels, without his own dominions. 
On his return in the year 1699 he reaped the ad- 
vantages of the attention he had pàiii. Hè took a 
general review of his naval force on the Black Sea, 
and with inexpreflible pleafure counted ten frigates, 
the largefi of which carried fifty guns, and the 
fmalleft twenty fix; but in three years afterwards 
this fame fleet was tripled, and had fhips of fixty gu..:. 
This rapid increafe, which looks like fomething 
magical, would appear incredible, if it were not at- 
tefted at great length by every hifl:orian. To thefe 
great exertions, thofe of the Romans on a fimilar 
ôccafioh after the firft Punic war, can fcarcely be 
ed, ' '"] " '• ■■ ■ 
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Peter did not ftop therç. He no fooner law 
himfelf in poifeilion of Cronftadt, than he began to 
do things aa aftonifhing on the Baltic, as thofe 
which he had executed on the Black Sea, and the 
equipment of the flçet on that fea, is an event fo 
remarkable, that it forms a kind of aera in the Chro- 
nology of the Ruffian Nation. But at Peter's death 
every thing changed appearance. His genius, his 
activity weriç not transferred to his fucceffors. The 
navy was neglected, and was in fo bad a ftate at the 
time of Catharine the Second's acceffion to the 
throne, that it may be faid of this princefs, that flie 
created it a new. Like Peter, flie invited to Ruffia 
Several Englifli fliip builders, and in particular Ad- 
miral Kjnowles, who acquired fame by his know- 
ledge of naval architefture. She likewife invited 
from Britain failors, who taught the Ruffian fai- 
Iprs, yet raw and awkward, the art of manoeuvring. 
iThder her aufpices, Europe, with aftonifliment has 
feen the Ruffian, Flag difplayed in Archipelago, and 
the Turkifli Fleet deftroyed at Tchefme^ by a fqua- 
dron come from the north. 

If a fleet confifted of hulls and rigging alone, 
Ruffia might have her's more formidable than any 
other nation, for flie has within herfelf whatever is( 
neceflary for the building and equipment of fliips. 
The printipal places for building are Crohftadt and 
4rdiangeL Thofe of Cronfladt ace b^ilt of opjc, 
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but thofe of Archangel of larch, a kind of fir that 
is not at ^ durable, efpedally in an engagements 
The oak they ufe at Çronftadt is fcar^ely of better 
quality. It conies from the provinces of Kafan and 
Aftracan, but it is tender and porous, and does not 
receive the fame preparation, that is given in the 
ilifferent parts of Europe, to Ihip timber, which is 
sallowed to lie feveral years in fait ^ater^ in order 
to make it harder and fitter for building. In Ruilia 
it is no fooner arrived in the dock yards than it is 
wrought up. The confequence is, a Ruffian flbip 
muft be repaired in fix years, and in fifteen is to- 
tally unfit for fervice. 

Ukraine and the province of Mofcow furnifh 
hemp, and mafts are found in the extenfive forefts 
between Novogorod and the Gulf of Finland, or 
in the provinces difmembered from Poland. Wi- 
burg furnifhes pitch and tar; There arc manufac^ 
tures of Sail-cloth and ropes in different provin- 
ces. In Ihort the magazines of St Peterfburg and 
- Archangel are always abundantly ftored with thefc 
various articles. 

At the end of the war 1788, the Ruffian Na^ 
vy in the ports on the Baltic confifted of, forty 
eight fliips of the line, eighteen' frigates, twdve 
prames and a hundred and twenty galleys. This 
fleet is commanded firft by the Grand- Admiral 
l^fjtJic fleet, who is the Grand Duke of Ruffia himr 
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ielf. Secondly, by the Commander-in-chief of the 
Galleys and an Admiral of the fleet. Thirdly by 
fix Vice-Admirals and eight Rear-Admirals, who? 
do the (îtity of Commodores* ThePrinèeof Naffau^ 
Siegen was the only Vice- Admiral^ and Mr Spiritow" 
the only Rear- Admiral, that were employed during 
our ftay in Ruffia. There are three orders of Cap. 
fains. Thofe of the firft have the rank of Briga-* 
dîers,* thofe of the fécond of Colonels, and thofe o£ 
the third order, have the rank of Lieutenant Co* 
lonels. They are all decorated with the 'military 
badge of St George, but they are knighta only o£ 
the fourth clafs* A navy officer, that pafies inta 
Ihe land fervice^ is advanced two fteps. In the ch:-* 
ganization of this body, Peter has fliown the value 
hè affixed to it, and the preference he gave it oveï" 
the army. The failors reap the advantages of thi* 
preference. They have more provifion^ tha» the 
foldiers, and almoft double pay. 

In ûmesf of urgent danger Ruffia could make 3 
confiderable addition to her navy, but flie would 
bring on board only an awkward multitude, for in 
^te of all the advances this empire has made in naval 
affairs; although flie has in a very flxort time become' 
more powerful on fea, than any northern ftate ; it 
may wdl be faid, that her navy is many degrees be- 
hind thofe belonging to the difièrent ftates of Europe, 
^ a level witb which flie prefunjes to place it. The 

Ruffia» 
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Ruffian riavy would ftill be in a more incomplete 
ftate, but for the Britifli and Dutch, to whom it 
is indebted for a part of what it is, with regard to 
building, manoeuvring and difcipling the fleet. But 
feveral obftacles are in the way of the farther pro- 
•grefe, of which it is fufccptible. Of thefe the chief 
are; a want of ports in the ocean, the limited extent 
of coafts belonging to Ruffia, and what fhe has, be- 
ing obftrufted with ice the greateft part of the year, 
and the fmall number of experienced feamen Ihe 
could furnifli, if flic wanted to man her fleet with 
her own fubjeds only. Ruflia has no port oi;i the 
ocean, but Archangel, and even it can be ufefuj only 
to commerce, becaufe of its great diftauce from the 
European feas, and the neceflity there is for doub- 
ling the north cape, fituated in the feventy fécond 
degree, and only in the middle of fummer, open 
for a communication with the rcfl^ of the globe. 

It is a fa£t afcertained, that a power, which pof- 
fefles only a fmall^ extent of coaft, cannot have a 
great force at fea, without very great difficulty. 
Now Ruffia has no coaft but that froni Riga and 
Wiburg to the head of the Gulf of Finland, which 
ÎS only a fpan for an empire fo extenfive, and of fo 
much the lefs value, becaufe the Gulf being confin- 
ed between two lands, without tides, and iiiacccf- 
fible for at leaft five months of the year, is not much 
fuperior to a l^e, when compared with the ocean. 

Here 
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Here we do not reckon what Ruffia has acquired 
on the black fel, nor the côafts of the white and 
frozen fea, whicli are almoft a defart, nor the inha- 
bitable countries of Kamfchatka. 

In Ihort Ruffia wants experienced failors, and will 
not have them foon, becaufe the conftitution of het 
Government ftands in the way. The flaVe, who is 
the only man in Ruffia, fit for the fatigues of the 
lea, is chained to the foil, on which he has been 
born, and the fea is the clement only of freemen. 
During the firft war that the Ruffians had with the 
Turks, chance feemed to ferve them in the diftance 
between Cronftadt and the Archipelago by the ex- 
perience, which the officers and failors acquired in 
this paffage. The Government, it is true, keeps 
eîgiiteen thoufand failors in pay, but the moft part 
of them, have never ferved. A fmall pumber in 
time of peace make fome cruifes in the Baltic, or at 
fertheft within view of the Britiih coaft. The reft 
arc in fummer employed in navigating fome fhips 
from Cronftadt to St Peterfburg, which is not an 
apprenticefliip fufficient to breed a number of fail- 
ors, who in time of war cannot be procured from 
merchant fliips; for Ruffia has almoft none, and the 
principal caufe of this deficiency is, the fevere pro- 
l&ibitions againft leaving the country without a pafT- 
port VI the admiralty form. A merchant, who 
clears a veffel, is at firft obliged to obtain leave from 

VoL^ I. B b the 



194 TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 

the admiralty ta take on board a certain nvttnhct 
of RuiSan fubje<ffe, for returning whona he is obli- 
ged to find caution for a hundred Aid forty rouble» 
for each failor. Hence it follows/ that without in^ 
fringing the fundamental laws of the empire, and 
the brazen code of flavery, it is not^'poflible to pro- 
cure a fufikient number of feamen, to arm a fleet 
on an urgent occafion. In^ fliort, a ftafe that ha* 
no diftant colonies, no confiderabfe filheriesy no ex*- 
tcnfive coafts, that can accuftom its inhabitants to 
the dangers of the fea, cannot procure €i navy capa- 
ble of being formidable to the maritime powers of 
Europe. 

The navy of Ruffia, however, with all its de- 
fects, is very fuiEcient for the defence of her coafts, 
for convoying her merchant men:, for command- 
ing refpecl on the Baltic, and for overawing the 
Turks on the Archipelago, who have not a better^ 
or rather have an inferior navy to that of Rufiia^ 
becaufe the navies of thefe two powers are in ah in- 
verfe ratio to one another. The Ruffian is growing 
better and better, while the Turkifli navy is grow- 
ing worfe and worfe every day. It is an efFeft, 
and an advantage of the good policy of the cabinet 
of St Peterfburg, that it keeps up a good under- 
ftanding with the greateft maritime powers, whom 
Ruffia fupplies with naval ftores, and who are there- 
fore interefted in keeping fair with her and in cuU 
-, tivating 
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fivfting her fricndfhip ; but flie muft not cxpcâ to 
rival them for a long time to come. 



CHAP. XV. 



Commerce^ which thé European nations carry on with 
Rujfta. — What are the bejl frequented ports of tha^ 
empire. — Archangel. — Riga. — AJlracan^'-^Gurjef — 
Derbent. — Baku. — Enzelli. — Navigation and Com- 
merce of the Black Sea-^^of the Sea of Azoff. — In- 
land Navigation of RuJJsa. — A Plan of t}>e Rujpans 
for carrying their commerce into India. 

1 HE commerce of Ruffia in Europe, that is, ii» 
the northern parts of this divifion of the globe, has 
been for a long time in the hands of the merchants 
of the Hanfe Towns* But the Britifli, who vifit 
«very quarter, having under the reign of Iwan IV^ 
caft anchor for the firft time in the harbour of Arch- 
angel, were invited by this prince to ereft fadories' 
in his fiâtes. Queen Mary upon the report of the 
cavig^ors, who had been received in Rufiia, fettled 
a company in the year 1555, for the purpofeof tra- 
ding there. Iwan granted it confiderable privi- 
leges, which the Britifli, according to their fyftem, 
ifouod means of rendering excluûve. 

T»« 
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This opening foon became to them a fource of 
advantageous fpeculations ; becaufe the trade rifing 
out of it, was'immenfe and lucrative beyond all ex- 
peébtion. It confifted chiefly in exporting from 
RufEa to the diffçrçnt countries of Europe, furs, 
hides, mafts, flax, hemp, tallow, whale-oil, tar, 
vpitch and lejitfier, and in importing from thefe 
countries into Ruflia, woollen cloths, flufis, modes, 
cotton, combed wool, &c. This branch of trade in 
the hands of t^ie Britifli, foon extended into the vafl: 
provinces, which Iwan IV. a^ famous for his con- 
quells as for his cruelties, fubjected to his empire. 
But this prince was not immortal, and his death 
changed the face of every thing. Foedor, his. fuc- 
ceflbr, far from protecting the Britilh, fuppreffed 
or reduced their privileges almoft to nothing. This . 
prince was jealous ajid hoftile to jevery thing not 
Ruffian. In the mean time, as the avarice of the mer- 
chant is as cringing, and as capable of importunity 
as that of the courtier, the Britifh by means of fub- 
xniffion fucceeded in recovering a part of their pri- 
vileges; but Boris Godunow, who afterwards caixie 
to the throne, not only would not hear of granting 
privileges, but even eftabliflied a free trade in his 
ftates ; fo that the Hanfe towns recovered their an- 
cient privileges, and rivallec} the l^ritifti with all their 
adv^antages of local fituatiqn. The. Dutch alfo camé, 
ft)r wherever the Britiflx flag flies, you foon fee the 

Batavian 
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Batavian, wiiich la the latitudes, where there are np> 
guns to face, foon becomes the ruHng flag ; becaufe 
the Dutch navigator equals the Britiih in avaride,* 
but is inferior to him in courage, and {till, more in^ 
wfources. 

The troubles, which defolated Ruflia at the time 
of the appearance of the falfe Demetrius, did much 
hurt to the trade of thefe different nations, efpêçî-. 
ally to that of the Britiih, which neverthelcfe re- 
covered itfelf under Michael Foederowitfch. It 
was annihilated under his fon Alexis, who baniihèd 
the Britifli merchants, being provoked, they fay, 
at fliedding the blood of King Charles the Firû, 
with wfeom Alexis hod bands of friendlhip, and 
treaties of alliance. This allegation is not ftridly. 
true, for the expyilfion of the Britifh from Turkey, 
took place an year before Charles' death. The real 
caufe of it was the offers made by the Dutch to pay 
a duty of fifteen per cent, on their goodls, if the 
Czar would put them in room of the Britifh. This 
took place, but did not prevent the Czar from re- 
ceiving an agent from Cromwell, fome time after 
at Archangel, and allowing the Britiih to trade in 
that port on the old footing ; yet neithter they, nor 
any other nation, could obtain of Alexis, liberty to 
trade in any other port of his empire. 

Charles the Second tried to procure for the 
Britiih nation, the re-eftabliihmçnt of a commerce 

entirely 
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entirely free, but the Earl of Carlifle, commil&oned 
to Raffia for this very purpoie, alienated rather than 
conciliated the afieAion of the Czar» in Êivour of 
the Britiih; becaufe to the haughtinefs of the cour- 
tier, he joined complete ignorance of négociations ( 
lb he obtained nothing from the Czar, but what 
he could not be refufed, namely, permiifion to trade 
in all parts of Ruflia, by paying, like other nations» . 
the cuftom hdufe duties. 

Archangel, which had been utider the Great 
Dukes and Czars, the only port belonging to Ruf- 
iia, in which there was any commerce, afterwards 
divided this advantage with St Peterfburg, and the 
ports on the Baltic. When Peter I. came to the 
Empire, he even took from Archangel its privileges 
and ancient immunities, as being hurtful to the 
freedom of commerce. Elizabeth, more eafy and 
lefs acquainted with her true interefts, again efbu 
bliihed them alL At prefent this dty carries on a 
confiderable trade. It pours into the provinces of 
Archangel, of Lower Novogorod andKalkn, the com- 
modities of Europe, and exports grain, hemp, flax» 
coarie fiu£, màftq, and tallow, which come down 
the Dwina. It is likewife the mart for the produc- 
tions of a part of Siberia, fuch as peltry and iron. 

At prefent) commerce is carried on with the 
greateft fpirit in the ports of Riga, Revel, Narva, 
j^nd Wiburg» From the firft a great quantity of 

grain. 
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griin, brought down the Dwina from the provin- 
ces of Plelkow, of Smolenfko and Novogorod, if 
exported by the Britiifa, Swedes and Dutch, and 
sdfo a foiali number of mafts. The commoditiet 
exported from other ports aA the fame with thoie 
brought from St Pcterfburg, namely, hemp, flax; 
leather, wax, tallow, tar, hair, ropes, rhubarb, 
£oarfe cloths, all forts of Ikins and peltry, caviare^ 
pot-aihes, grain, &c. 

Archangejl, which takes its name from a con«^ 
vent fituated near the place, where the city was 
built, ftands on the banks of the Dwina ninety werfts 
£rom ^he white fea. It is five fourth's of a league 
k>ng, half a league broad, and is built entirely of 
wood, except the Go/iinoi'Dwor^ or houfe of com- 
merce, which is built of bricks. The citadel^ where 
the governor refides^ is only an wooden indoiurer 
vnth, fortifix:^tions of as combuftible materials* In 
this dty there are more than two tboufand traders, 
and what is uncommon in a commercial place, Ii« 
ving there is very cheap. 

In the i6th century the RulHans carried on a 
confiderable trade on the Cafpian fea. For a loYig 
time indeed it fuffered, becaufe the caravans were 
often plundered by the Coflacs, on their way to 
Aibracan. But Alexis Michaelowitfch, having fub- 
dued thefe vagabond hordes, the roads became fafe, , 
and the commerce of Perfia revived and centered in 
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Aftracan. Merchants from Bulgaria, Crimea, 'Ar* 
inenia, Perfia, even India came thither to traffic? 
and as the Ruffian feips were then coarfely built^ 
and fubjeâ: to fliipwreck, the prince brought Ihip- 
builders from Amfterdam, in order to have fhips 
more fit for refitting the tempefts of this ftormy fea. 

The rebellion of the Coflacs on the Don, and 
hs confequent devafiations, annihilatecl this trade, 
whidh, afte;r the difperfion of the rebels, was never 
re-eftablifhed ; notwithftanding the conquefts of 
Peter the firft, the fidories he ereâred, the compa- 
pany, to which he granted an exclufive privilege, 
and the treaties of the Emprefs Anne with the king 
of Perfia to favour this company. It recovered new 
-vigour only in the year 1762, the period, wheîn the 
•Emprefs Catharine IL fupprefled the exclufive pri- 
tvilege of the company, and allowed all her fubjcfts 
to trade with Perfia. Two Ruffian confuls were 
fettled at Baku and Enzelli. After all, this princefs 
has not yet fucceeded in putting a fl:op to the con- 
traband trade, carried on in Shamakia and other 
inland towns in Perfia, by the Armenian merchants, 
who knowing the country and the language, have 
a confidcrable advantage over the Ruffians. 

AsTUACAN, the different quarters of which are 
•fcattered on the hills within its circumference, is 
built on an ifland, formed by the Wolga at its diC 
charge into the Cafpian fea. This city, inhabited 

by 
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Dy Rùflians, Armënîanè, î^érfians; Tartairs ând jcwsi 
may be cbnfidered one 6£ thfe liioft cbnfiderable 
inarts of the globe ; becaiifé by mean^ 6f the Wol- 
ga, commodities are eafîly tarried thither from thé 
Baltic ports. It is remarkable that in this dty; 
though fitiiated in latitude 47 the cold is eitremely 
fcvéré during winter, and that for two months thet 
Wolga is frozen to fuch à degi-èe, that the Heavielt 
loaded fledges can be driven over it. Oii onç of 
theie hills, which Aftràcàn ëhcompâffes, fiahdà thé 
Imperial Gardçh-Gôuhting-Houfe, whofe principal 
buflncfs is, to encourage the culture of the vine 
and to furniih fruits ib the table of the Emprefs ot 
her fcourtiers, whd make more demanda than her 
Majefiy , and reckon as nothing the labour, which 
à mèlôfa bï Aftrâcah côfts the poor gardeners,' be* 
fore it arrive at maturity fit fot their table. 

Upoi>l the bahks of the Wolga there are great fo^ 
refts belbtiging to the province of Kafan, which fur- 
tiifli malls and all forts of timber, hecefikry for the 
fcoiiftructipri of fhips deftiiied for the navigation of 
ihe Cafpiah fea, which is knbwh to be one of the 
inoft ftormy of the globe. 

This fea, on which the aricients and the modernâ 
taVe formed £6 many theories, is really a phenôme^ 
îioh. Ità length from Giirjef td Medlhetizar is a* 
bout three hundred and eighty fix werfts, and iti 
fcreadth is at ho part greater than a hundred and fe* 

Vol. L C c venty^ 



202 TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 

venty five. This fea, whofe waters arc of air ochfc* 
colour, has neither flow nor ebb, and is full of IhaU 
lows, that prevent the navigation of ihips^ which 
draw more than nine or ten feet water. 

The fifiieries there, which, are very valuable, oc- 
cupy and train many feamen. The Coflacs of Ural 
poffcfs thefe fiflieries on their coafts for the fpace of 
thirty two werfts, on both banks of the river Ural; 
and the inhabitants of Aftracan pdTefs all the reft 
belonging to RufRa. There are caught the fturgeoa 
and beluga, whofe eggs furnilh abundance of what 
the Ruffians call Caviare ; a kind of difli, of which 
they are very fond, and we fhall have occafioa 
to fpeak. . The dry and fait fifh alfo form a very 
important article in the diet of the Ruffians. ^ The . 
Cafpian fea in particular abounds with fea-dogs» 
whofe flefli the CoiTacs are very fond of, and from 
which they extract oil in confiderable quantities. 

The coafts are divided among the Ruffians, Per- 
fians, and Tartars. Gurjef and Kifliar are Ruffiaa 
ports. Gurjef is at the mouth of the Jaik. It is a 
fortrefs, and the leaft of thofe raifed along the Jaik, 
but its works are the moft regular and the bed con- 
ftrufted. It has only a fingle gate, which leads to- 
wards the river. The houfes are a hundred and 
forty in number, all of wood, except the governor's 
and powder magazine. The population confifts of 
the garrifon, çompofed of two companies of fufi- 

leers. 
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ièers, a fquadron of Coffacs, and fome Aftracan 
merchants, who carry on a little trade with the* 
Kirghis-Tartars, who border on that country. 

KwLiAR is on the eaft coaft, and covers the fron-» 
tiers towards Perfia. Formerly fliips could enter 
into the arms of the Jerek^ which runs fouth ; but 
at prefent it it fhut up by fands, and goods are un- 
loaded more than twenty five werfts from the .for- 
trefs, that is on Terek, and about feventy werfts 
from its mouth. It is inhabited by the Coffacs, and 
fome Tartars, whofe houfes are made of clay or 
bricks not burnt. From Aftracan this city receives 
European goods, befides a quantity of grain for the 
ufe of the colonies, which the Ruffians have on the 
banks of the Terek, and the inhabitants of Cauca- 
fus, who are not far diftant. The merchants in 
Kifliar carry on commerce with the ports of Perfia, 
and befides have a contraband trade with Shamakia, 
Derbent, and. even Tefflls in Georgia; but this 
trade is liable to be annoyed, and çven pillaged by 
the numerous hordes of robbers, that wander in 
thefc countries. 

Among the principal ports of the Cafpian fea be- 
longing to Perfia, the fir ft is Derbent in Shir van, 
which, they maintain, was buik by Alexander the 
Great, and called IJkander. This city is fituated at 
the foot of a mountain, which is à continuation of 
the Ufmenian mountains. It is important, on ac- 
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count of the fortrcfs, which defends it, ind which 
pâture and 2u:t have contributed to render imprcç* 
^able, or at leaft fufc^ptible of the longeft defence. 
The bulk of the inhabitants of this city arc Armc- 
|uans, and they alone poiTefe its trade, which con*» 
$&s of £ilt, filks, both raw and fought, ^at arQ 
fought from Shamakia, which is o|ily about forty-t* 
four werfts from Baku, thç {noil commodious poir^ 
pn all this fea. Baku is iituated ofi the north at th^ 
ibot of Bifchbarmak, a mountain famous for it<| 
icings of Naphta^ a kind of bitpmenous op, very 
inflammable;, of which they carry on a great trade 
in that country. The Gaurs, known under the 
ipame of Guebeirs, and worfhippers of fire, come in* 
to this canton to pay wQrlhip to God, whom they 
adore under the emblem of fire ; From this city, 
(of which alfo the Armenians have the trade)^ filk, 
fait, but efpecially plenty of naphta are exported. 
An cxtenfive trade with Perfia is alfo carried on at 
£n2;elli, or Sinfili, a city built pf bulruflies, with a^ 
grand gulph on the fputh-weft coaft. This city is 
only ten werfts from Rafcht, thç capital pf GWlan, 
yirhich ftands in the ccritiçc of this provi^icc. The 
Huffians have prcfervcd their right of having a coci- 
ful at Rafcht, with thirty foldiçrs, and a church o^ 
^hei? pwn. They carry thither European goods, 
^hich they iieU at great advantage, and faring from 
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ft jilks and fttt& mannfaétured at Qhikn^ wbich are 
ffteeiDcd the befj: In Perijia« 

The Çucharigins, a people very mnjch given tc^ 
trade, inh^lnting the fouth-wcft part of Independent 
Tartary, go in numerous caravans into RuflSbu 
There are in that empire, feveral colonies of thofe 
Tartars, that maintain a cqrrefppndençc with th^ 
fnerchants in their own country. The principal 
markets they frequent are TpmlH, Kiat^^ and O- 
renburg, of which the laft is the moft confiderahle, 
and has its chief trade with Kafkar^ Taflhent, and 
Jpxirv2L. Thefe caravans carry into Ruffia, gold and 
filyer, in Pcrfian tao^ey and Indian rupees. They 
l»ring alfo gold duû, whic^ is found in the rivers of 
Bucharia, jewels, lapis4a:^uU, fpun aiid unfpun cot« 
ton, nitre, fal amoniac, rhubarb, laipb-lkins ; and 
fdrive thither numerous flocks of fheep and horfes. 
The articles they export from Ruflia, are cloth, 
Ruflian leather, beads, jewels, iron ware, indigo, 
cochenil, &c. &c. 

The Ruffians alfo trade with China, and this 
branch of their commerce is the moft important of 
jgiH they carry on with Afia. The principal mart at 
prefent is Kiatka, a place fituated on the frontiers 
bf the two empires. It is always provided abun- 
dantly with every kind of goods that can be got, 
which the Chinefe buy up very keenly. The total 
^alue of this trade, in exports and imports, is for 

Ruifia 
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Ruffia an objeâ of about four millions of roubles ; 
that is upwards of feven hundred thoufand pounds 
fierltng. 

Peter the Great was the firft fovereign of Ru& 
£a, who attempted to open the navigation of the 
fea of Azoff, and of the Black Sea, and export the 
produce of his own fiâtes by this channel. This fa- 
vourite plan feemed to be on the point of being real- ' 
îfed by the conqueft of Azoff, and the eredion of 
the fortreis of Taganrok, when all thefe grand de- 
figns were annihilated by the unfortunate campaign 
m the year. 1 7 1 1, that ended in the peace of Pruth ; * 
a peace bought by the ceffion of Azoff, of Taganrok , 
and by abandoning the commerce of the Black Sea. 
From that time the Ruffians have been conftantly re- 
jeâed by the Turks with that haughtinefs, which 
is the.confequence of an invidious jealoufy of divi- 
ding with them the navigation of their feas ; and 
this prohibition has been between the Turks and 
Catharine IL the fource of a feries of wars, in which 
both fides, rather exhaufted than reconciled, laid 
down their arms, only to take them up again with 
more fury. At laft Catharine has proved victorious, 
and her viftories have procured to the Ruffians the 
free navigation of all the feas of Turkey ; the right 
of paffing through the Dardanelles, with all the 
franchifes relating to commerce, granted by the 
Turks to the nations they favour moft ^ the po&f- 

fion 
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fiôn of AzoflF, of Taganzok, of the fortreflfe^ of Kin- 
burn, Kertfh,.and Yenicale, and a very extenfive 
territory between the Bog and the Dnieper. With 
the command of the mouth of the Borifthenes» 
Ruffia has built the dty Cherfon in th^e Crimea» 
with the intention of making it a free port, to pre- 
pare for the two empires the means of a more ex- 
tenfive trade ; but thefe plans had to combat every 
obftacle at firft, and had not acquired any confif- 
tency, when war again broke out in the year 1787. 
iNotwithftanding the frefh fuccefles of the Ruffian^» 
it is probable that this extremity of Europe will be 
capable of extenfive commerce, only in proportion 
as the neighbouring regions fhall become civilized. 
A communication better eftablifhed between the 
Black fea and the eaftern part of Europe, and be- 
tween that fame fea and the center of Afia, by its 
vicinity to the Cafpian fea, might give to the ex- 
changes of Europe greater eafe and refources ; but 
it is only in a long fucceflion of years that one can 
difcover this revolution, in which Ruffia will^ not 
engage, or will not be able to engage, till (he Ihall 
have acquired in Europe a greater degree of influ- 
ence, at which Ihe will doubtlefs arrive, if the lue- 
cefibrs of Catharine II. refemble her ; for in an ar- 
bitrary government, the fate of the empire depends 
wholly on the will of the prince. One or many ge- 
niufes fucceeding one another, make it flourifh; but 

if 
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îf one or more weak men come after thcfc, ail ti 
jbft, JtU k deftroyed ; like a field which the arm of 
kbour has cultivated, 2lnd that of ldlene& fu£^ré to 
be again bVer-nin with brambles. Accordiiig to the 
ââivity àf Catharine, ahd the hopes that tbe Grand 
Dake furhilhes, many fpéculatîohs hâve been màd^ 
6n the extent and tbe value of the commerce, whicK 
Ruffia will be able to catry on iii the Black fea, and 
upon the revdlutidn, which will be thé confequenct^ 
6f this removal df a part df the Baltic commerce td 
the ports of the Méditerrâneaii; It is looked on a^, 
à thing certiin, that the fouthcfh pîrdvîncès of Ruf- 
fia, will by thefé means procure an outlet for es:- 
poiting their fyperfluoiis prrodùaions j that the Rut 
fian fhips will open to themfelves, ai very advanta- 
geous trade with the Crimeaj and the Auflrian pro^ 
irinees through Kilîâ Nova, with the Ttirks ait Coiï-î 
ftaiitinople, and with thé Greeks of thé Levant ; 
That the iroh of Siberia, the graiin, hemp and flax 
tif Ukraine will be brought into the ports of 
the Black fea^ and through the Dardafiellés into? 
thé ports df the Mediterranean ^ and that thuS 
France and Spain will provide themfelves with naÈ- 
ial ftores, much more eafily and at a cheaper tatc 
than from the Baltic fea, arid the northern ocean; 
'thefe plans, which have appeared only chitaerical 
dreams to thofë, Who dd not tefleft on ttq won- 
ders, which a perfeverance fo indefatigable as thk 
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of the Ruffians is capable of producing ; tliefe plans 
are already realifed in a great degree, and it is pro- 
bable that circumftagces and Ruffian patience, which 
nothing difcourages, will one day accompliih them 
ap. 

Equally indefatigable and greedy of gain, the 
Ruffians carry to Conftantinople and GalHpoli, 
which are the principal ports on the fca of the Mar- 
mora, peltry, leather, fail-cloth, cordage,, anchors, 
tar, pitch, fteel, iron, falt-fifh,- caviare, butter, fea- 
horfe-tcethj wax, tea, mulk, caftor oil, colours, pa- 
per, coarfe ftuflf and corn. There they buy raw and 
wrought fltk, cotton fluffs, muflins, turkey ftufïs, 
carpets. Angora-goats hair, Greek wines, oil^ and all 
forts of fruits, tobacco, pipes, fpiceries, fafiron, ofri- 
um^ and other drugs, pearls, precious fiones, gold, 
filver, &c. 

It is fince the ceffions, that the Turks have beea 
obliged to make to Ruffia, that this trade, and that 
carried on upon the fea of Azoff, has r«ally been 
able to take the name of commerce. The objets 
granted are confiderable, and of the greateft impor- 
tance to Ruffia. Firft flic obtained the country 
round the fea of Azoff. Secondly, all the Crimea ; 
thirdly, the fortrefs of Kinburn, and fourthly, the 
country between the Dnieper and the Bog. Wc 
arc gcAtig to give an idea of the importance of tUefe 
^ffemt^effions. ^ 

Vox^L . Dd Th% 
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The diftrift fituatcd along the fea of Aioff, cdtfP 
preliendd^ befides a great extent of counti^ ta thcî 
eaft and weft, the fortrefles of Azoff, of Taganrofc 
and of Peterof &• The firft b no more of the Êtnc 
importance that k was under Peter I. The branch 
of the Doii, oh which it h built, is at prefcnt fa 
gorged with^fand^ that the fmalleft ihips have much 
difficulty in entering it^ The goods wliieh were 
formerly carried to Azoff, are now c^nimonlj 
landed at Taganrok and at Petefofik. Merchant 
Vefiels are buUt at St Demetri or Roftof, whence^ 
they come down the Don by andthei" branch of thi^ 
nver. In the harbour of Taiganrok there is only, 
fcven feet of water^ fo that véffels defigned for this 
harbour iniîû, draw only five or fix. Catharine^ 
itt^hofe,eye extends every, where, has made thb city 
hiucii more convenient by fevefal magaz^inesand 
other ][)uildings, which (he caiifed be ereâed du« 
ring the war befoire laft, Befides the fsdlors, who. 
frequent thefe paflages^ put a particular value ont. 
thé falubrity of the air, they breathe at Tagamrok.- 

PiTEROFSK, built during the fécond war, which 
Ruffia has had with the Turks, fiands at the mouth 
of the Broda, and commands the frontiers^of Tur-i 
key. The fituation of its harbour is^ moft advanta*». 
geous, becaufe it has a dire^ cotnmuliicattûft with 
the ports of the Crimea, and it is deeper thaû that, 
of Taganrok. Before the Ruffians becaioe laaAei». 
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jot tbe Crimea, thefe fortreffes had full command 
<rf the uavigation of the fea of Azoff, and the coun- 
try firft ceded by the Turks was guarded by a chain* 
of little forts, which ftill extends from Petcroflk to 
the Dnieper. 

The forts of Kertfch and Yenicale oa the eaft 
coaft of the Crimea, and near the north entry of 
the canal of Caffa, were of the greateft importance 
before ][the laft war, becaufe they commanded the 
pa£&ge of the north fea to the fea of Azoff. 

Kin BURN fituated a&the mouth of the Dnieper, 
and oppofite to Oczakow, was the only Karbour, 
that the Ruffians poiTeffe^ on the black fea. Before 
they had feized bn Oczakow, it bordered with th«- 
frontiers of the territory of the Turks and made 
them refpeâ thofe of Ruffia. It might yet hamper 
thdr navigation on the Dnieper. This place wa^ 
idefHned to be the principal mart for the com- 
modities fent from the provinces, through which 
this river runs ; but the port furnifhing no (afe an- 
chorage, becaufe of the Ihifting fands, the new city 
of Cherfon is become the real market of the trade 
carried on in that latitude. , ' 

The pofleflion of the territory, between the Boff 
and the Dnieper, likewife opens a fafe communica-' 
tion between the Black fea and the beautiful pror . 
vinces, through which the Dnieper runs. This im- 
Borttet territory, fo effential to the exiftence of thîf 
. P d a np^ 
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toew trade, was principally inhabited by bordas o£ 
wandering Tartars, and by Saporovian Cofiacs, i^bo 
dwelt in thé Dnieper, and rendered its navigation 
very dangerous by their piracies. 

The Ruffian provinces moft interefted in thisi 
trade, becaufe they lie on the Dnieper and the Don, 
are thofe of Smolenflto, Mohilof, Ukraine, New 
Ruflia, Bielogorod, Woronetz, Slobodikai, and 
'Azoff. This vaft country abounds with all forts of 
grain, hemp, flax, leather, mafts, logs, hpney, wax, 
and tobacco. The Emprefe has already caufed fe^ 
veral cities be bulk in the countries which have beea 
ceded to her by the Turks, of which the principal 
sure Gherfdn, Catharinenfiaf and Marianopoli. 

Cherson ftands on the Dnieper, about twdve 
werfts below the mouth of the Ingul, apd is built 
chiefly of hewn ftonc. It is defigned to be the prtn- 
dpal market of thefe provinces, but if thi$ commerce 
become extenfive, this market will be better placed 
in fome other place, below the bar of the Dnieper, 
that is about fifteen^werfts to the fouth of Clierfon. 
There is in this city a Dockyard for the conttruq- 
tion of large fliips, and feveral men of war and fri- 
gates, as well as merchant ihips, have been already 
launched. 

Catharinenslaf, or the Glory of Gatibarine, 
IS built not far from the place where the littJe river 
^ liltzin runs into the Samara,. ^bA is to be the 

capital 
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câf^tal of the government of AzoE Here i$ a cOf 
Jony of GreciK» and Armenians come from the Cri» 
Hïea. Here are alfo other fettlers come from dîfife* 
Tcht nations, who have done material feryic^ t<j 
Kuffia, in the different wars they have had with th^ 
lurks. 

Marianopoli was b]ailt on the coaft of the ie^ 
of AzofF, between the rivers Mius and C^mius. 
Thefc three cities, as well as the numerous villages» 
that have been eredled in a country, which was in- 
habited only by vagabond hordes, are at this day 
full of Ruffians, Armenians, Greeks and Tartar», 
who have forfaken their wandering life. 

The eye of a traveller, who in Gernuny and 
Hungary has a<3mired the majeftic courfe of the. 
Rhine and itbfe Danube, is very differently furprifeds 
ft^hen he arrives and runs over the banks of the Doa 
;ind Dnieper, which forta the communication be- 
tween the provinces, which we have juft mentioned^ 
and the feas of Turkey. 

The Don has its fôurce in the little lake of St 
John, Hear to Tula, in the government of Mo£cow, 
and after having traverfed a part of the province$ 
of Woronetz, Ukraine, Slobbdikai, and all the pro- 
vince of Azoff, it divides into three branches, i^ear 
Tcherlkaik, which Ipfe themfelyes in the &a of Ar 
zoff. This river has fo many windings, and .is 6^ 
ivU of ihaUowi^ that it can fcarcely be navigated but 

in 
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in fpring, and when the (hows melt. Its mouth is 
alio fo gorged with Ëuids, that, ex^cept during this 
feafon, flat bottomed boats only can pafs iùto the 
fea of Azoffr The countries, through which the 
Don runs, are covered with vaft forefts, of which 
the wood is floated as far as St Demetri and Roilof, 
where frigates arc conftruded for the fea of Azoff. 

The navigation of thé Don will become ve^y ad- 
vantageous, if fuccefs attend the attempts to tran- 
i^rt the iron of Siberia, and^the commodities of 
China and Perfia, by this river, into the Black fea. 
|t was by this channel that they, as well as the pro- 
duâions of India, formerly arrivied. 

Sometimes the iron of Siberia, and the commo-^ 
dities of China, are fent by àieans of different ca- 
nals, as far as the Wolga. The à)mmodities of Per- 
£a are alfo tranfported as far as the Don acrols the 
Cafpian fea, and froni the Wolga to the Don there 
as a paflage of no more than eighteen werfts. 

Since the Ruflians acquired a part of Lithuania, 
and the country between the Don and the Dnieper ; 
and fince the Saporovian Coflacs have been wholly 
difperfed or kept under; the navigation of the 
Dnieper has become lefs changerons. The river has 
licen freed from various obûruâions, and now it 
jruns freely from its fource to its mouth in the pro- 
vinces of the Ruflian empire* 

/ Altuoxjoh 
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Although the courfe of this rivef be more thàtf 
&re hundred and thirty werfts, its navigation is in^* 
terrupted only once by a feries of cataraâs, which 
be^n below the place, where this river receives thd 
Samara, and extend the length of thirty werftSé 
They are however not fo dangerous as reprefented, 
and may in the fpring be pafied by loaded barks^ 
even without much danger* At other fes\fons^ 
goods are unloaded at Kameufk, oppolite the mouth. 
of the Samara. Thence they are carried over land 
to Kitchafk, which is only about thirty werfis o£ 
There they are embarked anew to be carried down 
to Cherfon without interruption. If this trade re- 
ceive much addition, this river by laying out fome 
shillions of roubles, might be made navigable in all 
fi^fons of the year, in fpite of thefe cataraâs. 

The eftablifhment of a trade between the portd 
of the Black fea and thofe of the Mediterranean^ 
has been encouraged by the Emprefs. She has dU 
Ininifhed the duties on exports and imports, and 
helped to form a company for carrying on the com- 
merce of the Black fea. 

After the peace in 1785, four fliipa for the firft 
time failed for St Peterfburg, with a cargo confift- 
ing of iron, flax, hemp, fail cloth, fkins, &c. This 
fquadron was fitted out at the expence of the Em* 
prefs, who gave up all the profits to the new com- 
pany. But the jcaloufy of the Turks, ruined this 

enterprize*^ 
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enterpritc. Under diflferent pretences, they pre- 
VfDted the {hips from palfing the Dardanelles. The 
cargoes were'lbld in the Levant, and Mediterranean^ 
and the veflels returned, ij(ithout having gained 
their principal objeft. Freflb troubles, which rofc 
refpeding the Crimea prevented the formation of 
new adventures of this kind till the year 1779, 
but fince the peace, which was concluded at that 
period between the Ruffians and Turks, feversd* 
Greek veffcls under the Ruffian flag, coming from 
Azoflf, and the Black iea, have with freedom, pa& 
fed the Dardanelles. This paffage is only difputed 
with the Ruffians, when the Turk forgetting his 
h& defeat, and his forces not engaged with thofe of 
Europe, wi(bes once mor^to ti;)[the fate of arms; and 
he n^everwiihes to do this, till he be fiirred up hf 
the Imans, Opium, or fome foreign power, that 
wants to produce a diverfion, in order to draw ad^ 
vantage from it. 

This is the way by which the Ruffians attempted 
to free this famous paffage, which to them now id 
no more an obftacle. A ihip of their naition, b6« 
longing to government, and loaded with fait beef, 
in the year 1780, failed from Cherfori for the port 
of Toulon. She was allowed to pafs as far as the 
Dardanelles; and was foon followed by other five, 
loaded with iron, which got fortunately into th^ 
ports of the Archipelago. In the month of Noycttif- 
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ber 1 78 1, a like number of fliîps fsdled from Cher-. 
fo3Q for the ports of France, with cargoes of hemp 
and tobacco, and their voyages had the fame fuc* 
cds. In fliort, in the year 1784, fome other 
^eflfds made the fame voyage, but the laft war in- 
terrupted this rifing commerce, which fome writers 
have reprefented as capable of caufing a fpeedy revo- 
lution, in the general commerce of Europe, and 
yet it is nothing, or almoft nothing, 

Wb fhall add to the details juft now given, and 
for the honour of the Sovereigns of kuffia, that there 
is no ftate on earth, where inland navigation is fo 
cxtenfive as that of the Ruffian Empire. In fliort, 
goods may be tranfported by water jto the ,difl:ancc 
of near three thoufand werfts, that is to fay, from 
the frontiers of China to St Peterfburg without any 
interruption, but that of a fpace of about forty 
werfts. They may alfo be tranfported, without 
. being difembarked even a fingle time, from Aftra- 
can to St Peterfburg, an extent of nine hundred 
and fifty werfts. 

The communication by water from St Peterfburg 
to Aftracan, or what is the fame thing, from the 
Baltic to the Cafpian lea, is formed by the famous 
canal from Wiftinei-Wolofhok, which is worthy of 
the reign of Catharine II, and in refpeft of the la- 
bours it has caufed, exceeds the immortal works of 
the Romans, and equals their folidity, 

Yoh. J. X E e Russia 
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Russia, which is the country for plang, 5«*crtf* 
6f the cxecntion of fcvcral has aftonifbed Europe, 
formed one of themoft gigantic in the year 1 7^3. k 
is true, it was upon an extraordinary occafion. Ihriven * 
from their ordinary road by the war, wliicb Hydcr 
Ally and the Britifli were making on one another, 
ibme merchants to the north of Bengal^ after ha« 
ving traverfed immenfe countries, had come with 
their goods to the frontiers of* Sîberiîi, where they 
had been received with tranfport, and they -had 
promifed to return* , The boatd of trade at St Pe- 
ferfburg, being infornied of this novelty, had ïm^ 
mediately projected a branch of commerce with the 
Indians, and to forward it, they had fitted out a 
Sect at Aftracan, to feizc upon Aftrabad, which is 
the moft fouthcrly port erf the Cafpian fca, and the 
fpot whither the Indians coiild moft convenientfy 
eomc to trade. But the Kadfchares, an invincible 
people, who abhor flavery, and can defend theoK- 
felves agaiï^ft it, difperfed the fleet, and tte enter- 
prife had the moft miferable fuccefe* In the mean 
time, the court of RtiiEa W2is not difcouraged by 
that, and till a more favourable opportunity delay- 
ed a fécond attempt, on which ibe entered with fo 
much the more propriety, as the inland navigation 
eftabliflied between St Petcrlburg and Aftracan, 
muft extend the views of Ruffia to the trade of In- 
dia j becaufe by eftabHibing thi» communication, . 

ihe 
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fte removed the obftack the moft difficult to be 
furtnounted, by the commerce that may be carried 
on in this quarter. But if ever Ruffia Succeed in 
this attempt, the India trade will be annihilated in 
England, which flouriflies only by means of it, and 
in France, which has the moft powerful motives for 
re^eftabliihing the commerce there, which fhe had 
from the time of the famous Duplex. Thefc two 
powers, which have long been rivals and will at laft 
be friends, will doubtlefs oppofe the plans of Rui- 
fia, that not many years ago was in th^ balance of 
Europe only a fuperfluous weight, of little account, 
but either is or pretends to be, at this moment, n 
preponderating weight, which will foon make thôfe 
of greater influence than herfetf vaniih in this chi^ 
merical balance,' which fortune lifts or depreffes it 
faer pleafurce 
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MiNSs in RuJta.'^Tho/e ofWoet/k.—OfBere/b/oka.^ 
OfKoliwan. — Of KertfchinJk.^The fait pits of Strg- 
ganoff. — Of the Heck and Siberia. 

One of the moft extenfive branches of commerce 

in Ruffia» is that, which arifes from the mines; they 

ft^rm an import wt. article in the revenues of t^ 

E c a JEinpreft 
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Emprds. As a prerogative of the crown, flie poC- 
fcffes all thofe mines, which yield gold and filver, that 
have been, or may be difcovered on all the lands of 
her dominions. As for the brafs and iron mines, 
ihe works fome on her own account, and thefe are 
the moft valuable^ Others are given up to the pro- 
prietors of the eftates, in which they are iituated, 
or to the perfon who has difcovered them, qn cop- 
dition of a certain confideration being paid to the 
crown, and an indemnity annually, or at once^ be- 
ing paid to the proprietors of the eftates. 

The mines of Woetfl^, iituated near Olonetz, be- 
tween the lake of Onega and the White fea, are the 
£rfi which the Ruffians had. Gold has beein dug 
in them, but at fo great expence, that they have been 
given up feveral times. Catharine II. ordered the 
works to be refumed in 177^4, on plans Jcfs expen- 
five. But the undertaking is far from being lucra- 
tive, for the mines do not furnilh annually more 
than ninety five hundred weight pf copper, and 
nine pounds of gold duff.' 

The mines difcovered in the neighbourhood of 
Catharineburgi between the Pifchma and the Berc- 
fofoka, arid pofterior to thofe jufli: nientioned, aU 
though pompoufly narhed Gold-Mines by the Ruf- 
fians, are only copper- fnines ; 'becaufe the gold 
wrought in them is to copper, as one to thirty, 
and the annual pto4uc^ of this priécious metal never 
.', - r exceeds 
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exceeds two hundred and fixty fix, and is often 
beiow two hundred and thirty three pounds; which 
would not pay the expence of working, if manu4 
labour were not at a low rate in thefe countries^ 
and if in addition to all th^t, for the misfortune of 
Jbuqoanity, the defpot did not employ the imjuftre- 
fource of ayerages, which are fo fatal to the UAfpr^ 
lunate pe^fant, who would perilh under the knout, 
if he dared to conceal the fmalleft quantity of thç 
mineral, which is watered with his fweat. 

The mines of Ruffia, the moft famous and which 
jmake the beft return for the labours of the unfortUr 
fiate people employed in them, are thpfe of Koliwan^ 
between the Qby ajnd the Mfch, on the frontiers 
of Siberia, and towards the country, which the 
Chinefe Kalmuck inhabit, Thefe mines were difco- 
yered in the year 1735, by Jakins Nikitifch Demi- 
^off, a merchant in Mofcow, as famous for his fin- 
gularities as his riches* Some Peafants in the neigh- 
Ibourhood of the Qby had loft fome cattle, and were 
traverfing the country in fearch of them, when 
fome confiderable bits of minerals were noticed a- 
noong their feet. They brought famples of them 
jto Demidoff, who had founderies in their country, 
and told' him the place whence they had taken them. 
Being better informed than thefe countrymen, De- 
midoff knew the value of the articles they had found, 
and flew to Mofcow to folicit letters patent, to per- 
mit 
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mit him to work the rich treafure, contained in the 
mountains of KoUwin. What is fingular, and proves 
the ignorance of the Ruffians is, that the college of 
mines, who iaw thefe (amples, granted a pjSKteut on^ 
ly for copper mines, whilft Demidoff extraâed two 
^hs of filver from his minerals. In fiknce and fe<- 
crecy be continued this gainful work for near twezi» 
Cy years. Then rich enough, or afraid (rf being^be^ 
trayed, and it is aftonifhing he vfks 'not, he deliver- 
ed up his grant to the Empreis, and received from 
her under the name of indemnity, an annuity of 
three thoufand roubles. The filver dug from the^ 
mines is mixed with the proportion of three to sui ' 
hundred parts of gold, and is fent to St Pctcrfburg» 
From the accounts of the board of mines, thofe of 
Koliwan produced, fince they were difcovered in 
. 17251111 1786, about three millions five hundred 
and twenty thbufand pounds of filver, and forty 
eight thoufand pounds of gold, which yields at zn 
average, a produce of fifty nine thoufand pounds 
of filver, and fîxteen hundred pounds of gold pc* 
annum. 

The mines and founderies of Koliwan employ 
near forty thoufand men, exclufive of the peafants 
m the neighbourhood of Tomfk and Kufnetz, who 
redeem their capitation tax by cutting wood, ftir- 
iiifhing charcoal, and tranfporting the mineral to the 
fpunder^s. 

Smci: 
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SiNCB the year 1 76$ the board gf mines have diù 
cOYered a way of paying the expences of working 
thofe of KoUwari, by coining the copper drawn 
from them» which was in a manner thrown away^ 
on account of the carriage, which was abfohitely 
neceffary to make it an advantageous concern. Now 
it is carried to Suzunfkoi, which is fome werib 
from thence, where it is coined into pieces of two 
copeks, with whith the workmen are paid. The 
filver caft into ingots in the fame city, is tranfport- 
cd to St Pcterfburg by convoy, when the feafon 
permits. 

Nhxt to the mines of Koliwan, the Ruffians 
place thofeof Nertfchin&, iituated on the Nertfcha, 
towards the frontiers of China, to the fouth eaft of 
Siberia ; and thofe of Argunfkoi on the banks of 
j&rgun, iituated almoft in the fame country. They 
are eren thought more produâive than thofe of 
Koliwan, although lefe abundant^ becaufe they re- 
quire l^s manual labour, and befides thofe of Koli* 
wan want the lead neceflary for working them, and 
to remedy this deficiency, it muft be brought from 
England. The mines of Argun and Nertfcbinlk 
produced from the year 1741 till 1786, upwards 
of forty eight thoufand two hundred and fixty fix 
pounds of filver, and eight hundred pounds of gold. 

It is principally in the mines of Nertfchinlk, thaf 
the ariminals tranfpoxrted into Siberia are employed. 

Never 
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Never lefs than two thoufand of them arc there, 
and yet they conftitute no more than a fifth of the 
hands employed in working thefe mines. 

The other, mines in Ruffia are not fo important, 
and lefs valuable than thefe. The crown has giveq 
them for the workings or has ceded the property 
for a compenfation. Many of them belong to the 
houfe of Schuwalow, and to the diflferent families 
ofDemidofF. 

In fpite of the ignorance in mineralogy, with 
which fome travellers have reproached the Ruffians, 
it has been remarked that thefe people work their 
mines with much more advantage than ever the 
Spaniards did thofe of Potofi or Peru, and that the 
difference in favour of the Ruffians was eighty per 
cent, on gold, and fifty per cent, on filyer. The 
advantage, it is faid, depends on this ; the Spàni« 
ards ufe quick-filver inftead of lead, and the for* 
mer is not only more hurtful to the health of the 
workmen than the latter is, but alfo caufes a great- 
er evaporation in the parts of the gold. 

In à country where vegetation is almoft in every 
quarter nipped by the rigour of the climate, the 
riches, which mines yield, are doubtlefs an inefti- 
mable, refource. But if the Sovereigns of Ruffia, 
inftead of thinking on peopling their dominions, 
which have fo much need of population, preferve 
this warlike fpirit, which not only deftroys popu- 
lation . 
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îatîon, but makes defarts of the fineft countries; 
the immenfe treafures. that Siberia contains, and 
cannot be torn from the earth, but by force of arms, 
will become an ufelefs gift, which nature feems to 
have fent them, as an indemnification for thofe flxe 
denies, in a country, where flie appears, only bar- 
ren or a harfh ftep mother. Gmelin, Pallas, and 
Abbe Chappe, who have travelled over Siberia, un- 
animoufiy agree, that the mines of this country arc 
înexhauftible in the ftrifteft fenfe of the expreflion^ 
but the greater part, or perhaps the better part ftill. 
want hands to work them. It is therefore, a 
long reign of peace that the Ruffians heed, in order to 
enjoy thefe bleflings; if gold be at all times a bleffing. 

The inexpreffible advantage, that^Ruffia may draw 
from her mines j had not efcaped the fàgacity.of Pe- 
ter I. and to be convinced of this, it is only neceflary 
to read "the multitude of regulations on this head. 
He granted not only in his own name, but in that of 
his fucceflbrs, the pr'elervation of the privileges o£ 
thofe, who fliould undertake the working of mines* 
His pleafui'e was, that every perfon who difcoveired 
a mine on the eftate of another, fhould receive from 
the proprietor a great recompence ; that if fuch 
mine was not begun to be wrought within the year, 
the perfon who difcovered the mine, fliould have a 
right to work it, and that the land fliould belong 
to him, within the circumference of a circle of two 

Vol. I. ' F f hundred 
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hundred fathoms diartieter, for making to the prou 
prietpr, an annual payment of two per cent, for the 
favour, and as much to the crown for every mine 
not producing gold nor filver. Thofe of the laft 
clafs, adds the law of Peter !• Ihall belong to the 
difcoverer, wherever they be fituated, and on the 
fingle* condition, that he fell the produce to the crown 
only. The bowels of the earth were not however 
opened, even after all thefe encouragements. Either 
timid or defedive in calculation, the Ruffians thcnt 
averfe to induftry, were ajt firft afraid of the even- 
tual expence, and they remained in a ftate of inac- 
tion. But Peter, who fpeculated alone, better than 
all the Ruffians together, undertook the mines sd- 
ready difcovered,. on his own account, and made 
of them immenie profit. The courtiers then imita- "■ 
ted their mafter, and thence the mines of Schuna- 
low and DemidofF. 

For the purpofe of improving this branch of ad- 
miniftration, the fchool of mines was inftituted at 
St Peterfburg, where the young people, who are 
' admitted, ftudy all the parts -of mineralogy. When 
they are inftrucled they are fent into, Siberia, where 
they direâ: the principal mines. It is faid, that this 
fchool has produced fome excellent fcholars, who 
by proceedings as fimple as ingenious, have faved, 
in the mines under their diredion, the fweat of 

the 
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tlie nâferable, and augmented the produce of the 
works. 

The fak pits would be an objcâ: of as much im- 
portance to the Ruffians, as the mines are, if they 
were wrought with (kill and fidelity, but the eyç 
of the maft^er cannot be extended to the extremities 
of fo vafl: a horizon as that, under which the im? 
menfe regions of Ruffia lie. He fees only what is 
around himfelf, and thofe intçrefted in cheating 
him contraâ this horizon as much as poffible, and 
prefent it to him always under flattering appearances^ 

Peter I. made in this department of govern- 
ment fome wife laws, which have been improved 
by' his fucceflbrs, and by Catharine II. in particular, 
who has profited by the experience, which is the 
refult of time, and by the abufes, which it difcovers. 
Yet, in fpite of thefe precautions, the inhabitants 
of that empire are obliged to fetch fait from Spain, 
while magazines eftabliflied with wifdom, in dif- 
ferent parts of the empire, would not only providç 
Rufiia and the adjacent provinces, but alfo the coun-. 
tries. lying on the Baltic, and thofe lying towards 
the north, which are deprived of this mineral, of 
the firft neceffity-^ for there arc falt-pits in almoft 
aU Rufiia. One of the mod famous is iii the go- 
"vemment of Kafan, and belongs to the family of 
8trogano£f, who have been in pbflefiion of itf fince 
çver it was wrought. That fituated near Orenburg, 

fU PR 
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on the borders of the Heck, is the moft pro(^u6tive, 
and furniflies the largeft field for obfervation to the 
naturalift, who runs over it. The fa)t of this pit 
is moft beautiful, and of the beft quality. It i^ 
taken from a kind of rock about four werfts frotn 
the river. The length of the rock is eight hund- 
red fathoms,^ and the breadth about five hundred. 
It is fo folid, that it has not yet been poflible to 
found it. With a miner's wimble, however, they 
have penetrated to the depth of twenty feven fa- 
thoms ; but time, . fweat, and inftruments, have 
not afcertained a complete knqwledge of the depth 
ofthismafs. 

From the year 1784 till 1787, more than a mil- 
lion of pouds* of fait, were takcp from this rock, 
and tranfported into different parts of the empire, 
by the Wolga, the Biela and the Kama. The work- 
men in this mine, who amount to two hupdred, 
receive half a copek for every poud of fait, they 
prepare for tranfpbrtation, and to do this, they have 
only to cut the rock, which refifts the pick-axe, like 
the moft folid rock, but in a certain d^reftion, it 
fplits with the force of a pin. They get fix copeks 
for tranfporting ^poud from the miné to the little 
ry^er of Afchkaeer, where it is fliipped for Oren- 
burg, and the neighboitiring markets. This fait is 

; fold 

* A poud is a Ryifian weight of forty pounds— about thirty feveç 
BnglUb, " • • V 
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fold in the country at twenty five or thirty copeks 
the poud; which is about a half penny the Engliflx 
pound. It is calculated that this pit may yet fur- 
niih fait for near two centuries, fuppofing the depth 
to be no greater than it is already known to be. 
In order that the working may be more produftive, 
anu lefs expenfive, the government has lately made 
&a agreement with fome Coflacs, who are to dig 
ti ty thoufend pouds a year, and tranfport them 
r • the magazines of Orenburg. There are in the 
x.eîghbourhood of this pit, fome very deep lakes of 
fair water, to which great virtue is affigned by the 
Kirghis, and in which they bathe of their own ac- 
cord, when afflifted with the leaft difeafe. The* 
phyficians, who have had an opportunity of judging 
of thefe baths, all agree, that they are good for all 
pedicular difeafes. There is one aftonifliing circum- 
flance attending thefe waters, namely, their furfacc 
is aà cold as ice, while the deeper you plunge, the 
warmer you becqme, and at the bottom, no perfon 
can ftay more than two or three minutes. To the iti- 
vefttgators of the fecrets of nature, we leave the office 
of explaining this phenomenon, which is attributed _ 
to the adion of the rays of the fun on the fait par- 
ticles, with which thefe watçrs are impregnated. 

There are alfo fome confiderable fait pits in the 

neighbourhood of Bachmut, near Donetz, which 

is j^n arm of the Don. They belong to the crown, 

^ / ancj 
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imddonot yield it more thaa fifty^fivc thoufand 
roubles a year. This is owing to the avarice of the 
managers, who are too far dift^t^ for their con* 
duâ: to be inquired into ; and no people have nioie 
lieed of being called to account than: the Ruffians» 
whm they poflefs any truft. Every nation, that 
like them lives under the yoke of defpotifm, re- 
fembles them in this point. This refemblance ought 
not to aftoniih us, iince it is inherent in human na- 
ture* The fiave, who watches the nioment, when 
his mafter turns away his ey^, to fieal fomething 
from him, is the image of the Ruffian, of the Turk, 
of almoft all the unhappy flaVes of Germany, and 
perhaps alfo of the folemn Spaniard, who is this 
day as near a ftate of flavery as the Turk. 

Next to the fait pits juft defcribed, thofe of Su 
beria would be the mofi important, and would ex** 
ceed them even in produce, if they were attend- 
ed to, and received the working, of which they 
are fufceptible. But the want of hands, the dif- 
tance, which renders carriage Very coftly, and the 
rigour of the climate are obftacles, which oppofe the 
revival of thefe fidt pits, which any other where, 
would be a treafure, for which nature would be 
thankfully acknowledged» 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIL 

Os the civilization of the RuJJiam^ mi wbatjhould bé 
thought of it. — The houfes of the Great.-^Their way 
of life.-^That of the common people.-^Their food.*'^ 
Their drink.^^Manner offalute among the Ruffians* 
-^Tbeir haughty look. — National pride. '-^Anecdote. 
*^The Ruffian ladies. — Their drefs.-^^Marriage^^*^ 
Singular cu/ioms. — Funerals. -^Manners and cujtoms* * 
-^RuJJian baths.'-^Ifow built^-^How and by whom 
ddminijtered* 

CiATHARINE II. who in all parts of adminiftra- 
tion, has fhowed herfelf the rival of Peter 1. and ♦ 
furpaifed him in many refpeâs, by having had the 
advantage of circumftances, and the leflbns of time; 
Catharine II. it is faid, applied herfelf chiefly to the 
means of foftening the rude manners of the Rufli-* 
ans, whom climate, education and prejudices kept 
in a kind of roughnefc, which was found even in 
the capital, and on the fteps of the throne, in fpite of 
*thofe pompous defcriptions of a total change in 
their manners, and cuftoms, which Voltaire ahd 
the Panegyrifts of Peter I. have attributed to hioi 
in exaggerated ftrains, and at the expence of truth, 
at leaft of probability ; for even the manners of Pe- 
ter were not mild, and a thouiand faâs attefl:, that 

during 
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gwy and Greece. It is the praftice alfa in great 
koufes after dini^er to prefent dried or pickled her- 
#ings^ neats tongues, b^ead, butter, cheefe, wkh 
different forts of liquors, efpecially Caviare, a diili 
{tectiliir to the Ruffians, made of the eggs of a ftur- 
goon, pickled or dried. ; 

In great houfes, dinner is fet on the table gene-* 
rally at three o^clock afternoon. The French way 
of fervice is obferved, and after dinner is over,, the 
guefts/ttrithdraw into another room, where coflfee is. 
handed abouti Fa&ionable houfes have generally a 
circle of coifipany at night, where much politeneik 
and eafe prevail. They fit down to play at feve» 
o'clock. Some play ^ fome converfe, and fome dance. 
Among other things, tea is as regularly fiHed out as 
in Britain. They flip at ten o'clock, and generally 
retire about eleven or twelve at night. 

The common people live very parfimonioufly# 
A Ruflîan of the lower clafs breakfafts on a piece of 
bi^ead and bit of gîtriic^ clove by clove, and' he; 
quenches the thirft which this repaflt mnû give him, 
by a large draught of S/>////>j,- which is a mixture of 
tea 2Éûd mead. Iii the ftreets of St Petcr&urg and. 
Mofcow-there are fpittin-mcrchants, as there are 
ptifan-mprchants in Paris* They i^ear the feme 
drels, and carry the fame kind of ciftern^ and liks 
them too ftroU about, and kll at a cheap rate. 

Thb* 
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The Ruflian's dinner is ilot better thin hisrWeaki / 
faft. It is commonly dried or pickled fifli, on fcfti> 
val days Caviare, and very feldom ftefli.— He fup« 
as he dines. -^ 

Among \hc different kinds of drink, which h« 
ufes, and relinqniflies readily for brandy, which be 
is paffionately fond of, and drinks to excels, we rd- 
marked ^a/s, a kind of beer made by the fcrmerf- 
tation of a portion of barley, rye, and oat-meal taii!i$- 
€d together, and brought the length of fermehtatioiqi 
by the heat of an oven. This beverage when one i5 
accuftomed to it, is agreeable, refrefhing, and, ac» 
jcording to the proverb of, the Ruffians, good foir - 
fattening. Another beverage, wiiich he prefers td 
^ui^s^ and with a propriety not to be difptited^ ii% 
kind of mead, wherein there is a part, of the juice 
csitrzâed from bircli-trees, when the feafon* permits. 
The RuBian thinks this liquor wholefbme and deliir 
ipsous, and we have feen peo|de, who preferred it to 
French wines. It fparkles and frothes like ChamV 
pagne, but although th^ Ruffians wiflied to perfuacfe 
us fo, we found in this beverage, neither the colour 
Bor taflc of Champagne. 

. Amomo the di&rent cuftoms that are peculiar to 
them, and by which they continue as firmly as by . 
their religious dc^mas, their manner of ialute is re- 
markable. The gentlemen make^ low bow,vanâ 
the ladies, inftead of a curtfey, give a no^:^mâx ' 
.. : . G g 2 thf 
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the head^ Sometimes the gentlemen, as a mark of 
great refpeâ:, kifs the hand of the ladies. When 
two peq[de are of equal rank, or when the lady 
wiihes to be very polite, ihe kiffes the gentleman's 
cheek, while he kiffes her hand. Often when fhe 
isifiooping to give this kifs, the gentleman prevents 
her, without any refentment being fhown him. If 
he be a man of very high rank, while the lady is at;- 
ttmpting to kiis hb hand, he prevents her by giving 
her a kiis on the cheek. The gentlemen, and par- 
ticularly relations, ialute one another, by kiffing 
the hand firft, and then embracing. When a RuA 
iian enters into a room, before fkluting any perfon, 
lie turns towards the Bagj makes three fignswith 
the cro6, fays a fliort prayer, apd then falute^ th^ 
company. 

The Ruffians, when they addre& one another, 
never join to their names any title of honour, of 
whatever rank they be, even of the firft diftinâion. 
They call one another by their chriftian /names, and 
by a name proceeding from the family, which i^ 
formed by the addition of the particle Wit/ch to the 
chriftian name of the father ; fometimes^ by that of 
0/i or Efi The firft form is ufed by people of rank 
the fécond is for thofe of all other ch&s.'-f^Ivan^ i^ 
vsnawit/ùbf or Ivan^ Ivanofi means yi;^ of Ivan. Pe^ 
jter Ai^i^tf^* or P^tit Alexerf^ means Peter fon gf 
^/mf •• ? ' ' ^- ' ■ "^ ' 
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For the ladies, the partide Efna or Ofna is cmi- 
ployed } as Sophia Jlexefna^ Sophia, daughter oF 
Alexis; Maria Ivanofnay Maria, daughter of Ivan/ 

Ther^. arej fome great families who are diftin*^ 
guiihed by a firiiame, fuch as Romanoff Galifzin^ 
Scheremeto. 

The manners, the focieties, and the amiifeménté 
of the Ruffian nobility, have all the external fc^m^ 
of pcditeneis, but of that Teutonic Politenefs^ that is 
always ftièf and overftrained. Befides there are few 
people that have fo much haughtinefs in their man« 
ner as the grandees of that country, and fo much 
national pride as the Ruffians-»— Aflc them for what 
reafiHi — They think themfelves the mofi: warlike 
people on earth. It was proceeding on this opinion 
that a Ruffian admiral, who had got the command 
of a fquadron for the firft time, in the year 178?^^ 
wrote to Catherine IL that the Swedifli fleet, on \m 
firil appearance, had run into port, hecaufe it vjos 
fenfible of the danger of having to do with Rujiam» 
And obferve, when this Braggart wrote fo, -the 
Sweden, only a few days before, although with an 
inferior force, had proved to thé Ruffians in a way 
not a little fpirited, that they were not afraid of ha* 
ving to do with RuJJians. 

If the Ruffian nobleman, afifeâ to be' courteous 
imd affiible, t];te common people, (and werank them 
after thofe, who form the body of courtiers), the 

commoa 
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common pcojde, we &y» are not at all commuoica- 
tive^ and apt to undervalue çvery thing not Ru£> 
fiai^, or not done in the Ruffian manner. As to the 
yfpfntn^ the cafe is tjuite different. They are infi- 
nitely more complaiiant than their hufbands» IfOng 
black hair, an eye-brow nicely arched, a fine eye 
iull of fire, a ftature tall and wdl proportioned, a 
peck like that of Venu^ de M^dich^ and a completer 
^on fuch as imagination would give to Flora, dif^ 
linguifli the Ruflian women in general. To theië 
beauties they join almdl all the geptlenefs of the 
^pve, and the open look of freedom. When edu- 
cation is given them, they fddom faU to improve 
l^eatly by it, without dimipiihing the precious qua- 
Ifitie^ of attentive wives, and careful mothers. 

The 19. drefs is very like that of the Germans, tx^ 
faept the pelifle, which the dimate and cuftom render 
f^^eneral ufe in Rui&a. We noticed that the head 
drei$ of the married wotnen is not the fame witli 
that of the unmarried. The wives wear a cap of an 
oval form, and abovjs a filk handkerchief, neatly 
put on, fuch as our ladies fometimes wear now*a- 
days } ^nd it ad^s to their natural graces. The un* 
married i;fO:men, inftead of a cap, have a crown of 
ribbons, to which they fix their beautiful hair, or- 
liamMting it with pearls and jewi^ls, if they have 
jxkj^ When we iàw them^ we thought wefaw thc^ 
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aadcnt Grecian kdics, whofe drefi has been itmt^' 
âiitièd to us on medals. ' ' 

BBfoee thé days of Peter I. marriages were pre- 
ceded or followed by feveral fuperftitious and ridi- 
culous cuftottis arid ceremonies, which this prince 
and his fucceflbrsl3ani£hed far from the capital and 
princq)al cities of the empire. But neither St Pe- 
terfburg nor the chîçf cities confented to aboKfli 
the Drufchka or Bridegroom^s affiftant. There are 
men at St Peterfburg and other places, who fcdiow 
no other profeffion, but that of Drufchka. In order 
to dtfcharge the office well, a man muft be of a cer-^ 
tain age, of a clumfy make, wear a long bufliy 
beard» and poffefi gay and lively humour ; for at 
marriages the Drufchka is to ferve as thie buffoon ô£ 
the guefts. 

On the day, that the marriage is to be celebrated, 
the Drufchka J early in the morning, muffled in a 
cap df a conical Ihape, prefents himfelf at the jdooi? 
of the bride, and proclaims her marriage with a» 
loud voice, inviting all within hearing of him to 
the nuptials. The form of the proclamation is in 
tfa^fe words» J he young prince of ■ and the 

young princefs of ^ ■ inn>ite you amicably and 

with imporiunityi to come to th^ir nuptials^ and to 
eat the break of alliance, and drink the méad, which 
the future fpoufes have prepared, and they will pour 
it put to you in the cup of friendjhip. This form' 

which 
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^ikh is every where atid for all dàSes the fame; iê 
fo much the more laughable, as the titles of prince 
and princefs ate never' omitted, even in the mar- 
riages of the moft miferable flaves ; and as any per- 
ion that on this invitation of the Drufchka fhould 
come to the marriage, would be hooted and not. 
admitted, becaufe thofe wiihed to be guefts, are in-^ 
vited in another way, and are warned that they arc 
not invited by the Drufchka, ii^ order to pçrfuade 
them, that they are fincerely eipefted. 

When the young couplé fet out for the church, 
it is he who begins the proceilion, and till he arrives 
at the temple, he repeats his invitation; and fpeaks» 
an infinite number of fooliih things, that If^ep the 
party in good huniour. 

Peter likewife fupprefled the formula ufed by 
the pope, when the bride and bridegroom were at 
the foot of the altar. Brother^ afked he at the 
bridegroom, do you think yQurfelf capable of^becoming. 
the hujband of4his young woman ? — Tes.r^^Willyou beaf. 
her, when reafon requires it? — Tes. — I forbid you in 
the name of God, to leave her, whenjhe Jhall be Jick^ 
or forfake her, when Jhe Jhall grow old* This was 
formerly a praftice among the Ruffians. ' ^ 

The cuftom, or rather the obligation of the pre- 
cept for a man to beat his wife fubfifts ftill in Rut 
fia, and we can atteft it, as we have been witnefl^ 
of it, a thoufand times every where. We will add 

alfo^ 
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alfo, thaf this cuftom is in force, not only among the 
populace, where the hnfband feldom feiils in his du- 
ty, but among the firft clafTes of the empire. 

Before we were aflured by experience, we ima- 
gined it a traveller's llory, when we were told that 
a Ruffian wife, who is not beaten by her hufband, 
thinks herfelf defpifed by him. But it is a real 
truth, and we heard the young wife of a counfet 
lor, enter a complaint to her mother, who fharply 
reproved her fon-in-law ; and he to pleafe his dear 
half, and her family, drubbed her heartily three or 
four times a month. 

It was a praAice in Ruffia, which might have 
the moft fatal cçnfequences, and Peter I. and Ca- 
tharine 11. have endeavoured to remedy it, namely, 
that of burying a perfon fo foon as he had uttered 
the laft figh. One cannot, without fliuddering, 
think on the prodigious number of thofe, who may 
have been victims of this precipitate burial ; but a 
later law of Catharine's, ordained the fpace of three 
days between the moment of the death, and the in- 
terment. This cuftom among the Ruffians, arofe 
from the horror they have at death, and whatever 
can recall the remembrance of it. It is among them 
more or lefs expreffed, according as they are more 
or lefe ignorant ; and there are fome of them, who 
in ftupid fuperftition, are equal to the favage hordes, 
that border with the frontiers of Ruffia, of- whom 

V0Ï-.I, Hh. thefe 
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thefe very Ruffians fpeak only with difdain, al- 
though they are not nnore enlightened. 

When a perfon in Ruffia has breathed his laft, 
his relations, his neighbours, though they may have 
been his enemies, form a circle at the foot of his 
bed, and make the air refound with their lamenta- 
ble cries. They tear their hair, rend their clothes, 
and exprefs all the figns of the moft poignant 
grief. They add to this fcene, which is only a force, 
of which nobody is the dupe, another more ridicu- 
lous ftill ; They remind the dead, as if he ^eré car 
pable of hearing them, of all the injuries he has 
done them during his life, and this is accompanied 
^th the bittereft reproaches. After the dead has 
been lamented, and called to account, they fet about 
burying him. For this purpofe, the popes and 
mourners are engaged. The latter are women, who 
make a trade of following funeral proceffions, ut- 
tering cries of grief, as if they were really aflFeâcd.- 
This fort of mourners is to be found among a great 
number of nations, but particularly among all thofc 
;of Afia. 

The funerals in Ruffia are conduded with all the 
pomp, that the circumftances of the deceaft, or his 
friends can admit of; and the man, Mio would have 
denifed himfelf a rouble for his moft preffing wants, 
would order twenty to be expended on his bftenta- 
tious funeral j fo true is the maxim, that of all the 

paffions. 
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paflions, vanity is doubtlefs one of the moft foolilht 
There is yet one remark to be made on funeral pro- 
cédions in that country, namely, the addrefs of the 
priefts, who brought them into ufe, and thait thefe 
Reverend Gentlemen, are every where equally in«» 
genious* 

. Besides the fums, which the popes receive for 
maffes, that muft be faid for the happinefs of the 
fouls of the dead, they are likewife invited, and ne- 
ver fail to attend the dinners, that are called Com* 
memorations ; orgies kept up for nine days after the 
deceafed relation has been committed to the duft, 
and at certain periods, fuch as the day of his birth, 
apd that of his annual feftival. Thefe entertain- 
ments are given at the fpot of the Bog, who was 
the object of the veneration of the deceafed. Mead 
and ftrong liquors are not fpared, but as they drink 
in prefence of the Bog, the popes get drunk with-, 
out fliame and without remorfe, and the relations 
imitate them out of gratitude to the deceafed, and 
to banifli the forrow, which his death has brought 
upon them. 

We had almoft forgot one thing fcrupuloufly 
obferved at interments in Ruffia. A pafTport from 
the pope is put into the hand of the corpfe, ex- 
preffed in thefe terms. I fubfcribing, certify, that- 
the bearer of thefe prefents has been confeffed, and has 
had the facrament adminiflered according to the rules , 
H h 2 prefcribed 
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freferibed by ihe^thurch^ and that he has on his dea^ 
bed, Jhown theftgns of the Jincereji repentance of the 
faults he may have committed while he was in life* He 
is therefore recommended veryjirongly ta Saint Feter^ 
to wbom God has entrujled the excliifive right of grants 
ing an entry into paradife ; who is intreated to open it 
to him without any difficulty, when he fbail prefent hinu 
felf in the faith of which, &c. 

The Ruffians are not the only people, whom 
their priefts have perfuaded that fuch paflports are 
indîfpenûble. In Europe na Spaniard, nor Portu*- 
guefe is laid in the duft, till he have in his bre^ a 
buirfrom the Pope. The Mahometans, in their vaft 
«mpire, never go to their prophet, without a Bun 
du Mollah; and in the greater part of the colonies of 
Africa, people never pafe from this life to the other^ 
without being furniflied with it. Whence it fol^^ 
fows, that from one extremity of the globe to the 
other, men ape the dupes of their priefts, who dif- 
fer from one another, only by more or lefe impiN 
dence. 

It was the priefts, who in Ruffia had annexed 3: 
religious opinion to the prefervation of the beard^ 
the fuppreffion of which, Peter I. made a matter of 
too much importance, and infifted upon it with too 
much fe verity ; for during his life time, a man was 
obliged to be fluven, or cafhiered, or at leaft heavi- 
ly fined. It is reported, that he had barbers Ûation- 

cd 
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cd at the gates of Mofcow, who without pity Iba- 
vcd all that came in their way, pr made them pay 
without delay, the fine prefcribed by the law, which 
was from a copck to a hundred roubles, according 
to the circumftances of him, who wiflied to fave 
his beard. Now a days long beards are leis fre- 
quent. Boiowledge, time, the example of the great, 
and ridicule, have driven them out of fafhion, more 
than the fine, whicl;i Peter had fet on thofe, who 
were attached to them. 

In the provinces diftant from the capital, there is 
yet a number of people, that have for their beard 
a religious refpeft, to fuch a degree, that they would 
rather fuflfer themfelves to be cut to pieces, than 
a hair of their beards to be touched } for when 
one by chance drops, they carefully pick it up, 
that it may be buried along with themfelves, and 
prefented to St Nicolas, who will acknowledge none 
for a good Ruffian^ or a good chriftian, who fhall 
not prefent a beard untouched. 

In Ruffia the fovereign and almoft only remedy 
for all forts of difeafes is the fteam bath. They can 
be got every where, and at a cheap rate. It is ge- 
nerally taken in a houle built of wood, as near a 
river as poiEble. This houfe con lifts of a fingle 
room, wiUi a fmall window hermetically fliut. Old 
^ women fuVnifli and heat it by means of a fire they 
kindle, unoçr a vault of granate ftones, about four 

feet 
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feet high. When thefe ftones are made fufficîàifly 
hot, water is thrown upon them feveral times, whick 
inftantly produces an abundant fteam. Then fevc*» 
ral fmall flint ftones, red hot, are taken from the 
fire, and thrown into troughs full of water^ which 
is warmed to dificrent degrees. Half an hour after, 
the perfons who are to ufc the bath, go in and remsuii 
in it, while a woman continues to throw warm wa* 
ter on the ftones, which operation heats the room. 
prodigioufly. Then thofe in the baths lie down on 
a kind of table, and the woman lays them over with 
foap, and rubs them flightly with a bunch of bran* 
ches, covered with leaves, or with flannel; and 
when their bodies are covered with a bright crim« 
fon froth, which is the effect of the fteam, they 
pafs, if they are rich people into apartments adja^ 
cent to the bath, and gradually warmed ; if com- 
mon poeple, they are at lefs ceremony, and go 
very deliberately and duck themfelves in the ri- 
ver near the houf^, or roll among the fnow, where 
feveral perfons have aflured us they receive the mofl: 
delightful fenfations. The women married and un- 
married, go through the fame procefs, without be- 
ing uneafy at being feen, in the drefs worn by our 
great mother before the fall. 

Nigh Novogorod we faw a bath, a littljb different 
from that we have juft mentioned. It was a houfe 
wider and more convenient than the Uft> and we 

could 
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could continue in it for feme time. The room was 
furnifted with a row of broad forms, placed like 
Ôcp3 aboye one another, almoft as high as the cieling. 
Thore were in this room about twenty naked peo- 
ple. Some were lying on the forms, fome were 
fitting, and others finding; Some were rubbing 
^hcir bodies with foap, or with fmall branches of oak, 
whofe leaves were tied together like a fy^itch; fomç 
wens pouring warm water on their heads, and others 
cold water ; a fmall number e^^diaufted by the he^|:, 
were finding in the open air, or plunging feveral 
times into J;he Wplkof, which was running at thq 
foot of the bath. 

It is with juftice, that the ftrength of the confU^ 
tution of the Ruffians has been generally afçribe4 
to this praftice of paffing fuddenly from exceilivc 
heat to e:i:treme cold, when they bathe ; but other 
icaufes concur to produce this effeâ. The peafants 
change their çlothea, without paying any attention 
to the change in the temperature of ^I^e ^ir. Du- 
ring the fanie day they are to be feeii covpred with 
a fingle fliirt, and a pair of drawers, or wrapped up 
in the warmeft clothes. . Beds are to them a luxury 
abfolutely unknown. They fleep fometimes on the 
height of their ftove, fometimes pn the floor, clo- 
thed, or almoft naked. Their cottages are exce£> 
fivcly warm, becaufe of the great number of people 
^lleaed into a fm^l ipace, and becaufe they ^re 

continually 
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continually heating their ftoves, even in the middle 
of fummer, fo that when they go out, it is almoft 
like pafSng from a hot bath to the open air. Their 
children are hardily brought up,-and from their ear- 
ly years, accuftomed to oppofite extremes. They 
are to be fecn running in the ftreets, or ftanding at 
the doors of their houfes, without any clothing, 
but their Ihirt, even when it rains or freezes. 

The rigour of the climate has been affigned as 
the caufe of the little progrefs which the Ruffians 
have made in the arts and fcîences, compared with 
the other nations of Europe. But if the climate 
produce a neceflary eflfed on the human mind, 
where muft bounds be fet to intelleftual capacky. 
Shall we fuppofe a point, at which it is at the great- 
eft perfeftion, after which it is enfeebled in propor- 
tion as we remove from this point. Is this influ- 
ence confiant, or is it accidental ? If it is confiant, 
why is modern Greece no more the country of 
knowledge and fine arts ? Why was Iceland, which 
is fo near the pole, formerly the only country of 
letters in the north ? Why are the Swedes more en- 
lightened than the Ruffians? Why are not the Ruf- 
fians of Aftracan, more civilized than thofe of St 
Peterfburg and Archangel ? 

Several obfiacles arifing from the nature of the 
government, frona the religion, but chiefly from 
jhe abfolute flavery of the peafants, have hitherto 

oppofcd 
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oppofed the eafy dîfFufion of knowledge through 
this empire ; and thefe caufes alone explain this 
fad, ^^ithout any necefflty exifting for recyrrihg 
to the influence of the climate, or to the harfli- 
hefs of nature towards the Ruffians. A fliort Iketch 
of the hiftory of their learning, and of its aftual 
ftate, is befides fufficieht to refute all thefc aflertions 
founded on a theory contràdîded by lafts. 



CHAP. XVIli. 



Learning of the RûJJlans.— Wolodimer^ thefirji Chrip 
tian Grand Duke* — His fon Jarq/Jaws. — Both en* 
deavour to enlighten their fuhje£ls. — Ignorance of their 
age.-z-NeJior^ thefirji hifiorian that Ruffla has had. 
— His chronicle *-~^Other hiftoriàns.-^Theophanes.'"^ 

Sherebatoff. — Poets. — Lomonofoff. — Sumolokoff. * 

Ruffian theatres. — What they were fofmerly. — What 
they are at this day. — National theatre, — Catharine 
ÎL patronizes the fciences.-^Mafiers of the French 
langUage."-An anecdote.— Foreign works tranjlated. 

1 T would be the height of weaknefs to pretend, as 
fome writers have done, that the. Ruffians were in- 
formed, even enlightened, when they embraced 
chriftianity, about the tenth century, under the 
reign of their Orand Duke Wolodimer, whom the 
VdL. L I i monks 
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monks have called the Great ^ becaufe he affefted theit' 
childilh ways, and loaded them with wealth. This 
was, without a doubt, the way to procure from 
heaven the pardon of his fins, which were nume- 
rous and heinous. His predominant paffion was for 
women, and he carried it the length of brutality, 
yet he was canonized. He defer ved to. be fo, fày 
the Ruffian monks, for whom Wolodimer was a 
fort of divinity, becaufe, by his repentance, he made 
expiation for his fins, which were the errors of 
youth. Of what avail are repentance and expiation, 
reafon and philofophy anfwer, when we confider 
rape and adultery, two crimes whofe injuries can- 
riot be repaired? In confequence of thefe crimes» 
and the penitence of Wolodimer, every reafonable 
man muft' regard this pretended faint as a crowned 
robber, on whom deification has been conferred, as- 
it was on Nero or Caligula, on CIqvîs or Charle- 
magne; characters, that differ from one another 
only by the crimes wherewith they are ftained. 

Woi.oDiMER^s fon, Jaroflaws, who afcended the 
throne in the year 1018, brought feveral priefts 
from Conftantinople, who were reported to him to 
be fcholars and philofophers, but they confined their 
inftruftions to tranflating fome hymns and pfalms 
from the Greek into the Ruffian language, for the 
mufic of the churches. This pf ince alfo founded a 
fort of feminary at Novogorod, for three hundred 

ftudents. 
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ftudcnts, and gave this city, what the Ruffians cadi/ 
its firft code of laws. This is faid to have been the- 
date of learning in Rnffia, and it would have made 
greater progrefs perhaps, if, for three centuries, it 
had not been almoft extinguifhed by the Tartars, 
who brought the nation under the moft oppreffive 
yoke, and kept the little knowledge it had begun 
to acquire, Ihut up in a fmall number of cloifters. 

About the fifteenth century, when thefe barba- , 
rous mafters had been conquered and expelled by 
this Iwan, who was the Alexander of his country, 
the Ruffians gradually emerged from that profound 
ignorance, in. which they had been fo long funk. 
They were not civilized, as fome would make us 
believe, but they became lefs favage, and more hu« 
mane to the foreigners, who upder the Czars, Iwan's 
fucceffi^rs, landed in Ruffia, as in our days. Cook 
did on the ifland of Otaheite. Yet it may be pre- 
fumed, that under the fhade of a cloifter, fome 
monks cultivated letters, for while Poland, Sweden, 
and Denmark were yet in ignorance, the Ruffian 
n^ition had already a writer efteemed in his day, 
who employed himfelf in compiling the hiftory of '^ 
his own country. This hiftorian was Neftpr, a 
monk^ who waà bom at Bielozfero, in the year 1056. 
He had learned Greek at Kiow, and had formed his 
tafte, by reading the authors of the Byzantian hif. 
tory. His chronology, which has been fervilely 

I Î ? copifd 
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copied by LomonofofF and the Germans, begins iq, 
the year 860, in the reign of Ryrik, regarded a$ 
the founder of the Riiffian monarchy, j^nd ends a^ 
the death of Jaroflaws, which happened in the year 
1054. It is preceded by an introdudion, in which 
Neftor defcribes Ruffia, and the neighbouring coun- 
tries, as well as the hiftory /)f the emigration of the 
Sclavonians, their manners, their eftablifliments, &c. 
His ftyle favours ftrongly of the age in which he 
wrote, and his chronological exactnefs is at once 
difgufting and valuable for its ufe in fixing the date 
of events. 

This work continued in obfcufity for more than 
fix hundred years, and is ftill fcarcely known to the 
Ruffians of modern times, the origin and exploits; 
of whofe anceftors he unfplds with a defcription ve- 
ry often minute. Prince Radzivil gave a manu- 
fcript copy of it to the library of Koninfberg, and 
it remained there unknown, till Peter I on his way 
through that city, caufed it be tranflated and fent to, 
St Peterfburg. This work was afterwards tranfla- 
ted into German, and publiflied by MuUer, who 
lias not improved its ftyle. This chronology has 
become a claffical book in Ruffia. It has been con- 
tinued by three other annalifts till the year 1 203 ; 
and the tranflator, Mr Muller, obferves, that Nel- 
%OT and his three continuators, form fuch a long 
and ancient fcries, as ïcW nations c^n boa^ft of beinç 

^blç 
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jBible ta fliow. What a number t)f books Mr Mullcr 
did not know, when he riiked this aifertion ! He 
adds, ,that much fewer monkifh miracles and \e^ 
gends are to be found in this, work than in the fyf- 
terns of chronology compofed in cloifters* during 
thofe ages of ignorance. This is not little pr^ife to 
a philofopher, who is often obliged to make re^- 
fearches, whiph fr^mers of legends render fo difgufl> 
ing. Since thd year 1 203, this fucceflion of annaU 
ills in Ruffia has been interrupted. It can produce 
none biit fome obfolete books of chronology, con- 
taining the account of the principal events, that have 
taken place in the different principalities, into which 
Ruffia was thep divided, Cyprian, a Ruffian me- 
tropolitan, was the firft who began ii^ the fourteenth 
century,, to write the general hiftory of the nation. 
The chronology of Nikon, which may be ranked 
with Neftor's, contains all the annals of Ruffia,, 
from the date when the laft ends, and comes down 
to the reign of Alexis Michaelowitfch, which a- 
bounded with events,, and feemedto announce the 
reign of Peter, which was ftill more prolific. 

Next to Neftor and Nikon, he who merits to 
be diftinguifhed in the literature of the Ruffians, is 
Theophanes Procopowitfch, archbifhop of NovogOt- 
rod, who was very aftive in introducing into Ruf- 
fia a tafte for literature, and encouraged the fciences 
by his example and protcdion. He was born at 

Kiovy 



«54 TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 

Kiowîn the year 1681, commenced his fludies 
in this city, and finiflied them at Rome, where 
he fpent three years. At his return,' he made him- 
felf be noticed by Peter, who charmed with his a- 
bilities, knowledge, and politenefs, was at great 
pains to attach him to himfelf. He followed the 
prince into Perfia, and accompanied him in the war 
againft the Turks. Peter employed him in the re- 
formation of the Greek church, and placed him at 
the head of the fynod, which this prince eftablifh- 
' ed after the fuppreiSon of the Patriarchal dignity. 
His favour fupported him under Catharine I. and 
in the year 1736 he died archbifliop of Novogorodj^ 
and metropolitan of all Ruflia. His principal work 
IS the life of Peter the Great, which he has not 
brought down farther than the battle of Pultowa, 
and which is better worth confulting than that writ- 
ten by Voltaire, It is generally efteemed, in fpite 
of the partiality remarkable in it, as often as the hiC- 
torian fpeaks of his benefaftor. This error of his 
mind does honour to his heart. 

Monsieur Le Clerc, in his hiftory of Rufiia, 
maintains that Theophanes had perfuaded Peter to 
introduce the prot^ftant religion into his dominion, 
and that this prince was difpofed to follow his ad- 
vice, when death prevented him ; but he quotes not 
the authority on which he founds this important af- 
fertion. If this change had taken place, it would 

have 
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have proved thé genius of Peter, more than any o- 
ther ; for to fpeak as a politician, there is no wor^ 
fliip more fuitablc to Ruffia than the proteflant form, 
and the legiflator, in matters of religion, ought to 
•prefer that only, which is perfeftly adapted to the 
country, to which he gives laws. 

After Theophanes, nobody had thought on wri- 
ting a hiftory of Ruffia, which had any method. 
Prince Kilkof, who was long ambaffador at the court 
of Charles XII. was the firft who planned this un- 
dertaking. The Swediih monarch made him be 
arretted, in defiance of the laws of nations, and Kil- 
kof, in order to divert the fufFerings of eighteen 
years^ captivity, wrote an abridgment of the hiftory 
of Ruffia, which has been publifhed by Muller, with 
remarks, in which he reftifies the errors, into which 
Kilkof had been neceffiirily led, by the want of 
books. 

Vassili^Tatissichef, another Ruffian hiftori- 
an, who from the year 1720 till 1750, was enga- 
ged in coUeâing materials for a hiftory of his coun- 
jtry, made a rich collection, part of which was 
burnt by accident, and the fragment çubliflbed by 
Muller, in three volunres 4to. — But the honour of 
writing a complete hiftory of Ruffi i, w^as prob/tbly 
referved for prince Sherebatoff. It is he, who, along 
with Muller, has contributed moft to clear up the Ruf- 
fian annals. He was patronized by the Government, 

and 
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and obtained free accefs to the archives of the crri- 
pire; an advantage, without which, no man csLit 
write the Mftory of a country. Thus Prince Shcrc- 
batoff is enabled to cite authorities fcrupuloufly. 
Jufticc has been done to his exaclnels and love of 
truth, which the general run of hiftorians feldom 
make walk hand in handé 

With regard to the poetry of the Ruffians; they 
" formerly had only a few fongs, and a colleftion of 
pfalms compofed by a monk ; and as faid by Sche- 
ralkof the poet, who cçlebrated Peter as Boileau 
did Louis XIV ; the mufes waited for the reign of 
this celebrated man to make their appearance in 
Ruflia. Lomonofoff and Sumorokoff were the firfl: 
that diftinguiflbed themfdveSe The former brought 
the Ruffian language to a confideraWe ftate of pef- 
feclion, and enjoyed the greateft advantage from this 
attention. He was born of poor parents M the yeat 
171 1. His father was a filh merchant at Holmogo- 
ry. Chance gave him education. His natural abi^ 
lity, it is faid, difcovered itfelf, by reading the Song 
of Solomon, which, though ill-tranllated, infpired 
him with fuch a paffion for poetry, that he run a- 
way from his father, and took refuge in a monafte- 
ry, where he had an opportunity of ftudying the 
Greek and Latin, and profecuting fome ftudies. 
The academy of fcienccs, who were witneflfes of his 

firft 
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firfi fiiccefs, adopted' him, if we may ufc the expreC 
fion, and fent him at their own expence to the 
univerfity of Marburg; where he ftudied four years 
under the celebrated Wolf. While in that country 
he applied to a fcience, which fuits but ill with poe- 
try. It was chymiftry, in which he fucceeded fo 
well, that at his return to Ruffia in 1741, he was 
admitted into the academy, and made profeffor of 
chymiftry. The Emprefs Catharine IL honoured 
hirh, in the year 1764, with the title of a counfel- 
lor of ftate, which he enjoyed but a fliort time, for 
he died the fame year. 

LoMONOsoFF diftingulfhed himfelf in various 
kîndîi of literature, but his poems in particular have 
raifed him to the firft rank aniong Ruflian authors» 
Themoft efteemed are his odes, in which he has 
taken Pindar for his model. In them, if you be- 
lieve the Ruffians and Germans, you will find the 
force and fublimity of the Greek poet, and the ener- 
gy which he had not. The Count of SchuwalofF, 
whoip Voltaire ifttroduced into notice in France, 
has tranflated into French, one of the beft pieces of 
verfé, that Lomonofoff has compofed. It is his 
cpiftle upon glafs, wherein there are many very in- 
genious thoughts;, which the Count of Schuwaloff, 
or rather Voltaire in bis name, has rendered much 
more ingenious in his tranflation. 

Vol,. I. K k ^ Alex- 
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Alexander Sumorokof, who is the Coriieaie 
of the Ruffians, and the founder of their theatre^ 
has not contributed le£s to the improvement of the 
poetry of his country, and in order to form a pro- 
per eftimate of his dramatic merit, it is proper to 
tell in what ftate, he found the ftage of his own na- 
tion, when he embarked on this enterprize» 

Before thé time of Peter the Great, a few ftu- 
dents in the monafteries of Kiow and Mofcow, fome- • 
times acted dramatic pieces drawn from fcripture, 
in which confifted the excellence of our ftage, when 
it was in its infancy. Demetrius Tooptalo, Arch- 
bifliop of Roftof, had diftinguifhed hitnfelf particu- 
larly in this kind of Drama. He was the author of, 
the Sinner, EJiher, and Ahafuerus, the birth of Chrijè 
and his refurreâion ; and all thefe pieces were thought 
excellent by the Ruffians, who ftrove to load their 
memories with them. They were afted with the 
greateft fuccefs, till the reign of Elizabeth, who had 
a decided tafte for thefe pious farces, efpecially when 
flie was in her fiés of devotion. 

The ftudents of furgefy in thehofpital of Mofcow 
were the firft laymen, that mounted a ftage. They 
employed the great hofpital hall for their exhibitions, 
and fcreens fupplied die place of decorations. Stael- 
hin faw a piece afted, whereof Tamerlane was the 
hero. According to his report, nothing could be . 
more ridiculous than the whole of this ihow, where 

the 
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*he moff indecent fcenes were often tacked to events 
borrowed from fcripture. He fays, that he has 
feen the Emprefe* maids aâ a comedy in a hay- 
loft, about the court fiables, or in unfurHifhed hoii- 
fes. ^ Other ftroUing companies aded in the public 
fquares, but every vrhcre it was only tjie rough 
waggon of The/pis^ and burlefc|ue obfcenities, equal- 
ly oflfenfive to good fenfe and decency, the moft 
unafieâed. Such was the Ruffian ftage,- when Su- 
morokof brought forward his tragedy 6f Koref. An 
excellent aâor at fame time appeared on a fiage at 
Jsuroflaws. His name was Fedor Wolkof ; He was 
born in the year 1729 at Kaftroma. His father, 
who was a merchant in eafy circumftances, charm- 
cd with the forward abilities of his fon, inftead of 
burying them in a dull counting-houfe, fent him to 
fiudy at Mofcow, and young Wolkof became the 
Garruk of Ruffia. After having exhibited pious 
dram;as to his countrymen for fome time, he intro* 
duced upon his ftage the plays of Lpmonofoflf and . 
Sumorokof, and they were well received. It is re- 
ported that Wolkof, as induftrious, as paffionately 
fond of the ftage, painted the c^ecorations of his 
thçatre with his own hands, worked • at making 
drefles, and very frequently gave a play gratis^ in 
order to infpire his countrymen with a tafte for 
theatrical entertainments. But they, notwithftand.^ 
jng this encouragement, for a long time preferre4 
Kka thp 
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the riotous amufements of the tavern, to thofc of 
the theatre* 

In the year 1752 the Emprcfs Elizabeth having 
heard of WolkoPs fame, brought him and his com* 
pany to St Peterfburg, and there upon the Courts 
ftage, he played the tragedies of Sumorokof. For 
the purpofe of improving this coinpany, Eliaiabeth 
fcnt four of the principal aclors to the fchool of Ca* 
dets, where they ftaid four years, were infiruâed 
in the accurate pronunciation of the Istfiguage, and 
again appeared on the ftage with that urbanity, that 
is only to be acquired in the cajHtal, Soon aftor 
this, Elizabeth eûabiilhed a national theatre, of 
which Wolkof was the chief aftor. In order to ex- 
cite emiilation, Ihe appropriated a fum of four thou<^ 
iànd five hundred roubles, (about a thoufand pounds; 
fterling) to be divided among the a£h>rs according 
to their abilities ; and allowed t}iem befides to aâ 
once a week for the public, and their own bene» 
fit. As in addition to all, the court bore the 
whole expence of the play, this theatre got into the 
beft ftate, and along with the produftions of Su- 
morokof, tranflations of Molière, and fome other 
French comic writers were played. In a fliort time, 
the players, who pofleffed ability, without having 
the (lately look of the aâor, who knows his owa 
confequence and reckons on it, were fuccefsfui ia 
gaining the public favour, along with that of tjbe 
- . Empreft 
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£fnprds Catharîniç, which they have always enjoy^ 
^d ; She has augmented the fum appropriated by 
£li«:abeth, for the Ëdary of the comedians, to â 
thouiànd roubks, ncariy four thoufand pounds 
fterling. Twd celebrated aârors Wolkof and h|é 
brother were ennobled, Mid the Emprefi gave 
them eftates and peafants j for the former are of no 
value without the latter in Ruilia ; fo that ii^ the 
north as well as in the fouth of Europe, players are 
found manorial lords ! Talents ought to be reward- 
ed, but to ailimilate the artift to the hero, whp 
Iheds his bipod for his country, is the height of ex- 
travagance; and when Catharine gave lands to 
Wolkof, what did fee refervc for brave Potemkin^ 
the conqueror of the Turks? The eldeft of the WoU 
kofs afted for the' laft time it Mofcow, in the tra- 
gedy of 2^emira, and died feortly after, at the • age 
pf thirty five. He afted tragedy and comedy equal- 
ly well, was a little of a mufician, and a very good 
poet. 

As to Siumorokof, to whom the Ruffian, ftage is 
fo much indebted, he was of the caft of no- 
bles, and was born at Mofcow in the year 1 7/2. 
He had a regular courfe of ftudy in the houfe 
of cadets at St Peterfburg, and had given earr 
ly proo& of his abilities and poetical genius. At 
that time he dedicated his whole time to the ftudy 
of the beft Latin and French authors. His firft 
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produâions were fonae love fongs» which the Ruf- 
iians admired and got by heart. Count Schuwaloff 
took him under his proteâion, and procured him 
that of the Emprefs Elizabeth, from whom he ob* 
jtained every thing he wiflied to have. 

When Sumorokof had brought on .the gout by 
age and ftudy, he gave himfelf up wholly to trage- 
dy, and cultivated it with the enthufiafm he Jiad 
imbibed from Racine^ of wl^ofe works he was pa£i- 
fionately fond. He then exhibited his tragedy of 
Jtoref, which was iû fome degree the firft Ruffian 
play, that w^ not a compound of ridicule and 
impertinence. 

This literary phenomenon attraâed the attention 
of Elizabeth. Koref at firft had been played only 
by the frietids of Sumorokof. She wiflied it to be 
aâed in her prefence on a little court theatre. The 
applaufes beftowed on the author encouraged him 
to indulge his genius. He in fucceffion exhibited 
Hamlet, Ariftona, Sinafet, Truyok, Zemira, Di-* 
mifia, Vitzelaf, the Falfe Demetrius, and Miciflaf. 
JEIis Comic Mufe was not lels prolific. She has pro* 
duced feveral comedies, Triflbtinus, the Judge, the 
Divorced Couple, the Tutor, the 111 Gotten For- 
tune, the Envious Man, the Hypocrite, the Imagi- 
nary Cuckold, the Rival Mother, the Goffip and 
the Three Rival Brothers; He afted alfo the Operas 
pf Aleeftes, and of Cephales and Procris. 

Sumo? 
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SuMOROKOF had no room to complain of his age 
and country. Elizabeth raifed him to the rank of 
Brigadier, made him direftor of her theatre, and 
fettled on him a peniion of eighteen hundred roubles. 
Catharine IL made him a counfellor of ftate, gave 
him the order of St Anne, and loaded him with 
honours and favours till his death, which happened 
at Mofcow, in the year 1777, and in the fifty firft 
year of his age. 

With fo many advantages Suniorokof had it not 
in his power to be happy. He had the charafter, 
as he had the ability of a poet. Senfible of it in the 
extreme, fpoilt by fuccefs and the infipid praifes 
that accompany it, he could not bear criticiûn, even 
when it was well founded ; and he had formed of 
himfelf and his art an idea, bordering on extra- 
vagance. 

It was not by patronizing men of agreeable ta- 
lents only, that Catharine IL madç herfelf com* 
mendable. The fchools, which flie founded through 
all the provinces of this vaft empire, furhiflied alj 
daffes of people with the means of inftruftion; afid 
encouragement given to thofe, who diftinguifhed 
themfelves, fpread a general emulation. Notwith- 
ftanding the grounds of complaint, that fome indi- 
viduals may have againft this princefs, the imparti- 
ality, which we profefe, conftrains us to allow, that 
Catharine has done all in her power to enlighten 

her 
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her country ; £he has favoured the fciences^ aàd 
contributed to their progrefs with fo much zeal, 
that if an author receive not from her fome mark 
of diftinclion or liberality, his work muft appear dcf- 
titute of merit. 

She has taken particular care to eftablifli fchoob 
for the French language, which had become: one of 
the parts of education little regarded in that coun* 
try; and after all you can hardly conceive any 
thing more ridiculous than the French' taught by 
the generality of the teachers, to be found in 
the capital ; but yet they were worfe fomc years 
ago. A Pruffian officer told us an anecdote on this 
fubjeft, which he had from Monfieur Bufbing, the 
celebrated Geographer, who wis for feveral years 
refident in St Peterfburg, fuperintending fomc 
young nobles at a boarding fchool. The Empre& 
having been informed that there was in h€;r ftatcs a 
great number of French tutors, who not only did 
not underftand Latin, but were even ignorant of the 
ûmpleft elements of their own language, iflued an 
order, that all the matters of the French language, 
and tutors in private families, (hould prefent them- 
felves before a commiffion, which fhe named for 
the purpofe of examination. Among the thoufands 
of Ignoramufes that appeared before this tribunal, 
there were two that aftoniflied the commilEcHiers 
by their grofe ftujridity. One of thcfe two having 

been 
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been exahiined on the modes of the verbs, anfwer- 
cd that, as he left Paris fifteen years ago^ he could fay 
nothing about the aâlual modes of his country^ where 
they were chaifging from day to day. The other was 
a Livonian, who had never been in France, and for 
two years had, inftead of French, taught the gibbè- 
rifli of his country, to the daughters of a nobleman, 
who lived in a fouthern province of Ruflia. 

In confequence of a defire to communicate to hef 
fubjeds the learning difFufed through the reft of Eu- 
rope, Catharine IL alfo appointed a committee for 
the purpofe of tranflating the beft books, ancient 
and modern, into the Ruflian language, and ihe ap- 
propriated an annual fum of four thoufand one 
hundred roubles, (about nine hundred and forty 
pounds fterling,) to defray the expence. 

Th5 following are the titles of the principal books 
that have been tranflated. — The Charaders of Theo- 
phraftus, Elian, Herodian, Diodorus Siculus, Te- 
rence, Cicero definibus^ Cosfar, Ovid's Metamor- 
phofes^ Tacitus on - the Germans, Montefquieu on 
the Grandeur of the Romans^ La Chalotais on E* 
ducation, A Part of Bufching's Geography, Vol* 
taire's Candidus, St Evremond^s Dialogues, Diffe* 
tent Articles from the Encyclopaedia, Taffo, Gulli- 
ver, Jofeph Andrews, Jonathan Wild the Great, 
Amelia, Rollings Treatife on Study, The French 
Academy's Diâiionary, The Henriadc, The Devil 

Vol. I. LI on 
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on Two Sticks, Gelert's Works, Anderfdn^s Hrftc^ 
ry ofTk>inmerce, Robeftfon's Hîftcwy of Charles V. 
Pallas on the Mongol Nations, An EngU(h Grammar, 
The Iliad and OdyflSby, Lucian's EHalogues, MHtotty 
Hiftory of Scbielki by Abbe Coyer, Spirit of Law», 
Mallet's Hiftory of Denmark, Hiftory of Voyages, 
"Çlrgîrs Eclogues and Georgics^ Cicera de Natura: 
Deoruntj Plato, Hefîod, Difcoveries of the Ruffians^ 
byCoxe, MarmontePs iHcas, Bidfield^s Polkkal In- 
ftitutiofis, Hiftory of the tloufe of Bradenburg, SuU 
ly*s Memoirs, Hackftone^s Commentaries, Writers 
of the Hiftory of Aujuftus,^ Pope*s Elfey on Man, 
Locke on Eduction, Titus Livy, A Part of Ho- 
race, Travels of Anacharfis^ the Younger, Bufibn'» 
Works, &c,— Doékor Young's Travds^ in Ireland 
have been tranflated by expreiè orders from the 
Emprefe, with a view of diSuiing tke knowlec^e of 
pradicai agriculture through RuiHa. 

A GREAT number of daffic authors have been 
tranflated in Ruflia, and thofe in higheft repute 
have been printed in the original at Mofcow and St 
Peterlburg. The editors indeed are generally fo- 
reigners encouraged by Ruffiaa noUes, who culti-» 
vate ancient learning. 

We fliall conclude this article of the fiterature Oif 
the Ruffians, with a word on Mr Kerafkoflf, brother 
to the counfdlor of ftate, and vice-prefident of the 
college of mines. TUs celebrated man %eàks almofr 

îdl 
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aU the languages of Europe, and this day holds the 
&ft rank among the Ruffian poets. His genius Is 
for Epic poetry. ' He has written a poem upon the 
fciences, and one much better known» and more ex- 
tolled, upon a Journey to Tchefme. This poem is 
in -five tantos. The hero of this Journey is flatter^ 
«d beyond all bounds, ^ven to difgufi, and Gatha* 
rine IL as reafonable, has a good fhare. The Orlo£fs 
have publilhed a fplendid edition of this poem, and 
it is one of the beft. Le Clerc has infj^rted it in his 
hlftory of Ruflia, \yhcre the reader is furprifed tQ 
find it. But what is it that Le Clerc has not laiert- 
«d in his hiAory ? . 



CHAP. XIX. 



TffE Ruffian îanguage.-^The ScIavoHtan. — Oaths if 
the Ruffians. — Academy offdences at St Peterjbu'rg» 
— Its in/litution. — Learned gmtkmen^ wha travel at 
the expence of the Emprefs. — Do^or Gmelin. — PaU 
Içf. — G^orgi. — Fali. — R^t/chhf. — Lefenin. — Gme^ 
lin the nephew. — Guldenjiaedt. — Particulars refped' 
ing Prince Her^^lius. — Re/peûing the Czar Solomon. 

A HE Ruffian language, which is a dialed of the 
Bdavoniad, although it has a Greek alphabet, is 
very rich and very harmonious. It was never cuï- 

Lia tivated 
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vated till the reign of Peter the Great, and had ne 
grammar till that of Elizabeth in the year 1754» 
It was Lomonofoff who digefted it, for the edûca^ 
tion of Catharine's new born fon. This book is 
very far flxort of the perfedion, that ihould exift in 
fuch works, as ought to be elementary, and within 
the reach of every body. But Ruilia is not the onr 
ly nation, where a national grammar has yet to apr 
pear. Except Spain, we know of no nation in Eu- 
rope, that can bpaft of poffeffing one. The Spanifti 
academy in a body compofed it, and in it produced 
a book truly clalîical, which in refpeci: of the branch 
called Univerfal Grammar^ ought to be tranllated ift- " 
to all languages. 

The Ruffian language, or rather the.ScIavonian, 
is one of thofe moft abundant in proverbs. * A fmall 
work that came from the prefs of the univcrfity of 
JVIofcow, contains a coUedion of more thaa four 
thoufand,\ and the greateft number moft ftriking, 
bofh by the tr^th that charafterifes them, and the 
epigrammatic wit, which they contain. . Sancho Pan- 
fa in the Ruffian tranflation recently made,. is as en- 
tertaining as he is in the Spanifli language, whicji is 
one of the moft proverbial in Europe. 

The Greek language is taught only in a very few 
of tlie Ruffian fchools. Men of the world are al- 
pioft as ignorant, of it there as. among us, and to be 
acquainted with it is a mark of diftinçlipn anjiôpg the 

ççclefîaftiç§. 
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ccdefiaftics. So that thofe perfons in Britain, who 
thijok tl^e Greek is the language of the Ruffians, arc 
widely miftaken, for Latin is more commoi? among 
them than Greek. There are really none who ftu- 
dy it but the monks, among whom it becomes in* 
diipenfable, becaufe of their conneâion with the 
church of Conftantinople. 

There is no language, which a nierchant, who 
intends to^travel far into the north, ought to learn 
with more attention than the Scîavonian, becaufe 
with its different dialeds, it is fpoken through a 
greater extent of territory, than any other language 
of the world. It is the language of Bohemia, of 
Moravia, Croatia, Carinthia, Carniola, Sclavonia, 
Bofnia, Servia, Albania, Dalmatia, the greater part 
of Hungary, Bulgaria, Poland, and in fliort of all 
the Ruffias ; fo that a traveller, who has it, can 
make himfeliF be underftood from the frontiers of 
Germany to the fca of Kamfchatka. 

The kind of Sclavonian fpoken by the Ruffians, 
is not fo pleafant as that fpoken by the Hungarians. 
It alfo abounds with Oatbs, fome of which are im- 
precatory and fo ftrbngly forbidden, that whoever 
utters MatjewOj a word not capable of being tran- 
flated, is declared guilty of high treafon, if it be fpo- 
ken againft the prince. 

The Ruffians have alfo very frequently in their 
inoDths, the words, Curwin-Jin^ Bledkinjin^ which 

fignify 
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iignify, Son or Daughter of a W— *rc \ and BahaU^ 
chuftn^ meaning. Son of a B-— ch ; Roman^ a Pagan^ 
Nemtfcbin^ a German» becaufe they reckon it a dif- 
honour to be a German ;. yet it is to the Germans 
that the Ruffians are indebted for what they are at 
this day : It is from the Germans that they havo 
the fciences,^ the arts, and the induftry that are to 
be found in Ruffia. When a German arrives there, 
though the Ruffians know his name, they take de- 
light in calling him Iwan-Iwanowitfcb^ John fon of 
John, an expreffion that anfwers nearly to the 
French Jean-Farine, and the Engiifli^ Silly-Booby. 
The good, German bears the banter* without^ftre&- 
ing himfelf, picks up the roubles of the Ruffians, 
who have no induftry, then returns to his own 
country, tellit^ himfelf he is n6t fuch a Silly-Boo» 
by as the fook, who have enriched him at their e:s> 
pence. ^ ^ 

A^ioNGthefoundatîonSjwhofeobjeâistheprogrefe 
of the arts and fcicnces, our attention was drawn to 
the Imperial academy of fcicnces in St Peteriburg, 
which was inftituted by Peter I. This prince, ha- 
lving obferved, during the courfe pf his travels, how 
much learned foci^ties contributed to the progreÊ 
of knowledge, formed the deiign of ereâing one at 
St Peterfburg. He confulted the oeiebrated Ldib«- 
liitz, who gave him information refpeâîng the dif- 
fierept learned men, whom he ihould invite to Rui- 
' . ûa 
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fia, and rules for the fociety he wiflied to form. 
On thefe dire<aions P^ter inftituted the academy of 
St Peterfburg, and on the tenth day of February 
1^724, figned the ediâ of its creation, and the fta- 
tntes for its regulation. But death furprifed this 
prince fooo after, and allowed him not to execute 
the plan he had formed. It was Catharine I. wjio 
had the glory of coinpleting what Peter L had be- 
gun. On the firft of Auguft 1726, this princefs 
was prefent at one of the meetings, when ProfeiTor 
Bulfinger, a German naturalift of great merit, de- 
livered a difcourfe OÏ1 tte utility of the loadftone 
and compa& in difcovering longitudes. 

The Empreis appropriated a fund of twenty 
tàoufand roubles, (about five thoufand fix hundred 
and twenty five pounds fterling,) for thç fupport of 
this academy, and penfions were given to fifteen 
members, under the title of Profeflbrs of the diffe- 
rent branches of Learning and Science. . The mofl 
diftinguifhed were the two De Lilies £or aflronomy 
and Geography ; Hermann and the two BernouUîs 
(Nicholas and Daniel) for mathematics j Bulfinger 
fVom Wurtemberg for philofophy ; Beyer for hifto- 
ry and antiquities J Bekenflein for the laws of na- 
tions; Leutipann for experimental philofophy; Du- 
vernois for anatomy ; Burger for chymiflry ; Mar- 
tine for eloquence; Grofs, Meyer, and Koht for 
literature. The celebrated Wolf, fo honourably 

. known 
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known to itiathcmaticians and to the; Emprefe, had 
been invited to fill a place fuitable to his abilities ; 
but the fordid intereft which he difcovered, and which 
vexed Leibnitz, who had extolled him to the Em- 
prefs) made the court of St Peterfburg averfe to the 
fglicitation, which his abilities, his pride, and love 

^ of money feemed to challenge. He received an in- 
vitation, ftickled about terms, and no anfwer was 
made him. 

During the (hort reign of Peter II. the pendons 
of the members were not paid, and the dourt abfo-^ 

• ïutely neglefted the academy; but the Empreft 
Anne reftored it her proteftion, and the roubles 
appropriated for its fupport. She alfo added a fe- 
minary for the education of the youth, undet the 
infpeclion of the profeflbrs. Thefe two eftablifh- 
ments profpered for fome time. under the direfitioiît 
of Baron Korff, but at his death, that is to fay, to- 
wards the end of Anne's rei^n, an illiterate maa 
was appointed prefident of the academy, and the a- 
bleft among the academicians left Ruffia. At the 
acceffion of Elizabeth, this illiterate prefident retired, 
the learned members were recalled^ and the acade-* 
my recovered frefli vigour. The firft plan of its in- 
ûitution was extended and completed, and to the 
twenty five thoufand roubles of original foundation 
Elizabeth added four thoufand eight hundred, 
which raifed the whole endowment to fix thoufand 

feven 
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fëven hundred and five pounds fterling. At this 
very period LomonofoflFwas admitted into the num- 
ber of the Academicians. 

Catharine II. always animated with the defirc 
of diffufing inftruâion through her empire, has ta* 
ken the academy more particularly under her own 
protedion. Among the Direftors flie has made 
changes very ufcful to the whole body. At this 
prefent time it is a mufe, very generally known ia 
the north, who is invefted with the titlç of Direélor 
of this academy ; the Princefs Dafchkaw, who is a 
member of the academies ^of Stockholm and Ber- 
lin, and might if Ihe \Vifhed for the honour, be a 
piember of all fuch inftitutions in Europe ; for on 
the banks of the Thames, as well as on thofe of the 
Seine, it affords the greateft pleafure to fee abilities 
united with the graces of the Fair fex. 

The Princefs Dafchkaw enjoys the favour of Ca- 
tharine II. and is well entitled to it, becaufe it is 
fhe, who along with Count Panin, firft formed the 
plan of the famous revolution, that fet Catharine 
on the throne ; and the Princefs was fo much the 
more defcrving of the Czarina's gratitude, as Ihe 
happened to be fitter to the miftrefs of Peter III.-— 
We fhall have occafion to fpeak more at large on this 
revolution, which furprized Europe, and owed, its 
fuccefs folely to the pufillanimity of him, that pro- 
voked it. 

Vol. I. Mm Tax 
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The Princefs Dafchkaw has advifed the Emprcf* 
to reform a number of abufes, which had flipped in- 
to the academy, as they do into all inftitutions of 
this Jcind. Catharine too has caft a fevere eye on 
thofe men, who arc academicians only for the emo- 
luments^ She wi&ed to have, and flie has found 
laborious men, becaufe with money people may get 
whatever they wifh to have. She has alfo infpired 
them with a new ardour for undertaking and con- 
dueling refearches. 

On her recommendation, the moft intelligent 
profeffors have travelled 4:hrough the different pro- 
vinces of the Empire, and as the funds of the aca- 
demy would not have been fufiScient for the expen- 
ces of thefe different tours, the Emprefe has made 
It a prefent of nine thoufand roubles, (two thou- 
fand and twenty five pounds fterling) an act of mu- 
nificence, which ihe has renewed as (rften as occafi- 
on required. 

The objefts of thefe travels have been exjdained 
in the inftruftions delivered by the academy to the 
different perfons, who have undertaken them. Or- 
ders were given to make enquiries into the different 
kinds of water and foil ; the befl: methods of culti- 
vating defcrt and barren grounds; the local difeafes 
of men and brutes, and the beft mode of treating 
them ; the beft way of rearing cattle, and particularly 
fheep, bees, and filk worms j the fituatîon beft adapt- 
ed 
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td to fi&ing and hunting; minerals, commerce and 
other objeâs of induftry ; in fliort into the forma* 
tion of a coUeâion of indigenous plants. It was aU 
fo recommended to them to redify with care, the 
longitude and latitude of the principal cities; to 
snake al^r onomical, geographical, and météorologie 
cal obfervations ; to mark the courfes of rivers ; to 
draw exaâ maps ; to explore and defcribe carefully 
the manners and ufages of different people, their 
cuftoois, and dialefts ; the antiquities and tradi- 
tions believed among them ; their civil and r^ligi* 
ous hiflory, with the prejudices conncfted or flow- 
ing from it : In a word, they were to inveftigate 
^nd remark whatever could contribute to the dif^ 
covery of the real fiate of the empire, in all thefe 
points. 

By means of thdè philofophical excurfions, which 
liave been made with equal exadnefs and judgment, 
we may ^uBfart, without fear of being contradifted, 
that there is perhaps no country, which can boaft 
<rf having, fimultaneoufly, produced fo great a num- 
ber of excellent works, on its internal ftate, its na- 
tural produâions, its topography, its civil and mo- 
ral hiftory, and on the ufages, manners, languages 
and cuftoms of its different tribes. 

The Gentlemen, to whom this laborious but ho- 
nourable taik was committed, were, firft Doâor 
Jbha George Gmdin, then Meffieurs Pallas, Ge- 
M m a orgi. 
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orgi, Falk, Rytfchkoff, (iepechin, Samuel George 
Gmelin, nephew to the Doâor, and Guldenfiaedt, 
to whom we beg leave to draw the attention of our 
readers for a moment. 

Doctor John George Gmelin was a German 
phyfician, and profeffor of Botany in the academy 
of Sciencts of St Peterfburg, from the day of his 
admiffion. In the year 1733» he was commifiioned 
by the Emprefs Anne to travel over Siberia -and 
Kamfchatka. The companions on his journey 
were M. de Lifle de la Cloyere for drawing 
maps, and Mr Mullcr for other particulars; he 
himfclf took charge of the natural hiftory. The 
refult of the journey of thefe three academicians 
was a volume of travels in Siberia, which, as 
foon as publifhed, were tranflated into all thç 
languages of Europe, becaufe they contained the 
moft exaft accounts of Siberia ; an immenfe coun- 
try, of more than twelve hundred leagues in length, 
from eaft to weft, arid five hundred in breadth frorti 
north to fouth. Mr Gmelin has alfo publifhed 
his Flora Siberia^ which among Botanifts is in great 
requeft. 

Mr Pallas, fo juftly celebrated for his great know- 
ledge in natural hiftory, is fon to Simon Pallas, who 
was profeffor of Anatomy at Berlin, and firft phyfi- 
dan to the charity hofpital of that city. He wa$ 
t)orn in the year 1741,'and went through his firft 
' ^ ftudies. 
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ftudies, partly at Berlin, and partly at Gottingcn. 
He profécuted them afterwards in Holland, and ia 
the year 1760 paffed as Dodor in medicine at Lcy^ 
den. The value fet on his abilities by the celebrat- 
ed Gaubius, procured him an efiabliihment at the 
Hague, where he applied chiefly to his Refearches 
on Zoophytes ; a work, which difcovered as much 
genius as method. The reputation he had acquir- 
ed by his di£R;rent writings, induced Catharine IL 
to invite him into Rufiia, as Profeflbr and Infpeôor 
of the Cabinet of Natural Hiftory. He arrived at 
St Peterfburg in the year 1767, and left it in June 
1 768, to travel for the purpofe of making obferva- 
tions on all the provinces fubjeft to Ruffia, in com- 
pany with the learned gentlemen before mention- 
ed. He vifited IJ^ofcow, Wolomer, Kafimof, Mu- 
rom, Arfamas and Kafan, and after having travel- 
kd a great part of the laft province, he fpent the 
winter at Simbirik. In the month of March the 
follojiring year, he fet out again, and taking his 
route by Samara and Orenburg, he went as far a^ 
Gurjef, a little Ruffian fortrefs, fituated at the mouth 
of the river Jaik or Ural : There he examined the 
countries that border on Kalmuc Tartary, and 
thofe, which lie on the Cafpian fea, and returning 
by the province of Orenburg, he paflbd a fécond 
winter at Ufa. After having made feveral excurfi- 
pm into the neighbouring countries^ he left Ufa on 

the 
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the 17th of May 1770, continued his route acroft 
the mountains of Ural as far as Catharineburg, in- 
fpeâed the mines of this diftriâ» from thence pro- 
ceeded to TcheliaWnlk, a fortrefe in the Govern- 
ment of Orenburg, and in December advanced as far 
as ToboUk. He employed the year 1 77 1 in croffing 
the Altaik mountains, and tracing the courfe of 
the Irtifcb, as far as Omik and Kolyvan» whofe h^ 
meus filver mines he vifited. He then went to 
Tomfky and concluded the travels of this year at 
Kraihoyarlk, a town fituated on the Jenifei, where 
he fpent the winter. There the cold was moft in<- 
ttnfjSy for the town is fituated in the lixty feventh 
degree of north latitude. So great was its feverity» 
that he obfervcd the mercury freeze ; a very lingu- 
lar phenomenon, of which he has given a very exad 
defcription. 

H£ left Krafhoyarik on the 7th of March J 772, 
and direded his courfe towards Irkutfck, croffing 
the lake Baikal on his road to Udinlk, Sdigenlkoi 
and Kiakta^ where we have remarked the commerce 
between Rufiia amd China is principally carried on» 
Having penetrated into the part of Dauria, that lies 
on the fouth eafl: of Siberia, he advanced between 
the rivers of Ingoda and Argoun, as £u- as the 
nei^bourhood of the river Amour, and following 
the limits, which feparate the Ruffian empire from 
^ countries inhabited by the Mongol hordes^ that 

are 
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are dependent on China, he returned to Selingcii* 
Ikdi, and fpent a fécond winter at Krafnoyarlk. 

During the fummer 1773, he vifited Tara, Jaîlk 
and Afiracan, and finifhed his travels of this year 
at Tzaritzin, a town fianding on the Wolga, From 
thence he fet out on new travels the following 
fpring, and was on his return to Peterfburg, on 
' the 30th of July 1774, after an abfence of fix years 
and one month. 

The academicians , or artifts, who accompanied 
Mr Pallas in thefe travels, were firft Mr John Ame 
Georgi, a member of the natural fociety at Berlin^ 
who had the charge of the expedition into Oren- 
burg, along with profeffor Falk, of whom we are 
going to fpeak immediately. Mr Georgi who tra- 
velled over Dauria, and palTed through Irkutik, 
Tomlk, Tara, Tobollk, Ifetkoi, IKna, Catharine- 
burg, Ufa and the country of the Barfchkires, has 
drawn very exaâ and valuable maps of all thefe 
' countries. Being as complete an artift as an excel- 
lent phyfician, he has defigned and executed à col- 
leftion of prints, reprefenting the diflferent nations 
of the Ruffian empire, with their dreffes, which 
are as fantaftical as various. Secondly, Mr Falk, 
born in the year 1725, in weft Gothland, a pro- 
vince of Sweden, a Doftor in medicine in the uni- 
verfity of Upfal, a Botanift trained by Linnxus, 
and by the recommendation of this celebrated man, 

I^aced 
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]daced as diftdor of the garden of plants at St Pe- 
teriburg. Aftier having, in company with Mr 
Georgi, traverfed and exploied the countries juft 
now mentioned, his principal attention was direâ- 
ed to the Kirghis, and the colonies adjacent to^them; 
but carrying about with him the feeds of a fright- 
ful difeafe, which affe£ls the intelledual more than 
the natural faculties, Mr Falk was forced to dif- 
continue his obfervations and travels in order to 
recover his health • 

Mr Falk's complaint was an hypocondriac affec- 
tion, which the folitudes of the deferts, through 
which he was travelling, augmented inftead of di- 
minifhing; and when Mr Georgi got back to Kafan, 
in the year 1774, he was a prey to all the violence 
of his difeafe. , From the month of December pre- 
ceeding he had left his bed, and had taken no nou- 
rifliment, but a little bread dried in the Swedifih 
way, called Knaeke Sroed. Every day at noon be 
took fome ilices of this foaked in a little tea, in 
which there was no ftrength. At this time he ftill 
admitted a few friends, but foon after refufed to 
fee them, and reduced himfelf to the moft auftere 
folitude, if we except Mr Georgi, to whom he en- 
trufted his real and imaginary forrows* ^ 

On the 31ft of March 1774 at five o'clock in the 
morning, Mr Falk's huntfman, came all trembling 
to awaken Mr Georgi,^ who run to his friend'^ 

lodgings. 
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lodgings, and found bîm lying dead at the foot of 
his bed.*— He had blown out his brains.-— At his 
fide there was a note, which marked the diforder 
of his mind, but nothing of the difmal refohition 
be had formed of taking away his life. His papers, 
which were carefully coUcftcd, contained remarks 
diftatcd by philofophy, and the love of mankind, 
and only ferved on this occaiton to make him be re- 
gretted by his friends, and thofe who knew him, for 
in his laft moments he was gentlenefs itielf. He 
carried his beneficence the length of prodigality, 
and in order to indulge it, he limited his perfonal 
wants to the narroweft bounds. 

Thirdly, Mr RytfchkofF, fori to CounfeHor 
RytfchkoflF, who has made himfelf fo well knowa 
by his topography of Orenburg, has given the molt 
circumftanttal accounts of the countries, which ex- 
tend along the Bielaja, as far as Kama, and thence 
as far as Kungur. Mr Pallas was particularly delight-» 
ed with the remarks this young man made on the 
Steppe, a defert inhabited by the Kirghis. 

Fourthly, Mr Lepechin, a Ruffian by birth, 
but educated at Straflburg and among foreigners, 
left St Petcrfburg in the year 1768, along with Mr 
Pallas, who had a particular eftcem for him. Their 
oWervations were made in company with one ano- 
ther, till* their arrival at Simbirlk, whence Mr Le« 
pecbin went by himfelf to travel over the province 

Vol. I. N n of 
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of Stawropiol, then vifited the Steppe, which is be- 
tween the Wolga and the Jaik, and in 1771 afcend- 
cd the moft elevated fummit of the Ural. In 1772, 
he was employed by Mr Pallas in examining the 
coafts of the white fea, arid difcharged the duties of 
ijhis appointment in the moft fatisfaclory manner» 
In 1773 he finiflied his travels by Plefekoff, Mohiloff, 
the banks of the Dwina, paffed through Riga, and 
returned by the coaft to St Peterfburg. 

Mr Pallas has revifed all thefe travels, and narra* 
ted them in five volumes quarto. They are very, 
interefting, and have added greatly to the reputation 
he had acquired by his knowledge and charafter. 
This work has been tranflated into French and met 
with much fuccefs. 

: Expeditions of this kind, in wild countries, and 
among roving nations, more or lefs barbarous, have 
not been made without expofing the adventurers to 
,x thouland dangers, and if Mr Pallas has concluded 
his fortunately, it is not without having had much 
to fufFer, ajrtd without having been expofed to the 
g;reateft dangers. " I return,** faid he when con- 
cluding his relation, " with an enfeebled body and 
'^ grey hairs, although I am only thirty three years 
*^ of age ;. yet I am much ftronger than when I was 
". in Siberia, and I am indebted to providence, for 
*« having preferved me from innumerable dangers." 

After 
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After having diftînguîlhed himfelf as a natura- 
lift of the firft rank, Mr Pallas dcferved to be placed 
among critics the moft judicious, by tracing the very 
complicated hiftory of the tribes, that wander in 
thefc'vaft regions, which extend from the northern 
coafts to the boundaries of India. This he has done 
in a book publi&ed under the title of " A colleiHon 
for the Political^ Natural and Civil Hijhry of the Mon- 
gol tribes.** He throws a new light on the annals 
of this people, whofe anceftors' conquered RufEa, 
China, Perfia and Indoftan, and at diflferent periods 
founded the moft extenfive empire, that ever be- 
longed to a fingle people. At the end of thefe tra- 
vds, we fliall fay a few words on this fubjeft. In 
the mean time we fliall remark, that the general de- 
nomination of Tartars, which hitherto the moft part 
of authors have given to the different Afiatic hordes, 
has been only a miftake. Mr Pallas proves that the 
Mongols are undoubtedly a people diftinâ: from the 
Tartars, by their figure, language, kind of govern- 
ment, and that they only refemble them in a tafte 
for a wandering life, which is common to them 
both. 

The fHrimitive nation of Afia, whofe origin, hif- 
tory, and prefent ftate, are the fubjeâ: of this inte- 
refting work, is indebted for all its celebrity to. its 
feunder Gengis-Kan. When his vaft empire was 
difn^çmbered under his fucceffors, in the fixteenth 

N n 2 century. 
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century, the Tartar and the Mongol hordes, who 
had formed only one and the fame fiate, feparated 
anew, and from that time have remained diltinâ 
;ind independent of one another. Mr Pallas divides 
the Mongol horde into three principal tribes, IMcuh^ 
gols, Oerats or Kalmucs, and Burats, and defcribes 
each of them with that precifion, which charaâeri- 
zes his works. The laft volume efpecially, which 
appeared pofterior ^o the other three, contains a very 
particular account ^f the religion of thefe ftates* It 
1% the religion of the Dahi Lama^ of Thibet and of 
the Sovereigns Manjhuek^ who at prefent fit on the 
throne of China. So that this work communicates 
things as new as intereiling, which, Mr PaUas a& 
£rms, are not the refult of fome hear- fays, Hk^ 
moft of the accounts givçn of countries far diftant 
or little known. 

In June 1777» this illuftrious fcholar read at s^ 
meeting of the academy of St Peteriburg, at which 
the King of Sweden was prefent, a dilfcrtation oçi 
the formation of mountains, and the changes, which 
pur globe has undergone, efpecially in Ruifia. This 
work has been, and it well defer ved to be, tranik-r 
ted into French. What he has written of the Tar. 
tars has met with the fame feivourable reception. 

Since Mr Pallas completed his travels, he has 
been occupied with publiihing fome very cukrious 
paemoris on different objeds çf saturai hiftory^ on 

the 
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tîic tutîoiifi of that part of Afia, through which he 
trareUed» and other fubjecls equally intereftingi 
fie has been engaged with the publication of a mag<> 
ikiificent work, which the £mpref$ has ordered to be 
printed at her own expence, containing a complete 
defcription of all the vegetables, that grow in tht 
Ruffian Empire. This work has been rendered very 
yaluable, and at fame time very dear, by the great 
number of engravings publiflied along with it, and 
reprcfcnting the t-areft and mpft ufeful plants.— In 
a word, Mr Pallas has been charged with arrang- 
ing, and publifliing the manufcripts left by Samuel 
George Gmelin and Guldenftaedt, two men of 
learning, who, like himfelf, have by their labours 
contributed to the difcoyery of the different parts 
pf the Ru0ian Empire. 

Doctor Samnel George Gmelin, nephew to the 
Gentleman, who travelled by the orders of the Em- 
preis Anne, was at firft profeffor of natural hîftory 
>t Tubingen, where he was born in the year 1715^ 
He was afterwards brought to Ruffia, and admitted 
a mçmber of the academy of St Petcrlburg. In 
June 1768, he left this city and vifited Mofcow^ 
Woronetz, Axoff, Kafan, and Aftracan. In the 
years 1770 and 1 771, he took a furvcy of the ports 
on the Cafpkin fea. He examined with particular 
attention the provinces of Perfia, that are contigu* 
pus to this ièa, and has given a minute defcription 
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of them, in four volumes o£ his travels, which have 
already appeared. An ardent thirfi, and flattering 
hope of n^aking freih difcoveries, induced him to 
attempt a like expedition in the weftern parts of 
Perfia, which are conftantly infefted Mdth numerous 
gangs of banditti. With this intention, in the 
month of April 1772, he fet out from Enzelli, a 
fmall town in the province of Ghilan, on the fouth 
coaft of the Cafpian fea, furrounded as he was with 
difficulties and dangers. Till December 1773, it 
was not in his power to reach Sallian, a town fitu- 
ated at the mouth of the Kur. Thence he penetra- 
ted as far as Baku and Kuba in the Shirvan, where 
he was gracioufly received by Aly Feth, Kan of that 
country. Having been joined by twenty Coi&cs 
belonging to Ural, he continued his route, and was 
only four days journey from Kifliar, when he and 
his companions were arrefted on the 5th of Febru- 
ary, by the order of Ufmei, Kan of a very fmall 
territory, which he had been advifed to go round, 
inftead of croffing it, becaufe this Kan's neighbours 
knew Ufmei's bad intentions. The Kan's pretence 
for this ihameful piece of conduâ was, that the 
Ruffians had given an afylum to feveral families of 
his fubjeâs, who had deferted from his dominions, 
about thirty years ago, and he was confequently 
entitled to detain Gmelin and his companions, till 
Ithefe fugitives were reftored to him. Thus the wir 

fortunate 
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fortunate Gmelin was given up to all the horrors 
of the moft cruel captivity. Fatigue, uneafinefs, 
unwholelbme diet, and the inclemency of the cli- 
mate completely ruined a conftitution, already re- 
duced by pleafure, to which he was exceffively ad- 
difted, and undermined by the toils of feveral long 
journeys. 

In the month of July of the fame year, in which 
he was arretted, he died at Achmetkent, a poor 
village of Caucafus. It is faid that vexation at ha- 
ving loft a part of his papers or his coUeâions, 
which were very rare, haftened his death. At the 
time he was taken prifoner, fome of his manufcripts 
were fent to Kifliar, and it afterwards proved a 
work of infinite difficulty to extort the reft from 
the hands of the barbarian, who kept him in con- 
finement. The care of arranging them,-'for the 
purpofe of making a fourth volume, was at firft 
committed to Guldenftaedt ; but death prevented 
him from ever putting a hand to the work, and 
Mr Pallas was entrufted with this precious talk. 

John Anthony Guldenstaedt, born at Riga 
in the year 1745, was admitted into the medical 
college at Berlin in 1763. He took the degrees of 
Doftor in the Univerfity of Frankfort on the Oder, 
in the year 1767. The different languages he knew, 
and his acquaintance with natural hiftory, made him 
be choiea as a coadjutor in the plan of travelling pro- 

pofed 
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pofed by the academy of fcîençc^. He was îtiTÎted 
to St Peterfburg, and arrived there in the year 
1768. At firft he was named affiftant, then a mem- 
ber of this academy, and profeffor of natural hiftè- 
ry. In the year 1768, hefet out on the projefted 
travels, and was abfent for feven years. 

By way of Mofcow, where he continued till the 
year 1769, and of Woronetz, Tzaritzin and Aftra- 
can, he proceeded to Kifliar, a fortrefs fituated on 
the weft coaft of the Oafpian fea, near the frontiers 
of Perfia. In the year 1770^ he vifited the country 
watered by the Tereck and AMkai, to the eaftem 
extremity of Caucafus, The following year he pe- 
netrated into the diftriâ: of Offet, which forms the 
higheft part of this range of mountains, and trave- 
led over this country, protefted by a guard of Of- 
fetians, furnilhed by Prince Heraclius, from whom 
he received afliftance of all kinds. As he ftaid fon>c 
time at his eafe among the Offetians, there he compo- 
fed Vocabularies of the language fpoken by that peo- 
ple, made refearches into their hiftory, anddiftover- 
ed among them feme remains of chriftianity. He 
then purfued the northern ridge of Caucafus, and 
proceeded into Georgia, where he was admitted to 
an audience of Prince Heraclius, who was then en- 
camped, about ten werfts from TefHis. 

Prince Heraclius, or as he is called in that coun- 
try, Czar Iracli, who defended himfdf fa boldly 

againft 
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JàpjnBi ûit Turks in the war 177e» and at prdent 
reigns ova: all Georgia, Kaket, &c. Is a man of fix- 
ty years and more. His ftatuiPc is; ordinary, his 
complexion fwarthy, eyes large, viiage long and 
his beard but fmall. He fpent his youth at ihe 
court, antl in the armies of the famous Nadir Shach» 
where he formed a great attadiment to the Perfiau 
manners and cuftoms, which he introduced into his 
own ftates. He has feven fons and fix daughters* 
The Kans of Perfia refped him, fear him, and ofl 
ten take him for mediator in their differences. He 
is looked on as a prince of great courage, as an able 
general, and his Georgians are efteemed the beft 
foldiers in thefe countries. Although he has only 
a revenue of little more than a hundred thoufànd 
pounds fierling, he keeps an army of fix thoufand 
men. He is fond of ihow and expence. Gulden-' 
fiaedt accompanied him on an expedition along the 
river Kur, eighty miles into the heart of Georgia, and 
returned along with him to Teflis, which is the capital 
of this prince's dominions. He paffed the winter 
there, and in the following fpring he examined the 
country, followed the prince into the province of 
Kaket, and advanced to thofp on the fouth, inhabit 
ted by Tartar Turcomans, who are fubjiea to He- 
rticlius. — He was in the fuite of a Georgian noble* 
man, whom he cured of a dangerous difeafe. 
Vol. I. O o . Ik 
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- In July Iter traveHod over the conatry of* Imref^ 
winch lies bet^c© the Cafpian and the Black fea^ 
and Î» bounded by Georgia on the caft, by th# 
<jauntry of Oflfet on the north, by Mingrelia on the. 
weft, and by Tni'fcey on the foath. 

, The fovcreign of Imrtt, ftyled the Prince, or 
Czar Solomon, having prohibited, when he fucceed* 
ed to the rcg'ency, the fcandalous traflfc which thef 
nobles of his dominions made of their pes^antsy 
drew on himfelf the rebutment of the Turks, into- 
f efted m thi^ branch of commerce. They got Mjn: 
depofed by their intrigues, and forced Mm to fly ta 
the mountains, where he lived for fixteen years^ 
wandering and living like a ÊLvage, concealing him- 
felf in woods, caves, and thethiçkeft foreft$, where 
e^ten his valour almie was not able to defend him 
againft the aifaffins, who were jfearching fiHT hinu 
At laft in the war 1770, hè was again fet on the 
throne by the Ruffians. This; prince generally wear^ 
a plain brown coat, and carries a mufket. On: 
great occafions he appears in a robe of rich gold em<^ 
broidery, with a fflver chain about his neck. He 
rides on an afs, which is perhaps the only cre*- 
tiire of its fpecies in his dominions; This afs, and 
2 pair of boots, which are a rarity in that country, 
diftinguifb hnn from his fubjefts, with whom iie 
delights to be Surrounded. He has no reguhp. 
troops, nor artillery, but he can aflfemble^ when 

need 
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«teed requires, an army of about fix thouiand men, 
^ the found of a fort of horn. He caufes his ediâsr 
be pubUfhed in the markets, which arc held.pn FrU 
jéaj^.by a man, who climbs a tree, and the.nce de* 
livers tbem to the tradefmen, who on (heir return^ 
<ommuniciite than. to their neighbour}, iq thçîr re» 
i^âive dwellings. ./ 

His -fubjeâs profefs the Greek religion, or l'athçf 
conneâ it with ibme fuperftitious praâices, drawn 
from neither Chrifiianity nor Mahometanifm^ bu| 
from a credulous ignorance, that kneels before eva-i 
ty obje£L 

Fui.L of gratitude &r Ruffîa, the Czar Solomon 
gave a very kind reception to Ouldenftaedt, and a£; ^ 
lifted him to the utnxoft of his power. This inquiv 
fittve traveller afterwards penetrated Into the ridg» 
in the middle of Caucafus, traverfed the interior of 
Georgia, the confines of Mingreli%, the lower and 
eafiiern Imret. After having made a fortunate e- 
fcape from the banditti, who ramble through thefe 
wild regions, he retvirned to Kifliar to pafs the Win^- 
ter, and there ]|)rjOcured a variety of information re^ 
fpeâing the neighbouring tribes of Tartars on 
mount Caucafus, and particularly refpeéling the 
Lefgees. During the fummer following he travel* 
Jed into the greater Cabardia, the length of mount 
Beihtan, which is the-^^oftieft fummit of the firill 
ridge of Caucafus; « He then vifited the mines of 

O « Mîtdihar, 
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MadCbar, and 'arrived at Tcberlkaik on the Dob; 
Thence he directed his way to Azoff and Tagjpirok^ 
and ^ded his travels of the year 1774 at Krenfent- 
ihnk, in the-goveinment of New Ruffia. îïe wa% 
preparing for entering the Crimea the next year, 
but having befrn recalled, he returned by Ukraine 
to Mofcow and St Feterfburg, wh^e h^ arrived in 
March 1775. 

He was bufily engaged with arranging his manu<^ 
fcripts, but before he was able to complete their or- 
der» a violent fever carried him off in March 178 1. 
He has publiflied iAvevfi^ treafifes and difiertations 
pn fubjeds relating to niiedicine^ natural hifiory, 
gec^raphy, and the commerc^ of Ruffis^. In Gul« 
(ienftaedt the Ruffians have lo^ a man, whom they 
frill npt be able tq replace for a long time to comcit 

.. ., . ' K ... ^ ■ ■ 

CHAP. XX. 

fjinsAxr behnging tQ the academy of ftiencesy—CaUmt 
of Natural Hijhry^ — Anatomical collégien behnging 
io tbis cabinet. — Mufeum. — CoUe&ion tf M^idals.-^ 
The GottQrp^Globe. 

TIThE accpupts of the eftabliflimait of the Academy 
pi Sciences at St Peterfbur j^ aqd of the adva^tageff 
ycf^Itîng from it, will be very naturally accompa- 
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Bted widi a defcrq>ti6n of the library and cabinei of 
natural hiftory. 

A i.£Afi.NED gentleman, long conneâed with Ah 
library, has remarked very juftly, that war, whidic 
in moft countries hurts the progreis of the fdences, 
has been of fervice to them in Ruffia ; becaufe thisi: 
library owes its ongin to two thpufand five hundred 
volumes, feized by Peter I. at Mittau, in the wit 
againft the Swedes. It. was afterwards augmented 
by. the liberal donations of this Emperor and his 
fucceflbrs, and a few years ago there was added to 
it the curious coUedion of books, which Prince 
Radzivil had at Newitz, and the Ruffians feized 
upon, in the year 1772, during the troubles în Po- 
land. It has received, and is daily receiving addi- 
tions from the uninterrupted donations of Catha- 
rine II. who is book-mad in every fenfe of the word.' 

The number of books in this library amounts to 
s^out thirty fix thouÊind. The moft ancient ma- 
nufcripta are the lives of the faints, written in the 
year 1298, and Neftor's chronicle, of which we 
have already fpoken. This chronicle, with thofc of 
Novogorod, of Plelkoff, Ukraine, Ka&n, and AC 
tracan, the genealogical tables of the ancient Grand 
Dukes, from Wolodimer to Iwan-baffiliowitfch; 
compofed in the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth 
centuries, tnay make it^be reafonably prefumed; 
^faat Ruffia is very rich in documents relating to its 

ancien! 
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^indent ftnd modern hiftbry. Thefe ancieat manu- 
fcripts are all in the Sdavonian language* 
- Russia fuftained an irreparable lofs by tjbe burn» 
log of the celebrated library of Kiow, which hap* 
pened under the rdgn of Peter L and made him 
ihed tears, becaufe it contained the moft predous 
materials for hiftory, of whkh thé manufcripts kept 
2,t St James' de Waldai, and in the cathedral of 
Wolodimer, have not fupplied the place. 

In the library of the academy there are fi3^teen 
volumes in folio, which contain the negod^tions of 
the minifters of Peter I. from the year 47 n till 
Ï716J and thirty volumes of Prince Menzikoff's 
Gorrefpondence on public afiairs, from 1703 till 
1717. Thefe colleâions would be good documenta 
for compofing an authentic hiftory of Peter 1; a 
«97ork, which is fiill wanted, nqtwithûatfdin^ thofe 
publiihed by Theophanes and Voltaire. 

A MAKUSCRJPT, modern indeed, but highly và« 
toed On account of the auguft perfonage, who wfote 
it, is the fet of inftruftions, which the £mpre& fent 
lo the committee chofen to compile a new code* 
They were drawn up and written with her own 
hamd, and are kept in a beautiful vafe of bronze, al- 
yays fet on die table, at the public meetings of the 
academy ; a compliment not more academical than 
philofophical. 

- Amokq 
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Abono other books in this literary repofito*y^ 
the attention of vifitants is drawn to a voliïme» 
which contains the z&s and epiftles of the apoiUes^ 
preferved not for what it contains, but becaiafe it 
was the firft book printed in Ruffia. Mr Nidiols, 
in his treatife on thé origin of printing, tellâ us^ 
that this fame book was ten years under the .prefs. 
It bears the date of the year 15645 and was printed 
at Mofcow. 

. Tms library contains perhaps a greater numbec^. 
of Chinefe books than any other, that we know of^ 
in Europe. There are about twenty eight thoufand 
feparate numbers. Mr Leontief, who fpent feveral 
years at Pekin, where is a Ruffian church, and 
^here {omc Ruffian ftudents are kept, for the pur- 
{>o(e of learning the Chinefe language, has made out > 
an exaâ catalogue of them. 

Hitherto Europe has ftood indebted to the, 
French for almoft all that is known with any cer- 
tainty of the inland fEate of China, but the Ruffians,* 
their neighbours^ are endeavouring to avail them- 
ffdves of their fkuatron, for procuring the infornia- 
tion fefpcfting this country, which we have not;, 
or does not appear authentic, although certifier^ 
by ieveral authors, with the fan>e tone, with whicji^ 
truth is fuppôrted. But thofe, who affirm ajc 
monks, and thofe monks^ Jefuits; this is a powe rful 
leaibn for confiding only in the Ruffians. 
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The bonds of friendlhip, which have for fotoé 
time conncifVed the cdurts of St Peterfburg and Pé- 
kin, have facilitated the acquifition of Chinefe books 
and the eftabliihment of a feminaiy at Pekin, and 
thus enabled the Ruffians to obtain a more conaplete 
and accurate knowledge of this country. In confe* 
quence of thefe advantages there have been lately 
publifeed at Peterfburg, fçveral interéfting works 
upon the laws, hiftory, and geography of Chioa^ 
which have been extracted or tranflated from the 
original publications at Pekin/ 
^ The different articles, which compofe the cabinet 
of natural hiftory, are diftributed with great judge- 
ment through different apartments, and confiittite. 
a collection of the productions of the country, which 
is. as rich as it is curious, and has beeft confideraUy 
augmented by the colledion of Pallas, Gmdin, Gul*- 
denftaedt, and other learned men, who have travel- 
led through the provinces of the empire. 

: We v/ere fhewn different famples of rhubarb, ga- 
jthered in the province of Scliidfliu, on the fron- 
tiers of China, and almoft eight hundred werfta 
irom Kiakta. This precious vegetable is found on 
a fmali hill, defended by the fort Schonefey, in the 
nTeighbourhood of a rich gold mine. It is not pro- 
duced on the fummit of the hill, which is continu- 
ally covered with fnow. It is at the foot, where 
the «arth is ftreaked with red, refembKng broad 

^rata 
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ftrata of good ore, tKftt the rhubarb of bcft quality 
grows. It has s long ftcms, large oval leaves, and 
grows without any culture. The feed ^ is broad, 
round and thick. The Tùngufl arc the people who 
gather it. After having* pulled it from the earth, 
they hang it up on ropes nriade of herbs, and then 
fell it to the Bucharians, who dry it a fecond time? 
and tranfport it on their camel, into Ruffia. 

We had aHb fliewn us fome virgin Edredon^ that 
is Edredon unmixed^ the greateft part oT which comes 
from Archai^el. This is a fort of 'very foft down, 
' which a kind of geefe, very common in Iceland, 
caft in the moulting feafon. They rub themfelves 
in their nefts, to which thefe light feathers adhere.' 
When the moulting is over, the country people^ 
feize upon their nefts, and pile them up in large iroa 
machines, ftrait above, and covered with a grate o£ 
a very few bars. They dry them at the fun, and 
after they have been brought to a very great degree 
of drynefs, they beat the feathers in the cage, till the 
dowa being feparated from the earth, with which it 
was impregnated, fticks to the grate, whence they 
draw it, for the purpofe of making thofe beds or 
cufliions, on which the Sybarite* endeavours to pro- 
voke fleep, which flies from his eye Jids, and is en- 
joyed by the laborious man in every quarter of the 
globe, even without Edredon. 

Vol. I. ï" P The 

• A Voluptuous Man. 
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TriE word Edredon^ which is written alfô Aigle* 
dofiy comes from the German word Eyder^dunen* 
Eyder err Ader, is the name, which the Icelanders 
give to the goofe, that furniflies the Edredon ; and 
Dunen fignifies feathers ; whence it follows that Ed- 
redon is the plumage of a goofe, not of the Eaglet, 
ks vulgarly fuppofed. . , 

In this cabnet^ we faw the largeft piece Qf mag* 
net perhaps in Europe* It weighs fix potids^ that 
is, about two hundred and fourteen pounds Englife, 
arid attracts oi* dan attraft a block of iron of near 
five hundred and fifty pounds. It was taken from 
the magnet mountain, ncfar the river Werchnei-Kifil^ ' 
towards the upper Jaik. None arc found on the 
top of the mountain, but within a compafe of two 
or three werfts round the foot. The part of thefe 
ilones expofcd to the air is endued with the great- 
eft magnetic power, but it is at fame time tenderer 
and not fo fit to be enchafed, as the part below 
groundé ' 

The anatomical collection of tfiiî cabinet is veify 
highly valued, becaufe it was made by the celebrated 
Ruyfch, Anatomift at the Hague, who fold it to Peter 
I. in the yîar 1 7 1 7, for thirty thoufand Dutch florins^ 
or two thoufand feven hundred pounds ftefling. 
The moft valuable part of it is, a feries of fetufes^ 
from the.firft formation to the birth of the child, 
all preferved in fpirits of wine^ There are likewife 

injeâions 
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tnjeâîoils of the brain, and of the eye, done witl? 
much art; and in the eye efpecially, there are mtem- 
branes, fo fine and delicate, that none but the ableft 
praâitioners in anatomy, fucceé4 in thefe injections. 
From this cabinet you pafs into the Mufeum^ 
called by the Ruffians, the Chamber of Rarities ^ and 
well does it defervc this name. The ornamenbi 
found in the tombs in Siberia, feveral of which are 
of great value, firft engage the attention of foreign* 
ers. Thefe curiolities confift of bracelets, fome of 
them weighing a pound \ of necklaces in the fornni 
of ferpents; of vafes, cVowns, bucklers, and figures 
of animak, all of filver and gold ; fabrcs with hilts 
ornamented with jewels j Tartar idols and othep 
antiquities. This quantity pf gold work would npt 
appear credible, if we had not feen it with pur own 
ey^s, and if fome authentic documents did not 
prove it to be, as we have advanced j and by it we 
are induced to believe, that the people^ who buried 
fo many valuable articles, muft have been very rich. 
But what idea can be formed of a civilized nation^ 
capable of producing fuch work$ of art, and fettled 
iu ancient times on the banks of the Irtifçh^ Tpbol 
ahdjeniij^i? Mr Muller who has inveftigated thi§ 
fubjeâ, and during his travels in Siberia exanHne4 
feveral places, where fuch tomb^ were opened, ha| 
formed feveral very pro%ible conjectures on thi§ 
pcojâe.— The generality of writers on this pointy 

P P 3 haye 
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have reafoned only after his plan. Xh^ followifig 
is a fpecimen of his conjeftures. 

After having defcribed the feveral forts of tombs 
difcovered in the fouth part of Siberia, he add^ j 
^* As in many of thefe tgmbs, there have been found 
^* bones of men, women, horfes, and ahb lances, 
•' bows, arrows, and other arms, it appears evident 
*' that the lame fuperltitious notions, ftill p;rçvailing 
*• in India, were in former times received in thefe* 
*^ countries, and that it was believed among thein, 
" the fouls of men continued to lead in the otheç 
^* world, the fame kind of life, which pleafçd them 
*' in this. In confequence of this opinion, the fa* 
•• vourite wife, fervants and hoi;fes of a man of dif. 
^* tinâion, were, at his death, burnt on his tomb, 
^* and interred along with him ; his arms too, his 
^' clothes, and every thing he valued moft highly, 
♦^ went the feme way. It is alfo, in confequence of 
^^ this opinion, th^t the Indian wives, at this day^ 
^^ burn themfelves on the feme funeral piles, oq 
^^ which the dead bodies of their hufbands are con* 
f' fumed to afhes.** 

Mr Mulier alfo remarks, that in examining the 
andenr archives of Yakutlk, he foun4, that the 
fame praâice prevailed among the inhabitants of 
that country, àt the time thç Ruffiûis firft made a 
conqueft of it; and that the only method, that 
could be devifed for extirpating it, was to pupifl) 
* - / ' '■ . as 



TRAVELS IN RUSSIA- ^oi 

is murderers, all fuch perfons, as made fiidi facri-^ 
fices of wivesT or domeftics for the pretended ièrvicé 
pf theif dead.' ■ 

After having thus accounted for the quantity 
of gold and.fiiver found in theiè tombs, Mr MuUer 
attempts to determine, who the people were, to 
whom it might have bjdouged, and he refolvcs this 
difficult queftion with the fstfne f^igacity. Hebe- 
^ns with affirming, that the richeft of thefe tombs 
were ereâed in the time of Gengis-Kan, and his 
immediate fucceflbrs, and are to be found on the 
banks of the Wolga, Tobol and Irtifch ; that the 
jricheft next to thefe are in the deferts of the Jenifei, 
a:nd the leaft rich of all, ftand in the country fur- 
rounding the lake Baikal. He fuppofes that all of 
them have been conftruâed by the Mongol hordes, 
and at different periods ; and that this fingle peo* 
pie at different fîmes inhabited the countries, where 
thefe monuments have been difcovered. He founds 
on the following fads.' Geiigis-Kan laid the foun- 
dation of this extenfive empire in the beginning of 
the thirteenth century. The wandering hordes of 
Mongols, who were firft under his dominion,, pof- 
feffed the banks of the Selonga, Tola, Ookou and 
Anon^^om the river Amour, to the Mongol de- 
fcrt, which terminales with the Chincfe wÉl. Thefe 
hordes ivcire very poor, and confequently the fombs 

foun4 
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found in thofe countries contain nothing, but whsit 
is of little value. 

As foon as Gengis had reduced them to a ftate 
0f fubjeâion^ he turned his arms to another quar- 
ter, and with the aifiûance of thefe warlike people 
he and his fucceflors conquered a great part of 
China, Independent Tartary, Perfia, and all the 
country, which extends to the Black fca. They 
even kept Ruilla for fome time under their yoke« 
The fpoil, they had got in this immenfe extent of 
country, was almaft all coUeâied aqd concentrated in 
the places, where they had filled the refidence of the 
principal Kan, of whom all the reft held ; for at the 
death of Gengis this empire was divided into feve- 
Tal principalities. Towards the middle of the thir- 
teenth century, the refidence of the chief or fu- 
preme Kan, was at a ^ort defiance from the banks 
of the Irtifch, as may be feen in the travels of Rub^^ 
ruqms the miffionary, who on his way to the court 
of the Kan Magnu, fpeaks of the river Jaik, as the 
laft he croffed. So it is probable that the refidence 
of this Kan was fituated between thefe two rivers^ 
and this hypothefis receives confirmation from this 
faft, that the richeft tombs have been difcovered 
between the Jaik and Irtifch. 

But as^it was towards the beginning of the fif- 
teenth century, that this empire of the Mongol^ 
was difmembered, i% muft have been during the 

thirteenth 



TRAVELS IN RUSSIA, 503 

thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, that thefe peo- 
ple colfefted the immenfe fpoils, which themaghifii. 
cent ornaments found in their tombs give room to. 
fuppofe. Jt has too been remarked that feveral of 
thefe ornaments are executed with as much taâe a^ 
degance. Where then could they^have been made? 
For the ftate of the arts in the caft, at that time^ 
will not allow us to fuppofe them the work- of the 
people refiding in the eaft. They muft therefore be 
Unqueftionably the work of European artifts, whom 
the magnificence of Gengis and his fucceflbrs invit* 
ed to their courts j and it is a fad, that Rubruquis^ 
at the court of Magnu, met with a Goldfmith from 
France, called Guillaume Boucher, who waâ em- 
ployed by this Kan. 

Mr MuUer however, with his ufual candour^ 
makes an exception to this general propofition, 
** that all the tombs of Siberia in which arms and pre^ 
tioUs ^eâls have been difcovered^ belonged to the Mon* 
gals.** He defcribes fome, that appear of a much 
more ancient date, and contain arms and utcnfils 
of copper. The latter are alfo prfeferved in the 
chamber of rarities* The hangers, the laiices, and 
the fwords being conftantly of copper, feem to prove 
that the people, to whom the tombs beloriged, knew 
ïiot the ufe of iron, and confequently were prior to 
the Mongol hordes, and much more an.cient. Mr 
Muller, who in all his refearches has difplayed won* 

derfuî 



304 TRAVELS IN RUSSIAi 

dcrfiil fagacity, fuppofcs thefc people to hive bcéà 
the Igurs^ or Uigurs^ or Hungurs, who are. believed; 
to have been the anceftors of the modern Hungari- 
ans, .and at a Very remote period inhabited a part 
of Siberia. This is the more readily conjeâured; 
that one of the necklaces found in thefe tombs bears 
a perfeft referribhnce to thofe worn by* the Hunga- 
rian ladies at this very day. It is alfo iaid that 
GengisKan and his fubjeds, the Mongols, borrow- 
ed from thofe people the alphabet and art of printing, - 
both of which they ^ere utterly ignorant of. But 
Mr Muller gives this only as a conjecture, and ad- 
mits the difficulty of deciding pofitively, by what 
people thefe copper arhis and inftruments^ were ufed» 
or at what precife period the tombs were ercfted. 

With much pkafure and minute attention did 
we furvey a long gallery, deftined to colleft the dif- 
ferent dreffes of the tribes fubjed to the Ruffian 
empire, of the nations of the eaft, and of the:Chi- 
nefe in. particular: and alfo another roorp fiUcowith 
the dreffes, >ârms, and inftruments brought from 
the iflands lately difcovered between Afia and Ame- 
rica, and from the places next to .the continent, 
that have been vifited by Riiffian navigators. There 
we faw fome caps ornamented with long treffes of 
hair, in the tafte of the ancient helmets ; dreffes of 
fea-otter and rein-deer fkins, and of feathers dyed 
red, ornamented with leather fringes^ hair and fi. 

jiews^ 
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news J fomc wooden malks reprefenting the head of 
a large fifh, or of an amphibious animal^ which the 
inhabitants ufe in t^eir great entertainments. 

In this gallery there are alfo different idols, pro- 
,cnred by Mr Pallas, which belonged to the Kalmucs 
or Mongol hordes, that wander in Siberia, of whom 
the greatcft number are yet idolaters, and attached 
to the religion of the Dalai Lama. Some of thefc 
divinities are reprelented on coarfe cloth; others . 
are made of burnt clay, painted or gilt ; a very few 
of bronze are brought from Tibet. ïhefe are ge- 
nerally grotefque figures with feveral hands and 
arms, fitting with their legs acrofs. They refera- 
ble thofe, which are the objefts of worfhip among 
feveral fefts of the caft : they are hollow, and ge- 
nerally full of relics, maxims, and prayers. Prints 
of the moft remarkable among them are to be found 
in Mr Pallas' travels. 

From the hall of rarities and curiofities, our 
guides led us to that of medals. The coUeftion of 
Ruffian coins, which throw great light on the an- 
cient hiûory of this country, merit an attentive ex- 
amination. In former times, fmall bits of leather or 
martin fkins fupplied the place of coins, and were ' 
circulated among' the inhabitants of thefe countries; 
bat in commerce with foreigners, the Ruffians bar- 
tered their commodities with gojd and filvcrin in- 
gots, as the Chinefc flill do at this day. 
Sol. I. C^q It i 
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. It is not certainly known when money began td 
be coined in Rufl^a, but it is vejry probable that the 
Tartars introduced the pradjce.-^-The Ruffian coin» 
are divided into nine clafles* 

THEyfr/? confifts of all thofe, which have no le^ 
génd, and they are doubtlefs the moft ancient. On 
ihcxn you fee fometimes a man on horfeback, hold- 
ing a {word, but moft frequently a coarfe reprefcn- 
tation of certain animals ; which circumftance, ac-* 
cording to the ingenious conjecture of a Ruffian hit 
torian, proves the Tartar origin of thefe coins. 

Tun fécond clafe comprehends the coins, that have 
a Tartar legend, and reprefent men on foot, on horfe- 
back, with fey mitars, lances, or falchions in their 
hands : fometimes griffins, goats, birds,"and fwans. 
, In the third are to be ranked the coins, which 
have both Tartar and Ruffian legends. 

In the fourth j thofe which have only Ruffian let- 
ters without a date. 

. It may be remarked on thefe three laft claffes^ 
that, fince the Ruffian coins bore a legend, Tartar or* 
Ruffian characlers, frequently both the two, are to 
be fouild on thefe coins, in proportion as the fove* 
, reigns of Ruffia were more or lefs under thé Tartar" 
yoke. 

In the ffth clafs we rank the coins Under, the 
Grand Dukes, from Baffili-Demetjriowitfch down 
to Iwano- witfch- 

. ' It 
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* In the Jtxtb^ the coins of the princes of the blood, 
who poffefled independent principalities, fuch as 
thofe of .Galitz, Svenigorod, Mofliaifk, Bielozero, 
Sufdal, Rezan, Twer, &c. 

In the/eventh we rank thofe of the principal ci- 
ties, which had the right of coining money : as No^ 
vogorod, Ple&ofF, Mofcow, Twer, &c. The coins 
of Novogorod are the oldeft. There the Tartar mo- 
«ley had no circulation, though commerce rendered 
the Lithuania© and Swedifli very current. 

To the eightb clafs belong the monies coined 
from the time of Iwan-Baffiliowitfch IL till the ma- 
jority of Peter L The firft piece of gold was coin- 
ed under the reign of Iwan, under whom the art 
of coining was brought to confiderable pcrfeftion. 
This prince was the firft, without doubt, who made 
his money be impreffed with the figure of a fpread 
eagle ; but hiftdry is filent on what occafion* The 
firft rouble was coined under Alexis Michaelowitfch. 
Till his tiipe it was only a fiftitious denorliination, 
fui ted to accompts. In this clafs is a Ruffian ducat 
bearing the heads of the two Czars, Iwan and Pe- 
ter, on one fide; and on the reverfe, their fitter So- 
phia, with the crown, the fceptre, and the royal* 
robes. 

The ninth aad laft clafs contains all the coins .of 
Peter I. and his fucceflbrs. By them may be judged 
to what perfcftion Peter brought the coins of Rufl 
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fia, at his return from his travels, for fincc that jfe- 
riod they havç not been in a more complete ûàte in 
any refpeft. 

This collection abounds witheaftern coins/ A- 
mong them are a great number of the Califs of A- 
rabia and Samarcand, of the Kans of Bulgaria, Cri- 
mea, and AziofF, of the Mongol tribe, by the Ruf- 
fians called the Gilded Horde. Among thç Indiaa 
pieces, there is one of twelve rupees, reprefenting 
the twelve figns of the Zodiac. It is one of the 
queen of Nourmahall^Sj whofe hiftory, related in the 
travels of Tavernier, has mote the look of an old 
woman's ftory, than a true hiftory. Thefe rupees 
arc fo fcarce, that the firft proprietor of this collec- 
tion, it is faid, paid a thou£ind crowns for it. 

In a room adjoining that of the coins, is a waa^ 
figure of Peter I. as large as the life. He is fitting 
ip an elbow chair, and tiis likenefs is perfeâly- ex- 
act, for the face was nioulded on Peter's own after 
his death. The colours have bee^n applied wit|[i 
great juftnefs. He has black hair, eyes, and eye- 
brows, a brown complexion, a fierce look, and his 
head, according to his cuftom, leans to one fide. 
He is very tall, and, as far as the attitude allows 
him to be meafured, he mvift be upwards of fix feet. 
He is dfefled in the only Gala fuit he ever wore, 
which is the fame he had on the day^ when, with 
his owa hand, he placed the crown on his beloved 

patharinç. 
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Catharine- Tbig fuit is of blue filk^ rkhly ciïjlwrôi- 
clcred with filycr ; the ftpckings are of a flefh c<v. 
lour, with filver doaks. It would have been more 
'defirable to have feen this great man in a gvcm uni- 
form, with the çopper-hilted fword, ^vhich is pre- 
ferved ip the fame room, and which he ^ore at thi: 
battle of Pultpwa» There we faw alfo the hat he 
wore that fame day, which is pierced with a b*ll in 
the crowm They keep in the fame room, the ùi^ 
tor's trowfersj the woollen ftockings, the fhoes and 
hat, which he wore at Sardam, when he wrought 
in the dockyards there ynder the name of Mr Fâ" 
fersl 

The academy have carried their refped for the 
inemory of their illuftrious founder the length df 
preferving in their caHpet, the horfe, on which he 
irode at the battle of Pultowa, hi^ two favourite 
jdogs, his turning-wheel, his tools, and feveral of 
bis works, with a bar of iron, on which he engra- 
ved this , înfcriptîon : On Thur/day^ 217? February j 
•1724, iis Maj^Jly Peter L having gone to Olonetz^for^ 
ged this bar with his own hand. 

With the fame rçfpcâ; are fbown the three filvey 
goblets,' which were prefented to him on the occa?. 
fion of launching the three fliips of the line, which 
iad been built under his immediate direâion. pnc 
of thefc goblets, containing fixty five medals of the 
icings of France, was a prefent from the Emprefs Ca- 

th^ine. 
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dàarine, who knew equally well how to make ufe 
of the virtues and vices of her hu£band, in order to 
conciliate his aflfcdion. The attention of ftrangers 
is alfo attracted by the model of a hundred and 
twenty gun fliip, which William III. gave to Peter, 
during hiè ftay in England. The Emperor, who 
had been very kindly received by the King, prefent- 
ed William, at the time of his leaving England, 
with a diamcHid of great value, wrapped up in a 
piece of common paper ; a very èxpreffive emblem 
of himfelf, and of his nation, whofe qualities were 
dill under a coarfe covering. 

Before we conclude this article, we fhall fay a 
'iittle of the celeftial fphere, known under the pame 
of the Globe of Gottorp, which is at prefent kept in a 
feparate building, in order to fecure it from fire. 
It is a large concave fphere^ eleven feet in diameter, 
and contains a table and chairs for twelve people. 
The infide reprefents the vault of heaven, as it ap- 
pears to us. The ftars and conftellations are mark- 
ed on it by gilt nails. It is on the meridian of St 
Peterfburg, and when put in motion, by means of 
a curious mechanifm, it exhibits the real pofition of 
the^ ftars. The outfide is a terreftrial globe. This 
machine is called the Globe of Gottorp, becaufe it 
was made after a like fphere, which Frederick III. 
Duke of Holftein made be conftrufted at Gottorp 
by Andrew Bufching, under the direâion of Adam 
' pieanus, 
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Olearius, who in the conftruétion of it had been 
guided by a plan, found among the papers of thé 
famous Tycho Brache. Frederick IV. King of Den- 
mark, made a prefent of it to Peter the Great, wh<S 
had feen it in the year 17 13, and had expreffed 
much furprifc at its conftruftion and mechanifm. 
The tranlportation of it from Gottorp to St Peterf^ 
burg was not only very expenfive, but even after it 
arrived there, it met with injuries, and in the year 
1747 it was accidentally burnt. By means of the 
irons, that had efcaped the fire, the aétual fpherc 
was conftruded, with confiderable additions made , 
to it J and in the year 1751, it was lodged in the 
room, where it is at this prefent time. It is exact- 
ly of the fame fize with the original fphere, but 
much fuperior to it ; becaufe it is marked with all 
the new difcoveries of geography and aftronomy, 
which the former wanted. The meridian and ho- 
rizon were made by Mr Siot, an Engliih mechanic 
very juftly famed. . 

CHAR 
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CHAP. XII. 

JicADEMY of arts. — Society of agriculture. — By vxhom 

founded. — How patronized by Catharine IL-^The 

corps of Cadets. — Account of this inJiitution.-^Con* 

^ent for daughters of nobles. — Obfervations on this 

. ejiablijhment. 

JL he accademy of arts founded by the advice of 
Count Schuwaloff, ^uiidcr the Etnprefs Elizabeth, 
vas annexed to thjc academy of fciences, and had 
at that time a revenue of eighteen thoufand roubles 
-^about Four thoufand pounds fterling. Forty ftu- 
dents only were admitted, but Catharine IL has 
made a feparate foundation of it, and affigned it a 
revenue of thirty four thoufand roubles, and in- 
creafed the number of ftudcats to three hundred* 
For the accommodation of this academy, fhe has 
creeled a large circular building on the banks of the 
Neva. Students are admitted into it at the age of 
fix, and continue till they are eighteen. They are 
clothed, boarded and lodged at the expence of the 
crown. They are taught reading, writing, arith- 
metic, French, Dutch, and drawing. At the age 
of fourteen they are allowed to chopfe one of the 
arts taught in the acadeiny, which are divided into 
four claffes. 

Firft, 
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Tlrfl. — Painting in its difFerent kinds, as hiftori- 
cal pieces, portraits, battles, landfcapes, ardiitedurc, 
mofaic, enamelling, &c. 

Secondly. — Engraving on copper and ftones. 

Thirdly .--Sculpture on marble, wo6d, ivory and 
amber. 

Fourthly. — ^^Clock and watch making, the art o£ 
turning, of making inftruments, of cafting ftatues 
of bronze or other metals, of imitating fine ftones, 
and medals of gilding, vamilMng, &c. Prizes are 
annually diftributed among tbofe, virho excel, and 
twelve of thofé, who have gained four prizes, arc 
fclefted to travel at the Emprefs* expencc. When 
they fettle afterwards in any of the inland towns, 
they alfo enjoy a penfion of two hundred and feven- 
ty roubles,- or fixty pounds fterling, for four years. 

Yet hitherto great advantages have not been 
reaped from an inftitution fo laudable, and fo well 
calculated to make the fine arts flourilh. The moft 
part of the ftudents make great progrefs, while they 
continue in the academy; feveral even complete 
themfelves in foreign countries, but the moft emi- 
nent often fettle abroad, or if they return home, 
they foon fall into that indolence, which feems 
charafteriftic of the nation. The caufe perhaps de- 
pends on the little encouragement they receive in 
Ruffia. The fovereign may form artifts, and rear 
them by force of cxpence, like foreign plants, but 
Voûh Rr unleii 
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vnlefii the fame kindly care be taken of thefe plaiit; 
^Ul they Qpme to maturity, they languiflx for want 
of culture. But it is impôflible for the beft difpofe4 
monarchy or any nobleman» who may be eager to 
imitate fo good an example, to diSuf<; a ta£be foi; 
fhe arts in a nation, which is not yçc capable of 
judging, ox forming a juft eftimation of them. 
From the foment tl^tt art;ifts of merit are not dif« 
tinguiflied nor employed, they not only cannot pof* 
fefs that emulation, which is the foul of their pxo^ 
feiIions,«but even cannot acquire the neceflary means 
of fubfiftence. 

The free Oeconomical fpcicty, eftabliflied at St 
Peterfburg for the advancement of agriculture, is an 
inftitution too important, and too ufeful to bç paf- 
|ed over in filence* The following was the Qccafio^ 
of its foundation. 

One day at table, the prefent Emprefs expreffed 
hcrfelf, with great force, on the [advantages, that 
would refuit from a fociety of this kind. Count 
Alexis Orloff, firnamed Tchefmenflu, from his vic- 
tory over the Turks at Tchefme, like an attentive 
courtier, who coofiders the wi&es pf Majeûy, as fo 
many mandates; Count OriofF, ivho was among/ 
t^ie gueûs, from that moment forçied the refolu- 
tion of executing what his augufi mififcfs wiflied 
&)r ; and in concert withi fourteen perfons of rank 
ijmd knowledge, convolved an afiembly in J^ne 1765, 



.a 
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<i^hîch drew up the regulations and iSxed on the 
form of a regular and permanent Stgrîcûltural fo- 
ciety. This plan was prefentcii to Catharine IL 
Who made this iahfwer, written ^ith her own haiid^ 

" The defign, that you have formed for the en^i 
•* côûragemént of Agriculture and Oecbhomy, is 
*• eitremely agreeable to iis, and your exertions 
** are a proof of yoiir zeal and love for your coun« 
*^ try. We cbnfidcr your plan and rules as Worthy 
** of oiir approbation^ and we allow ^out fociety td 
♦• affunie the title of. The Fte€ OecommUai Society. 
" We hot billy fconfent that yoti flibuld ufe our 
*^ arms, but to exprefs otir good wifhes in the moft 
^* explicit mahner, we allow yoii to take for à féal, 
** a hîvé in- the tniddle bf our Imperial arms, to 
" which bees are carrying honey, with thefe wordsi 
^* for à màUo. For ùtilityl Morfeovçi: ^e gtant to 
^* your fociety, û:i thoufand roubles (£ i^sy. 6: 8.) 
" to enable you td purcbaie a houfe, either for hold* 
*' ing yout meetings, or inaking à coUèâibn o£ 
" bbokâ bn agriculture. Ybtir labours lyill prove 
^* extremely àdiràntageous to you and your pofterî* 
^* ty, and Mil chhahce our regard for you, in pto- 
^* pbrtîdfi to the icily yoti fliall difplay.*' 
dftbber 3t, 176^. (Sisned-) CATHARTNEi 

The ifoeiety is compbfed of a prefideht, who \i 
changed e*cry four months, and bf an unHmite<]t 
dumber bf members. The catididsites for idmiilibn^ 

ît r a aire 
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are propofed by three members, and rcjeftcd or atï- 
mitted by a plurality of voices. It is fupported 
chiefly by the voluntary contributions of its mem- 
bers, many of whom are diftinguifhed equally by 
fortune and rank. In the year 1789 the total num- 
ber wa% two hundred and eight. 

TttE aflembly fit& once a week and hears efiays 
read on agriculture and the fubjeôs connefted with ' 
it. Such as are judged worthy of being publifiied, 
are printed at the expence of the Emprels, and the 
profits of the faie revert to the fociety. But the 
work is fold at a very cheap rate. Twelve cc^ies 
are fent ta the Governors of each province for dif- 
tributioii. Thcfe effays are written in the Ruifiair 
language, and appeared at firft under the title of 
Treati/es of the Ckconomical Scciefy^ in ten volumes, 
feora the year 1765 till the 1775. This title ha» 
fince been changed into, Centmuance ofTreafifes^'kc. 
and inftead of being publi&ed three times a year; 2t 
few volumes only arc occafionally publifhed. Since 
thefe changes, the firft vollime appeared in 1779, 
and the lecond in 1780. In 1789 there were ele- 
ven. The fociety diftributes premiums annually, 
confifting of gold and filver medals, or a fum of 
money fomctimes equivalent to fix hundred roubles 
(^ 133 : 6 : 8.) to thofe, who have moft ably dif- 
cuiTed the q^ueftions, which the fociety has propofed» 

TH£JL& 
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There are at St Peterfburg two foundations for 
the education of the nobiïity. One called the Corps 
of Cadets, the other nanied the Convent of Young 
Ladies. 

The building occupied by the Land Cadets, was 
in former times the palace of Prince MenzikoflF. It 
now ftands in Vaflili-Oftrof, and is one of the mofl 
beautiful edifices in St Peterfburg. The number 
of perfons lodged, there, including cadets, is at leaft 
two thoufand. This inftitution is indebted to the 
Emprefs Anne and to the counfels of Marfhal Mu- 
nich, for its firft foundation ; but it has been much 
improved, and its funds have been confiderably aug- 
mented by Catharine IL who may be confidered as 
its founder. Its annual revenue is a hundred and 
thirty five thoufand roubles (£ 30,000 fterling) and 
has accommodation for fix hundred, fons of noble fa- 
milies, among whom, there are fixty boys of. infe-* 
rior rank, deftined to be the tutors of children of 
family, and here receive an education fuitable to 
their deftination. The fons of noblemen, muft en- 
ter into they national fervice, and are almofi: all in 
uniform; fome of them aredefigned for a civil 
line. They are admitted at the age of fix, fl:ay fif- 
teen years, and are arranged in five clafles. They 
are taught. French, Englifh, Dutch, Arithmetic, 
Fortification, Taftics, Hiftory, Geography, Dan- 
cing, the Ufe of Arms, Riding, fometimes Draw- 
ing 
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ing and Mufic. Thofe, who ffiovr at difpofitioii ftrf 
ftudy, learn the Latin and Tartat languages* 

They are divided into a certsUn number of com- 
panies, and are regularly exercifed. In fumflnie^ 
they aire encamped for fix Weeks in the iieighboair- 
hood of the city. Premiums are dlftribùted among 
thofc, who excel, either in their exercifes or in their 
fitidies. Thefe premiums coniift of books, gold and 
filver medals, ribbons, ftars, &c. "Whoever had 
won 1 prize fix times, travels into foreign couit* 
tries, with a penfion of fix hundred rotfbIes(. 

THEt are brought Up in a very hardy inàhner# 
No fur cldathing is allowed them, even in winter» 
They ufe ftoves very moderately, and are accuilom- 
i?d to all kinds of exercife, efpecially running and 
leaping. Mr Betlkoi, who is the diredor of thi^ 
inftitution, for the education of thefe young peo* 
*ple has adopted the gymnaftic fyftem laid down by 
, Rouffeau in his Emilius ; and they are fa nimble^ 
that it is a plcafure to fee them perform the feats^ 
which our rope dancers vi^ould not do better thair 
they. For inftaiice they leap in all direftidns upon 
a leather horfe, of which the highèft part is at leaft 
fix feët, and perform on this machiné etery thing^^ 
that we have feeli done by the Afliley$ in their rid^ 
ing fchool. Thefe exercifes give them the free ttfo 
of their bodies, opcii the c)ieft, and mike thé» 
ftrong and aftite. In the different ^epartto€ttl$ ..of 

this 
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tbis Iv)ufe great attention is paid to neatncl^, md 
the youpç people pjoy excellent health. 

Once or t\idce every \yinter the ca4ets ^re per- 
liiitted to glye a ipafquerade and a ball to the priu*. 
cipal not^ilily. On this pcc^fipn fqine of the young 
ladies, at the fchool for t;hc daughter? of the nobles, 
are inyitpd tq dance, with the cadets of the higher 
claffes. We were prefent at one pf thefe entertain- 
ments^ where we renaarked as much elegance and 
erder as decorum. 

The cadets alfo a£t a play, and fonietioiçs with 
inore fuccefs, than the comedians of the palace. They 
fijpply the female charafters in a manner <^uite grp- 
tefque, when it is not ridiculous. Tickets for theiç 
kind of plays, are not eafily procured, becaufe ^ 
crowd always reforts thither, and the palace gentry 
engrois them. 

The convent for the daughters of nobles fiandf 
at the extremity of the fuburbs of Alexander Neuf- 
ki* The houfe is a large fquare building, which 
the Emprefs caufed be railed for a convent. Ca^^ 
thatine II. has wifely employed it for the prefent 
inftitution, to which ihe has affigned an annual re- 
venue of feventy thoufand four hundred roublei 
i£ 15*644 fterling.) It was opened in thf y«air 
J 764, for the admiflion of two huudred young la» 
dies of quality, and two hundrçd ap^ fPTty d^Hgh^ 
^rs of conimoners. 
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The Emprcfs has fince added fifty fupcrnnmo». 
' ries,^ who are all daughters of nobles and called 
. boarders ; and Mr Betlkoî, the direftor of all thcfe 
ufeful inftitutions for education, who was at St Pe- 
terfburg during our ftay there, gcneroufly fupports 
forty commoners' daughters at his own expence. 
The young ladies are admitted at the age of five or 
. fix, and leave fchool at eighteen. Madam Lafond 
is the manager of this houfe. She is the widow of 
an old military gentleman, born in France, and 
brought into Ruflia in the hope of making a fw*- 
tune there. The appointment of Madam Lafond is a 
proof that her hu£band has not been difappointed of 
his expectation. It is faid this lady has many ene- 
mies, and that Ihe brings them on herfelf by hjsr 
pride. 

In former times the young ladies, whether noU^s 
or commoners, received the fame education, without 
any diflference, relating to their rank and fortune. 
This plan has been very prudently changed, and 
they are now brought up in a way more fuitable to 
the fituation, they may expeft in life. This is a 
wife'meafure; for furely it is a very bad prefent 
made to a merchant, or any other perfon of the 
*dals of burgeffes ; that of a wife brought up with 
the airs of a fine lady, who muft have a numerous 
fuite of fervants, and difdains to ftoop to the do- 
jneftic affairs of her family. Whether of noble or 
' ' ' plebçiaa 



TÎPAVELS^ IN RUSSÎAi 311^ 

idèbeiàn birth, thefe boarders are âîvided into four' 
dafibs, diftinguiibed by the colour of their dreflfei,* 
whereof that of the nobles is of finer quality, tkia 
that of the reft* If we approved of" the difference 
in the education of thefe young ladies^ we difap- 
proved very n^uch of the dîftinâion of df efi.- It is • 
un infolt to tfaofe, to^om accident has not given ^ 
sxoble birtb, and^it may have the-worftof con£b*' 
fuences. 

Alx without dîftihâîon are taught to Tead, t6> 
write, to cypher, and the^<fifferent lands ^ needle- - 
work; but the daughters^ of ? nobles by themfelvcf • 
get leffons of hifiory, geography. Ruffian grammar,^ 
and have mafters for the Frrach, German, Engliih^ 
and Italian languages. They are alfo taught roufic, ^ 
drawing and dancingé^ Inftèàd of thefe leffons of 
amufement, the con»moners are trained to the cares>^ 
of a family. They thcmfelves few and walh their 
Hnen i and what our young' citizen's daughters will : 
not believe, pr pretend not to believ,e } they arc - 
taught to bake and cooké This part of education^ 
q[ualifie5 them, at their return home, for the ma*« 
Bagement of every minute circumftance connèfted^ 
with farms, where a fenfible wife is fo indiipeniably}' 
UBqpifite. 
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